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€T} E T A nafcitur^ nonfity is a fentence of 
"^ as great truth as antiqiiicf ; it t^ioQ 
mod certaict that all the acquired learning 
lOKigmibic M mAifficieitt to complete « Peer* 
without a natural genius and propenfity to 
fo noble and 'fiiblimeaii art* /And we may* 
^without offence, obferve, that many very 
learned men » who have been aOlbilioos to'bc 
thought poets, hare oniy rendered them* 
f«Ives obnoxious to that fatiricai infpiratioa 
our Author -wlrttfy i&T0k«9» 

Which made thtm* tho' it were is fpke - 
Of Nisturcy and their ftan, to vrite. 

. On the other fide* fome who have had 
very. little human learning*, but were en* 
dued with a large ihare of natural wit and 
partSj have becoine the mod celebrated 
jpoecfi of the age they Iiv.ed is. But as thcle 
lad arc rar^ mvij in Icrris g io when th« 
Jtfoles bav« not dkid^ined the afildauces of 

♦ Shakefpcare, D'Avcnant, &C. 


\ 


( » ) 

'fudained by a lively fenfe and vivacity j 
judgment to confider wifely of things, aad 
vivacity for the beautiful expjrcQIon Qf theoa^ 
dr. 

Now, how juftly this charadler is due to 
our Author, I leave to the impartial i-eader, 
and thofe of nicer judgments, who had the 
happinefs to be more intimately acquainted 
with him. 

The reputation of this Incomparable 
Poem is fo thoroughly eftablifhed in the 
world, that it would be iuperfluousy if not 
impertinent, to endeavour any panegyric u- 
pon it. King Charles the Second, whom the 
judicious part of mankind will readily acknow- 
ledge to be a fovereign judge of wit, was fa 
great an admirer of it, that he would often 
pleafantly quote it in his converfation. How- 
•ever, fince moft men have a curiofity to , 
have fome account of fuch anonymous au- 
thors whofe compofitions have been eminent 
for wit and learning* I have been dedred to 
oblige them with fuch informations as I 
could receive from thofe who had the hap« 
pinefs to be acquainted with him, and alio 
to redtify the mi (lakes of the Oxford Anti« 
quary, in his Atbena Oxonienfsi^ concern^* 
ling him. 


« THELIFE OF - 

he went for fome little time to Cambridge, but 
was never matriculated tnto that Ufiiverfity, hia 
father's abilities not^ei^ fiiilicient to be ^t the 
charge of an academical eciucation : fo that our 
Author returned foon into his natire county, 
and became clerk to one Mr Jefferys of Earl- 
icrooov/an eminei^trjiiftic^ o£^he Peace of that 
countyv ^ith whonthe lived Jo me yearg>in an 
eafy and no contemptible fervice. Here, by the 
indulgence of a kind matter, he had fufficient 
ieifure to apply }iimfelf to whatever learning his 
inclinations led him,^btth were chiefly Hifto- 
Ty and Poetry; to which, for his diverfion, h© 
joined Mufic and Painting; and I have feen fome 
pii^ure^ faid to ^e -of iiis drawkigt wki<ii «e« 
mained in that family; which t mention," not for 
the excellency of them, but to fatisfy the read- 
er of his early inclinations to that noble art ; 
for which alfb he was ^efwards- emirely b«r 
loved by Mr Samuel Cooper, one of the mofir 
eminent |»aintei*s of his time. 

He w^, after tbis, recommended to that 
.great encourager of learning, Eliiabeth Countefr 
of Xent; where he had not only the opportuni- 
ty to confult all manner of learned books, but 
%o cozvverfe alfo with that liviog library of learn* 
IPg, the great Mr Selden. 

Our Author lived fome time alfi) with Sir Sa^ 
muel l>uke, who was of an ancient family in 
Bedfordihire; but, to his dilhonour, an eminent 
^mmander under the ufurper Oliver Cromwcjl ; 
^nd then it was« as I am informed^ he conipofcd- 
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this loyal Poem. For though Fate, more than 
choice, feems to have placed him in the fervice 
of a Knight fo notorious, both in his perlbn and 
politics; yet, by the rule of contraries, one may 
obferve throughout his whole Poem, that he was 
moil orthodox, both in his religion and loyalty* 
And I am the more induced to believe he^wtote 
it about that time, becaufe he had then the op- 
portunity to converfe with thofe living charac- 
ters of rebellion, nonfenfe, and hypocrify, which 
he fo lively and pathetically expofes throughput 
the whole Woik. 

After the reftoration of King Charles the 
Second, thofe who were at the helm minding 
money more than merit, our Author found thofe 
verfes x>f Juvenal to be exactly verified in him- 
fdf; 

EaudfaciU emergunt, quorum virtutihus ehjtat 
He J angufta domi : 

And being endued with that innate modedy 
which rarely finds promotiop in princes* courts, 
he became fecretary to Richard Earl of Carbury, 
Lord Prefident of the principality of Wales, who 
made him fkeward of Ludlow Caflle, when the 
court there was revived. About this time he 
married one Mrs Herbert, a gentlewoman of 
a very good family, but no widow, as our Oxford 
Antiquary has reported: fhe had a competent 
fortune, but it was moft of it unfortunately loft, 
jby being put out on ill fecuritics, fo that it was 
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Jhtlc advantage to him. He is reported, *by our 
Antiquary, to have been fecretary to his Grace 
George Duke of Buckingham, when he wa» 
Chancellor to the univerfity of Cambridge: but 
whether that be true or no, 'tis certain th^ 
Duke had a gre^tkiodoefs for him, and was of- 
ten a benefa^or to him. But no man was a more 
([enerous friend to him, than that Mecsenas of 
9}] learned and witty men, Charles Lord Buck- 
fcurftjthe late EafI of Dorfet and'Sfliddlefex, who 
t^as the Hril' that introduced Hudib&as into 
reputatioa at court ; for Mr Prior fays (dedicat. 
to his Poems) it was owing to him that the court 
tafted that Poem ; it foon became the chief en- 
tertainment of the King, who often pleafantly 
quoted it in convbrfaiion. From this fair pu^ 
ipe<a, therefore, we might rationally conclude^ 
ihat'the Poet ta^ed plenti&lly of royal fmioifir 
cence, and that he wa^ch^rifhed by the Grea^ 
as well as his Poem. I am fure his wit and his 
kyalty equally merited 'vtvratd -tfid encoor^e* 
pient : but alas ! uppn the %iAeft enquhy, W!t 
ibal) fiad, that he met with negktft jnii^ad^f re4 
gard; and empty deluiivepromifes, in the rooi^ 
'of real performances. A difsegard of his friends 
was what King Charles has boen biglUy blamed 
for ; and we cannot have a ilrpnger infbaoce of 
that d if re gard, than his being unmindfiil of Mr 
Sutler, whofe Worjbs had done eminent feryioe 
to the Royal Cau£?> and honour to his country. 
ll is ftrange that Ki^^ Charles ihould be thua 
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forgetful of a man wbofe words were fo often la 
his mouth, and daily afforded him a remarkably 
pleafure in converfation* 

We are indeed informed, that Mr Batler ww 
once in a fair way of obtaining a royal graitutt^t ' 
as the following account, if true, will flioixu 
** Mr Wycherly had always laid hold of anyjoll- 
" portunity which offered, to reprefent to his 
** Grace (the Duke of Buckingham) how well 
''* Mr Butler^badilcferTcd of the Royal Family^ 
*' by writing his immkab]« Huoibras; and 
'^ that it was a reproach to the court, that a* 
*' perfon of his loyalty and wit ihoeld fufFer ia 
** obfcurity, and under the wants he did* The 
Duke ieeihod always to hearken to hkn with 
attention enough^ and after feme tkne nnder- 
tqok to recononend hie prerenfionv to his Ma- 
jefty. Mr Wycherly in hopes to keep him 
fteady to his word, obtained of his Grace to 
name a day when he might introduce the mo- 
** deft and unfortunate Poet to bis new patron: 
*' at lad an. appointment was made, and the 
** place of meeting was appointed to he the Roe 
" Buck: Mr Butler and his friend attended ae- 
" coffdingly, the Duke joined them;" but by an 
nnlucky incident this in^erriew was broke off. 
And it will always be remembered to the re- 
proach of that learned age, that this great and 
inimitable Poet was fcfTered to live and die ia 
want and obfcurity. 
The King's exceififv foadoefi for the Pbem, 
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and furprifing * difregard and negle<ft of the 
Author, is fully and movingly related by Mr 
Butler, (Hudibras at Court, fee Remains) who 
thence takes occafion to do juftice to his Poem». 
by hinting its excellencies in general, and payings 
a few modeft compliments to himfelf ; of whick 
the following lines are worth tranfcribing : 

Now you mufb know. Sir Hudibras 
With fuch perfedions gifted was. 
And fo peculiar in his manner, 
t That all that faw him did him. honour: 
Among the reft, this Prince was one 
Admir'd his converfation ; 
This Prince, whofe ready wit and parts 
Conquered both men and women's hearts. 
Was fo o'ercome with Knight and Ralph, 
That he cou*d never claw it o^T; 

***Kiog Charles the Second ncTer ordered Botler 
** more than one gratuity, and that was Three hundre4 
** pounds, which had tins complioient paid to it, that 
** it paded all the offices without a fee, at the foiicttati* 
•• OQ of Mr William Longneville of the Templc» Lord 
** Danby being at that time High Treafurer. A proor 
** of the great honour and honedy of our Poet is this ; 
** That upon his being ordered the Three hundred 
** pounds above-mentioned by the King, he c>l'sd t» 
•* mind tbat.he owed more than that fum to different 
^ perfons, from whorn he had borrowed monies, or 
** otherwife contracted debts : for which rea(bn he 
** intreated Mr Loogueville to pay away the whole 
'** gratuity, who accordingly ' did To; and Butler did 
«« not receive a fhilling of it," See Butler's life, un- 
der the word Hudibras, General Hift. Did. vol^ VL 
p. X99* Notc« 
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He never ate, nor diank, nor flept. 
But Hudibras flill near him kept ; 
Never would go to ckurch, or fo> 
But Hudibras mufl with him go; 
Nor yet to vifit concaibine> 
Or at a city-feaft to dine. 
But Hudibras muil iliil be there, 
Or all the fat was in the fire, * 

Now after all, was it not hard 
That he fhould meet with no reward* 
That fitted out this Knight and Squire, 
This Monarch did fo much admire ? 
That he (houid never reimburfe 
The man for th' equipage, or horfe. 
Is fure a ilrange, ungrateful thing. 
In any body but a lung. 
But this good king, it Teems, was told, . 
By fome that were with him too bold. 
If ere you hope to gain your ends, 
Carefs your foes, and truft your friends-*- 
Such were the do^rines that were taught, 
'Till this tinthinking king was brought 
To leave his friends to ftarvc and die, 
A poor reward for loyalty. 

And his claim to ^ Poet^s imaginary immortali- 
ty, is in another place (Hudibras's Epitaph, Re- 
mains) as handfomely and modeflly made, as by 
^ny other poet whatfoever : 

But fmce bis Wor(hip*s dead and gone* 
And mould'ring lies beneath this ftoDC> 
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The reader is defir'd to look 
For his atchievements in his book. 
Which wiJJ prefer ve of Knight the talc, 
'Till time and death itfelf fhajl fail. 

Mr Oldham (vol. II. dth edit. 1703. pag. 410,) 
pathetically commiferates the extraordinary fuf- 
ferings of our Poet, in a remarkable manner. 
In his Satire againfb Poetry, he introduces the 
ghoft of Spencer diffuading him from it, upon 
experience and example, that poverty and con- 
tempt were its infeparable attendants. After 
Spencer bas gone over his own lamentable cafe, 
and mentioned Homer and Cowley in the fame 
view, he thus movingly bewails the great and 
unhappy Mr Butler: 

On Builcr who dan think without jufl rage. 
The glory, and the fcandal of the age.^ 
Fair flood his hopes, when firfl he came to town. 
Met every where with welcomes of renown. 
Courted, and lov'd by all, with wonder read. 
And promifes of princely favour fed ; 
But what reward for all had he at lafl ? 
After a life in dull expeflance pait. 
The wretch, at fumming up his mifpent days. 
Found nothing left but poverty and praife ; 
Of all his gains by verfe, he could not fave 
Enough to purchafe flannel and a grave ; 
Reduc'd to want, he in due time fell fick. 
Was fain to die, and be interred on tick: 
And well might blefs the fever that was fent 
To rid him hence, and his worfe fate prevent. 
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Nor <loes Mr Butler (land alone in fuch la- 
mentable misfortubes : Mr Spencer and Mr 
Cowley before him, will be indelible rcproachct 
to the generofity of this nation. Mr Dry den 
(Dedicat. to Juvenal,) has publifhed to the world 
the hardAiips he laboured under. And Mr Ot- 
way, (Prol. to Conftant. the Great) deters us 
from poetry upon the fame' topics with Spencer. 

Having thus lived to a good old age, admired 
by all, though perfonally known to few» Mr But- 
ler departed this life in the year 1680, and was 
buried ^t the charge of his good friend Mr Lon- 
gueville of the Temple» in the yard belonging to 
the church of St Pant, Covent-Garden, at the 
Weft-end of the faid yard, on the North-fide, 
under the wall of the faid church, and under 
that wall which parts the yard frOiQ the com- 
mon highway. 

But we can now fay with great fatiafa(flion, 
that .Mr Butler, among the infinite number of 
readers wiiom he conftantly delighted, at length 
found one who publickly adopted him for his 
darling Author ; and out of a grateful fenfe of 
his merits and charader, erefted a neat monu- 
ment to his memory in Weftminfter-Abbey, 
which, next to Hud i bras, will preferve the 
fame of the Poet, and the examplary generofity 
of the Patron.— It fums up his cJiaradcr botjli 
juftly and elegantly, as follows: 
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M. S. 

SAMUEHS BUTLERI, 

Qui Screnlhamiae in agro Vigoro. nat. i6t2» 

obi'it Lond. i68p. 

Vir doAus imprimiF, acer, integer ; 

Operibui ingenij, non item prxmiis, foelix : 

Satjrici apud nos Carminis Aitifex egregius; 

Quo fimula Religionis Lanram dctraair, 

Et Perduclliom fcelera liberrirac exagitavit : 

ficriptomm in ftto genete, Primua ot Poftremusw 

Ne, cui vivo dccrant fere omnia, 

Decflct etiam mortuo Tumnlas, 

Hoc undem pofito marmorc, curavit 

Johannes Barber, Civis JLondincnfis, 171!. 

m'icb is tbns tranflated hy the Anther of Wcnmona^ 
Aerium, in torn. I. p. 7^« 

Sacred to the Memory of 

S A M U E L tJ U T L E R, 

Who was born at Strcnfljam in WorccftcflhtTC, 

t6ia, 
And died at London, itfSo. 
A man of extraordinary Learning, Wit, and Ini» 

icgrity; . 

Peculiarly happy in his Writings, 
Not io in the Encouragement of them: 

The curious Inventor of a kind o£ Satire amongft 

us. 
By which he piuckM the Maflc from Pions Hy- 

pocrify. 
And plentifully expofcd the Villainy of Rebel 1: 
The Firft and Latt of Writers in His Way. 
Lea He. who (when alive) war dcftitutc of all 

tiling?, 
Should (when dead) want Ukewifc' a Monument, 
libn Barier, Citizen of London, hath taken caff. 
Bj placing this Stoae 6ver him, i7ii« 
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PART FIRST. 


e A N T O FIRST. 


THE ARGUMENT,. 

iSir U U O I B R A S his pafling worthy 
The maaner how he fklij'i forth ;. 
His arms and equipage are fhown ; 
His horfe's virtues and his own. 
Th' adventure x)f the Sear and FyJU 
It Aingy but breaks off* in the midJle* 

^T 7HEN civil dudgeon firft grew high, 
Y V And men fell out they knew not why ; 
When hard words, jealouiies and fears, 
fiet folks together by the ears. 
And made them fight like mad or drunk, j 

For Dame Religion as for punk ; 
Whofe honeily they all durft fwearfor,. 
Tho* not a man of them knew wherefore : 
lA^hen gofpel-trumpeter^ farrounded 
With loDg-ear'd rout, to battle founded, lo 
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And pulpit, dram ecclefia^ck, 
Was beat with ^A^ inftead of a flick y 
Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling. 
And out he rode a-colonelling. 

A wight he was, whofe very fight would 15 
Intitle him, Mirrour of Knighthood; 
That never bow'd his ftubborn knee 
To any thing but chivalry; - 
Nor ^ut up blow, but that which laid 
Right Worlhipful 00 (houlder^blade : flo 

Chief of domeftic knights and errant, 
. Either for charcel or for warraat : 
Great on the bench, great in the faddle. 
That could as "xeii bind o'er^s fwaddlis : 
Mighty he Was at both of thefe, as 

And ftyPd of war, as weH as peace* * 

I So fome ratS', of amphibious nature^ 
Are either for the land or water.) 
But here our authors make a doubt^ 
Whether he were more wife or ftout* 30 

Some hold the one, anct fome the other: 
But howfbe'er they make a pother. 
The difFVence was Co finally his brsuft 
Outweigh'd his rage but half a grain.; 
What made fome take him for a tool ^5 

That knaves do work with, calfd a Fool. 
For't has been held by many, that 
As Montaigne, playing with his cat, 
Complains (he thought him but an af9> 
Much more fhe would Sir Hudibras, 40 

(For that's the name our valiant Knight 
To all his chaUeogefi did write.) 


Jk 

But theyVe miftakeo very much^ 

'Tis plain enough he was no fuch. 

We grant, although he had much wk, 4S 

H' was very fhy of ufing it ; 

As being loath to wear it out, 

And therefore *bofe it not about ; 

Unlefs on holidays, or fo. 

As men t«lieir beft apparel do. 5# 

Befide, *tis known he could fpeak Greek 

As naturally as pigs fqueak: 

That Latin was no more difficile. 

Than for a blackbird 'tis to whiftle. 

Being rich in both, he never fcanted * j^ 

His bounty unto fuch as wanted ; 

But much of either would afford 

To many, that had not one word. 

For Hebrew roots, although they're jfbund 

To flourifh moft in barren ground, tfo 

He had fuch plenty^ as fulfic'd 

To make fome-tliink him circumcis'd: 

And truly fo he was, perhaps 

Not as a profelyte, but for claps* 

He was in logic a great critic, C$ 

Profoundly fkiJPd in analytic ; 
He could diftinguifli and divide 
J^ hair, 'cwlxt fonih and fouth-weflrfide; 
On either which he would difpute, 
Confute, change hands, and ftill confute, 7^ 
He'd undeitake to prove, by force 
Of argument, a man's no horle ; 
He'd prove a buzzard is no fowl. 
And that a lord may be an owl; 
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A calf an alderman, a goofe a juflice, 75 

And rooks committee-men and truftees. 

He'd ran in debt by difputationi 

And pay with ratiocination : 

All this by fyllog^m, true 

In mood and figure, he would do. So 

For rhetoric, he could not ope 
His mouth, but out there flew a trope ; 
And when he happened to break off 
I* th' middle of his fpecch, or cough, 
H' had hard words, ready to fhew why, 8 j 

And tell what rules^he did it by: 
Elfe when with greateft art he fpojce, ^ 
You'd think he talk'd like other folk. 
For all a rhetorician's rules 
Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleas 'd to Oiew't, his fpceck 
}q loftinefs of found was rich; 
A Babylonifh dialed. 
Which learned pedants nroch affe(^ : 
It was a party-colour'd dtefi Wf 

Of patch 'd and. py-ball'd languages ; 
TTwas Englifti cut on Greek and Latin, 
Xike fuftian heretofore on fatia* 
It had an odd pfomifcuous tone. 
As if he had talk 'd three parts in one ; tO« 

Which made forae think, when he did gabble,. 
Th' had heard three labourers of Babel ; 
Or Cerberus himfelf pronounce 
A leafh of languages at once. 
This he as volubly would vent loj- 

Ai if liis ftock would ne*er be fpent ; 
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And truly to fupport that charge* 

He had fupplies as vail and large : 

For he could coin or counterfeit 

New words, with little or no wit; ixo 

Words fo debas*d and hard, no ftone 

"Was hard enough to touch them on : 

An4 "^hen with haily noife he fpoke 'eni> 

The ignorant fpr current toqk 'em. 

That had the orator, who once xr^ 

Did £11 his mouth with pebble-ilones 

When he haiangu-d, but known his phrafe* 

He would have us'd np other ways. 

In mathematics he was greater 
Than Tycho Brahe,, or Erra Patei : xaft 

For he, by geometric fcale. 
Could take the fize of pots of kit ; 
Refolve by Hnes and tangents, Urstight, 
If bread and butter wanted weight; 
And wifely tell, what hour o' th' day 1%$ 

The clock does ftrike, by algebra. 
Befide, he was a fhrewd philofopher, 
Aod had read ev'ry text and glofs over; 
Whatever the crabbed'ft author hath. 
He under ftood V implicit faith : xjo 

Whatever fceptic could enquire for. 
For ev'ry why he had a wherefore : 
Knew more than forty of them do. 
As far as words and terms could go. 
All which he underilood by rote, x^ 

And as occafion ferv'd, would quote ; 
No matter whether right or wrong. 
They might be either faid or fung. 
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His notions fitted things fo well» 

That which was which he could not tell ; 140 

Bot oftentimes miftodt the one 

For th' other, as great clerks hare done. 

He could reduce all things to a^s, 

And knew their natures by abHrafts ; 

Where entity and quiddity, 14^ 

The ghoits of defundb bodies, fly; 

Where Truth in perfon does appear. 

Like words congeal'd in northern air. 

He knew what's what, and that's as high 

As metaphyfic wit can fly. j^ 

In fchool-divimty as able. 

As he that hight. Irrefragable ; *- 

A fecond Thomas, or at once 

To name them all, another Duns : 

Profound in all the nominal 15^ 

And real ways beyond them all : 

For he a rope of fand could twift 

As tough as leslrned Sorbonift; 

And weare fine cobwebs, fit for fcull 

That*s empty when the moon is full : x6Qr 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That's to be let unfumifticd. 

He could raife fcruples dark and nice, 

And after folve 'em in a trice : 

As if divinity had catch *d 16$ 

The itch, on purpofc to be fcratch'd ; 

Or, like a mountebank, did wound 

And (bb herfelf with doubts profound. 

Only to fhew with how fmall pain 

"^he fores of faith are cur'd again ; tm 
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Although by woful proof we find. 
They always leave a fear behind, 
^Hc knew the feat of paradife. 
Could tell in what degree it lies ; 
Andy as he was difpos'd, could prove it tJs 
Below the moon, or elfe above it : 
What Adam dream'd of when his bride 
Ckrne from her clofet in his fide; 
Whether the devil tempted her 
By a High-Dutch interpreter; ito 

If either of them had a navel: 
Who firft made mufic malleable ; 
Whether the ferpent at the fall. 
Had cloven feet, or none at all : 
All this, without a glofs or comment, jt^ ^ 

He could unriddle in a moment. 
Id proper terms, fuch as men (matter. 
When they throw out and mifs the matter. 

Forhis religion, it was (it 
To match his learning and his wit : 190 

•Twas Prefbyterian true blue ; 
For he was of that ftubborn crew 

Of errant faints, whom all men grant 

To be the true church militant : 

Such as do build their faith upon 195 

The holy text of pike and gun ; 

Decide all controversies by 

Infallible artillery; 

And prove their dodlrine orthodox 

By apoftolic blows and knocks ; doo 

Call fire, and fword, and defolation, 

A godly thorough reformation. 
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Which always muft be carry'd ob. 

And flill be doing, never done ; 

As if religion were intended %qs 

For nothing elfe but to be mended. 

AJefl whofe chief devotion lies 

In odd perverfe antipathies : 

In falling out with that or this; 

And finding fomewhat flill amifs ; ^lo 

More peeviih, crofs, and fpleneticy 

Than dog diitrat^t, or monkey lick; ij 

That with more care keep holiday 

The wrong, than others the right way : 

Compound for fins they are inclin'd to, %ts 

By damning thofe iliey have no mind to; 

Still fo perverfe and oppofite, * 

As if they worfhipp'd Gcd for fpite. 

The felf fame thing they will abhor 

One way, and long another for: azq. 

Free-will they one way difavow. 

Another, nothing elfe allow. 

All piety confifts therein 

In them, in other men all fin. 

Kather than fail, they will defy 22s 

That which they love moft jcendcrly ; 

Quarrel with minc'd pies, and difparage 

Their beft and deareft friend plumb-ponidge ; 

Fat pig and goofe itfelf oppofe, 

And blafpheme cuftard through the nofe. ajo 

Th' apoftles of this fierce religion. 

Like Mahomet's, were afs and widgeon; 

To whom our Knight, by faft iniUndt 

Ofwit and temper, wasfolinkt, 
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As if hypocrify and nonfenie S135 

Had got th' advowfon of his confcience. 

Thus was he gifted and accouter'd. 

We mean on the infidey not the outward* 

That next of all we (hall difcuis : 

Then lilten, Sirs, it follows thus. %4Q 

His tawny beard was th' equal grace 

Both of his wifdooi and his face ; 

In cut and die fo like a tile, 

A fudden view it would begpile : 

The upper part thereof was whey, a45 

The nether orange mix'd with grey. 

This hairy meteor did denounce 

TKe fall of fceptrcs and of crowns: 

With griily type did reprcfent 

Declining age of government ; 450 

And tell with hieroglyphic fpade« 

Its own grave and the ftate's were made. 

liike Samfon's heart-breakers, it grew 

In time to piake a nation rue ; 

Though it contributed its own fall, 2SS 

To wait upon the public downfal. 

It was monaflic, and did grow 

Jn holy orders by drift vow ; 

Of rule as fullen and fevere. 

As that of rapid Cordeliere : • a6o 

'Twas bound to fufFer perfecution. 

And martyrdom With refolution, 

T* oppofe itfelf againft the hate 

And vengeance of th* incenfed flate : 

In whofe defiance it was worn, fl6i 

Still ready to be rent and torn, 

t C 
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With red-hot irons to be tortmrV], 

Revil'd, and ipit upon, and maityr'd ; 

Maugre all which, *twas to ftaod faft» 

As long as monarchy (hould laft ; 970 

But when the date (hoold hap to reel, 

'Twas to fubmii to fatal fteel. 

And falli as it was cooiecrate, 

A facrifice to fall of fiate ; 

Whofe thread of life the fatal fitters 175 

Did twift together with its wfai/kers, 

An4 twine fo clofe, that Time fhould ne^r. 

In life or death, their fortunes ierere ; 

But with his rufty fickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. 2S5 

So learned Taliacotius, from 
The brawny part of porter's bum. 

Cut fupplemental nofes, which 

Would lad as long as parent breech ; 

But when the date of Nock was put, iSs 

Off dropt the fympathetic fnout. «. 

His back, or rather burden, ihow'd, 

As if it ftoop'dwith its own load. 

For as £neas bore his fire 

Upon his (boulders • through the fire ; 29^ 

Our Knight did bear no lefs a pack 

Of his own buttocks on his back ; 

Which now had almoft got the upper* 

Hand of his head, for want of crupper. 

To poife this equally, he bore %^$ 

A paunch of the fame bulk before ; 

Which (Hll he had a fpecial care 

To keep well craramM with thrifty fare • 
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As white-x>ot4 batter-mi&, and CdtdB, 

Such as the couotry-hoaie alflbrds ; )o« 

With other vidual, which anon 

We farther (hall dilate upon. 

When of his h»fe we oome -to treat* 

The cupboard nHi^re'he kept his tneat. 

His doublet was a£ Avrdy buff, 30^ 

And though nor fwond, yfct'cudg^J^oof ; 
Whereby 'tm^a^ fitter fbr' bis afe. 
Who feirVl no blows bat fuch as braile. 
His breeches wef€ of rugged iMSolIeot 
And had been at the ^fitge of B«Men ; ^ 

To old king Harry ib well kAowg^ 
^ome writers held they were Yds owcu 

T^hrotfgh^they were lin'd with many a piece 
' 01 ammunitioo bread and cheefe. 

And fat biack-puddiJigSi proper food 315 

For warriors tba«<d«Ught ia blood: 

For, as we faijd,^ always ohoie 

To carry vlttle m kis hofe. 

That often tempted rats and- mice 

The ammuoition to furprife : |4o 

And when he put a hand but ia 
•sThe one or t' pdiet miigasine. 

They ftoutly in defence <m't Hood* 

And from the-wouihded fbe drew blood ; 

And till th' were iionn'd' and beaten out, its 

Ne'er left the fortify'^ redoubt. 

And though knights-errant, as* fome think. 

Of old did neither cat nor drink, 

Becaufe when thorough deferts YaA 

And regions deftlate they, paft^ -^ 4i^ 
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Where bdly-timber above groaod. 

Or under, was not to be foond, 

Uolefs they graz'd* there's not one word . 

Of their provifions on record; 

Which made fome confidently write, 555 

They had no ilomachs bat to fight: 

*Tis falfe : for Arthur wore in hall 

Round table like a farthingale» 

On which, with fliirt pnll'd out behind. 

And eke before, his good knights din'd: 140 

Though 'twas no table, fome ibppofe. 

But a huge pair of round trunk-hofe; 

In which he carried as much meat 

As he and all the knights could eat, 544 

When laying by their fwotds and truncheons^ 

They took thdr bfeakfaft on their nuocheons. 

But let that pafs at prefent, left 

We (hould fi^rget where we digreft; 

As learned authors ufe, to whom 

We leave it, and to th' purpofe con>e« 350 

His pulflant fword unto his fide. 
Hear his undaunted heart, was ty'd ; 
With bafket-hilt, that would hold broth. 
And ferve for fight and dinner both. 
In it he melted lead for bullets, z53 

To fhoot at foes, and fomettmes pulkts ; 
To whom he bore fo fell a gr utch . 
He ne'er gave quarter t' anfTuST^ 
The trenchant blade, Toledo trufty. 
For want of fighting was grown nifty, jto 

And ate into itfelf, for lade 
^f fome body to hew and hack» 
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The peaceful fcabbard^where it dwdc. 

The rancour 6f its edge had felt ; 

For of the lower etid two handful- $^5 

ft had devoured, 'twas fo manful. 

And fo much foom*d to lurk in cafe. 

As if it durft not (hew its ^ce« 

In many defperate attempts, 

Of warrants, exigents, contempts, t jo- 

lt had appear'd with courage bolder 

Than Seijeant Bum invadmg (houlder* 

Oft had it ta'en poflefiton. 

And pris'ners too, or nofade them mn« 
This fword a dagger had his page, ^fs 

That was but liule. for his age ;. 

And therefiSre waited on him io,.- 
tA» dwarfs upon knights-errants do*. 

It was a ferviceaUe diidgeon,. 

Either for fighting or for drudging. $Wo 

When it had ftabb'd, or broke a head. 

It would fcrape trenchers, or chip bread ; 

Toaft cheefe or bacon, though it were 

To bait amoale-trap, 'twould not care. 

'Twould make clean fhoes, and in the earth 385^ 

Set leeks and onions, and To fo^th. 

It had been 'prentice to a brewer,. 

Where this and more it did endure;: 

But left the tiade,.as many more 

Have la|ely done on the fame fc'ore. 39^^ 

In th' holilers at his faddle-bow 
Two aged piftols he did ftow. 
Among the furplus of fuch meat. 
As in his hofe he could not get* 
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Thefe would iaveigle rats with th' fcent, 395 

To forage when the cocks were beat ; 

And fometimes catch them with a foapi» 

As cleverly as th' ablefl trap. 

They were .upon hard duty ftill. 

And ev'ry night flood ceotine1» 400 

To guard the magazine i' th' hole 

Jf f om two ieggfd and from four legg*d foes* 

Thus clad nM fortirYd, Sir Knight 
From peaceful home fet forth to fight. 
But firft with nimble adtive force 40^ 

He got oa th' outfide of his horfe i 
I* qr having but one ftirrup ty'd 
T' his f addle on the further fide,. 
|t was (b fhort, h' had much ado 
To reach it with his defperate toe* 4^0- 

But, after many ilrains and heaves^ 
He got up to the faddle- eaves; 
From whence he vaulted into th^ feat. 
With ib much vigour, ftrength, and heat. 
That he had almoffc tumbled over 4£j 

With his own weight ; but did recover^ 
Py laying hold on tail and roain> 
Which oft he 4is*d'inftead of reim 

But now we talk of mounting fbeed* 
Before we farther do proceed, 4^0 

It doth behove u» to fay fomething 
Olthat which bore our valiant bumpkim 
The beail wa» fturdy» large, and tall. 
With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall ; 
^ would fay eye ; for h' had but one, 4%f 

4l nipft agree, though fom^ fay noD^.. 
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Though writers, for more (lately tone, 
Do call him Ralpho, 'tis all ooer 400* 

And when we can with metre iafe» 
We'll call htm fo; if Bot» plain Ralph; 
(For rhyme the rudder is of yerfb. 
With whxch» like (hips, they fteer their coorfes.) 
An equal ftock of wit and valour 4^5 

He had laid in» by birth a taylor. 
The mighty Tyrian Queen, that gam'd 
With fubtle ihreds a trad of land,. 
Did leave it with a cafUe ^r,. 
To his great anceftor, her heir : 4719. 

From him defcended cro&legg'd knights, 
.Fam*d for their faith,, and warlike fighta 
Againft the bloody canibal. 
Whom they deftroy*d,.both great and finalk 
This flurdy Squire, he had,, as weil 47.5- 

As the bold Trojaa koight, feen hell, 
>Not with a counterfeited pais 
Of golden bough, but true gold-lace. 
His knowledge was not far behind 
The Knight's, bu t of another kind, . 4Si9 . 

And he another way' came by't : 
^ome call it Gifts, and fome New Light:. 
A lib*ral art, that cofls no pains 
0£ih]dy, indnftry, .or brains. 
His wit was feat him for a token, 4^^ 

Bdt in the carri^e crackkl^ind broken. 
Like commendation ninepeace crook 'd 
With— To and from my love— it look*d» 
He ne'er coniider'd it, as loath 
To look a gift'horfe in ihe. month; 49^ 
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And very wifely would lay forth 

No more upon it than 'twas worth. 

But as he got it freely, fo 

He fpent it frank an^ freely too. 

For faints themfel?es will fometimes be, 475 

OF gifts that coft them nothing, free. 

By. means of«this> with hem and cough, 

Prolongers to enlighten 'd fbiff. 

He could deep myfteries unriddle, 

As eaiily as thread a needle. 50Q 

For as of vagabonds we fay 

That they are oe*er bedde their way; 

Whatever men fpeak by this new lights 

Stil! they are fure to be i* th' right. 

Tis a dark lanthorn of the Spirit, 505 

Which none fee by but thofe that bear it ; . 

A light that £ills down from on high^ 

For fpiritual trades to cozen by*; 

An IgnisFatuus, that bewitches, 

And leads men into pools or ditches, 510 

To make them dip the mfelves, and found 

For Chriftendom in dirty pond ; 

To dive like wild fowl for falvation^ 

And filh to catch (Regeneration. 

Thislightinfpifes and plays upoa^ 5x5 

The nofe of faint, like bagpipe drone,. 

And ipeaks through hollow ertipty ibu!, 

Afi through a trunk, or whifp'ring hole^ 

Such language as no mortal ear 

But fpiriiual eaves -droppers can hear. s^^ 

So Phoebus, or fome friendly mufe, 

Into iinalj poets fong iofuie i 


tS4 H tJ D I B R A S. Parti. 

Which they at feoond hftnd rehttkrk 

Through reed Of bagpipe, verfe forrerfe. 
Thus Ralph became kfaHible^ • s^S 

As three or four*legg'd oracle, 
W\e andeflt cup, or tnodef n chaff ; 

Spoke truth poiBt-blank, though unaware. 
For myiffic leartfiifg, v^ondroQS abk 

to magic talifmao and eaba], ^|q 

Whofe primitive tradition reaches 
' Ai far as Adam's firft green breeches ; 

l^eep-fighted in intelligences^ 

Ideas, atoms, foflueeces ; 

And much of terrM i0r9gnit£t SIS 

Th' intelligible "Wotld,' coutd fay ; 
. A-deep occult phil^P^er, 

As letrnVi as the vn\d Iriih are, ^ 

Or Sir Agrippa, forprofouod ' 

And folid 1 ying mu<h' renown'd : 540 

He Anthro^ofophus and FkFud, 
cAod Jacob- Behmen iitfderftood ; 

Knew fliftoy an ainnlet and charm. 

That would do neither good nor harm; 

In Rofy Crucian lore as learned, jpij 

As he that ven aitpfia earnetL 
vHe anderftood the fpeech of k^td%, 

As well as they t^iemfeives do words^; 

Could tell what fubtleft parrots mban. 

That th^ok awl fpeak contrary clean ; 550 

What member 'cisof whdim they talk 

When they ery Rope, and Walk, knare, walL 

He'd extradt numbers out of matter, 

Apd keep them in a gUis, like water ;. 
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Of fov 'reign power to make. raieB wife ; SSS 

For dropt in blear, thick- fighted eyes. 

They'd nvJ&e them fee in darkeit night, 

Like owls, though purblind in the light. 

By help of thefe, as he profefs'd, 

He had firil matter feen undrefs*d : 560* 

He took her naked all alone, 

Before one rag of form was on. 

The Chaos too he had defcry 'd. 

And feen quite through, or elfe he ]y*d : 

Not that of paileboard, which; men (hew s^i 

For groats, at f^ir of Barthol*mew ; 

But its great-grandfire, fird o' th' name. 

Whence that aad Reformation came ; 

Both coufin-germans* and rig^it able. 

T' inveigle and. draw in the rabble. 570 

But Reformation was, fbme fay, 

O* th* younger houfe to {^ppet-pJay* 

He con 14 fbrtell whatsoever was 

By confequence to come to pafs ; 

As death of great men, alterations, siS 

Difeafes, battles* inundations. 

All this without th* ecHpfe o' th' fuQ> 

Or dreadful comet, he hath done. 

By inward light, a' way as good. 

And eafy to be ubderftood ; ^Sf 

But with more. lucky hit than thofe 

That ufe to make the ftars depofe. 

Like Knights o' th' poft, and faifely charge 

Upon tbemfelves what others forge ; 

As if they were confenting to s^S 

All raifchiefs in the world men do ; 
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0(, like the devil, did tempt and fway 'em 

To rogaeries, and then betray 'em. 

Tbey'Ii fearch a planet's honfe, to know 

Who broke and robb'd a hoofe below ; 59^ 

Examine Venus and the moon. 

Who ftole a thimble or a fpoon : 

And thongh they nothing wiil confefi. 

Yet by their very looks can gaeis. 

And tell what guilty afpeft bodes, 595 

Who ftole, and who receiv'd the goods. 

They'll queftion Mars, and, by his look, 

I>ete6t who 'twas that ninmi'd a cloak ; 

Make Mercury confefs, and 'peadi 

Thofe thieves which he himfelf did teach. 600 

They'll find, i' th' phyfiognomies 

O' th' planets, all mens deftinies ; 

Like him that took the dolor's bill. 

And fwallow'd it inftead of th' pill ; 

Call the nativity o' th* queftion, 60$ 

And from pofitions to*be guefs'd on. 

As fure as if they knew the moment 

Of native's birth, tell what will come on't. 

They'll feel the pulfes of the ftars, 

To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs ; <(ia 

And tell what crifis does divine 

The rot in fheep, or mange in fwine ; 

In men, what gives or cures the itch ; 

What makes them cuckolds, poor or rich ; 

What gains or lofes, hangs or fares; 61 j 

What makes men great, what fools or knaves | 

But not what wife ; for only of thofe 

The ftars, they fay, cannot difpofe. 


CantoT. H U D I B R A S. 3^ 

No more than can the aftrologians. 

There they fay right, and like trae Trojans. 620 

This Ralpho knew^ and therefore took 

The other courie, of which we fpoke. 

Thus was th' accomplifhM Squire endu'd 
With gifts and knowledge, pcr'lous (brewd. 
Never did trufty fquire with knight, 6%s 

Or knight with fquire, e^er jump more -right. . 
Their arms and equipage did fit. 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit. 
Their valours too were of a rate. 
And out they (ally'd at the gate. 630 

Few miles on horfeback had they jogged. 
But fortune unto them turn'd dogged; 
Por they a fad adventure met. 
Of which anon we mean to treat; "" 

But ere we venture to unfold ^35 

Atchievements fo refolv*d and bold. 
We fhould, as learned poets ufe, 
invoke th* affiftance of foroe mufe; * 
However critics count it fillier 
Than jugglers talking to familiar. 640 

We think 'tis no great matter which; 
They're all alike ; yet we (hall pitch 
On one that fits our purpofe moll ; 
Whom therefore thus we do accoft. 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors, 645 

Didft infpire Withers, Pryn, and Vickars, 

And force them, though it was in fpite 

Of nature, and their ilars, to write; 

Who, as we find, in fullen writs. 

And crofs«graia'd works of modern wits, 650 
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With vanity, opinion, want. 

The wonder of the ignorant. 

The pf aifts of the author, pcnn 'd 

B* himfelf, or wit-infuring friend ; 

The itch of pi^urc in the front, 6jj 

Wi4i bays and wicked rhyme upon^t, 

AH that is left o'th' forked hilJ, 

To make m^ fcribble without fkill ; 

Can *ft make a poet fpite of fate. 

And teach all people to tranflate, 66o 

Though out of langnages in which 

They underfland no part of fpcech : 

Affift me b\it this once, I 'mplore. 

And I (hall trouble thee no more. 

In weftern clime there is a town, 66s 

To thofe that dwell therein well known; 
Therefore there needs no more be faid here. 
We unto them refer our reader; 

For brevity is very good 

When w' arc, or are not underf^ood. 6to 

To this town people did repair 

On days of market, or of fair; 

And to crack'd fiddle, and hoarfe tabor. 

In merriment did drudge and labour : 

But now a fport more formidable 675 

Had rak'd together village- rabble; 

*Twas an old way of recreating. 

Which learned butchers call Bear-baiting. 

A bold advent 'rous exercife, 

With anticnt heroes in high prize : 680 

For authors do affirm it came 

From Ifthmian or Nemsean game: 
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Others derive it from th^ Bear 
That's fix*d in nor^ern hemirph«re> 
And round about the pole does majte 69$ 

A circle like a bear at fiake. 
That at the chain's end wheekabouty 
And overturns the rabble-rout. 
For after fokmn proclamation 
In the bear's naine> (as is the fafliioa 69a 

According to the law of arms» 
To keep men from inglorious hatmt), 
Tliat none prefume to come fi> near ; 
As forty foot of (take of bear ; 
If any yet be fo fool -hardy, ^9^ 

T* expofe ihemfelves to vain jeopardy. 
If they come wounded o£P, and lame« « 

No honour's got by fuch a maim ; 
Although the bear gain much> b'ing bound 
In honour to make.good bit groiimi« 70* 

'W hen's he's engag'd, and take no notice. 
If any prefs npon him, who 'tis; 
But lets them know, at their own coft. 
That he intends to keep his poft. 
This to prevent,, and other harms* 705 

Which always wait on feats of armi» 
(For in the hurry of a fray, 
rris hard to keep out of harms way), 
Thither the Knight his courfe did^ileer. 
To keep the peace 'twixt dog and bear; 71a 
As he believ'd h' was bound to do 
In confdence and cdmmiifion too; 
And therefore thus befpoke the Squire: 
"We that are wifely mounied hii^cr 
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Than conftables io curule wit, 715 

When on tribanal bench we (it. 

Like fpecclators (hould foreiee. 

From Pharos of authority. 

Portended mifchiefs farther than 

Low Protelarian tything-men. fao 

And therefore being inform'd by bruit. 

That dog and bear had to difpute ; 

For fo of late men fighting name, 

Becaufe they often prove the fame ; 

(For where the firft does hap to be, 725 

The laft does coincUerf) ; 

^Mtum in nobis f have thought good, 

To fave th* e^pence of Chriftian blood, 

And try if we, by mediation 

Of treaty and accommodation , 7 30 

Can end the quarrel, and compofe 

The bloody duel without blows. 

Are not our liberties, our lives, * 

The Jaws,' religion, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie at ftakr 735 

For cov'nant and the caufe's fake ? 

But in that quarrel dogs and bears. 

As well as w«» muft venture theirs f 

This feud by Jefuits invented, . 

By evil counf(^ 9 fomented ; 740 

There is a Machiavi]ian-i>lot, 

(Though ev *ry nare ot/aff is not), 

A deep defign in't to divide 

The welLafFe(5led that confide^ 

By fetcing brother againft brother, 745 

To claw suid curry one aaothen 
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Have we not en^taits pim fitiSf . 

That catie et angue pejus hate us ? 

And (hall we turn our fang? and daws * « 

Upon our ownfdres without caufe ? 7JO 

That fome occult defign doth lie 

In bloody cynar&omachy. 

Is plain enough to him that knows. 

How faints lead brothers by the nole. 

I wi/h myfelf a pfeudo- prophet, 755 

But fure fome mifchief will come of it ; 

Unlefs by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncate it. 

For what defign, what intereft 

Can beaft have to encounter beaft'f 7^^ 

They fight for no efpoufed caufe. 

Frail piivilege, fundamental laws. 

Nor for a thorough reformation. 

Nor covemmt, nor proteflation. 

Nor liberty of confciences, 7^5 

Nor Lords nor Commons ordinances; . 

Nor for the church, nor for church-lands, 

To get them in their own no-hands; 

Nor evil counfeliors to bring 

To juftice, that feduce the King ; 77* 

Nor for the worfhip of us men. 

Though we have done as much for them. 

Th • ^Egyptians worfliipp'd dogs, and for 

Their faith made internecine war: 

Others ador/d a rat, and ibme 77i 

For that church fufiPer'd martyrdom; 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th' elephant and oionkey's tooths 
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And many, to defend that futht 

Fought it out mordicMt to death r 380 

But no hm£t e^er was fo flight 

Foi man, as for his God, to fight. 

They have more wit, alas ! said know 

Themfelves and us better than fi). 

But wc, who only do infufe 785 

The rage iathem like boute-feus g. 

*Ti8 our example that inftills 

In them th' infedHoaof our ills^ 

For, as fome late philofopher* 

Have well obferv'd, beafts that con?erfe 791^ 

With man, take after him, as hogs 

Get pig» all th' year > and bitches dogs ;. 

Juft fo,. by our example, cattle • 

Learn to give one another battki 

We read in Nero's time, thf Heathen^ 7^ , 

When they deftray'd the Chriftian brethren, 
. Tiwy fe w'd them in the Ikins of bears. 

And then fet dogs about their ears : 

Prom thence no doubt, th' invention came 

Of this lewd.antichiiftian game. Soa 

To this, quoth Ralpho, Verily,, 

Tha point feeras very plain to me.. 

It is an antfchriilian game, 

UnlawfuLboth in thing and name^ 

Firft, for tbe name, the word Bear-baiting 8oj 

Is carnal, and of man's creating: 

Ftor certainly there's Jio fuch word 

In ail the fcripture on record. 

Therefore unlawful, and a fin ; . 

And & is (fecoadly) the tiling* S20. 
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A vile aflembly 'tis, that can 

No more be prov'd by Scripture, than 

Provincial, ckiific, national. 

Mere human creature-cobwebs all. 

Thirdly y it is idolatrous; txj 

For when men run a- whoring thus 

With their inventions, whatfbe'er 

The thing be, whether dog or bear. 

It is idolatrous and Pagan, 

No lefs than worfhipping of Dagoo» Saa 

Quoth Hudibras, f fmell a rat ; 
Ralpho, thou doft prevaricate t 
For though the th€£s which thou layfl' 
Be true ad amuffim^ as thou iay'ft ; 
(For that bear-beating (hould appear t%s^ 

Jure iivtno lawfuller 
Than fynods are, thou dofl deny, 
Tdtidem verhUi fo do I) : 
Yet there's a fallacy in this;,-; 
For if bv fly honkufit, g^^. 

Tvjfis pro cre^tm, an art 
Under a cough to flur a f- — t, 
Thou would'ft ibphiftically imply. 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And I, quoth Ralpho, do not doubt 8^5. 

But bear-baiting may be made but. 
In gofpel- times, as lawful as is- 
Pt'ovincial or parochial cUJfn:- 
And that both are fo near of kioi 
And like in all, as we'll as fin, 84^ 

That put 'em in a bag, and fliake *em, 
Yourfelf o' the fuddeii would miflake 'em^ . 
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And not know which is which*. Uoleft 

You nieafure by their wickednefs : 

For 'tis not hard t* imagine whether &45 

O' th* two is worft, though I name neither. 

: Quoth Hudibras, Thou offer'ft much. 

But art not able to keep touch. 

Mira ie lente^ as 'tis i' th' adage. 

Id eft, to make a kek a cabbage ; t$Q^ 

Thou 'It be at beft but fuch a bull,1 

Or {hear fwine, all ery and no wool ; 

For what can fymods haye at all, 

AVith bear that's anological ? 

Or what rebiioa has debating' Zssi 

Of church-afFairs with bear-baiting? 

A jttfl comparifon ftill is 

Of things ejufdem generis. 

And then what ge9MS rightly doth 

Include and comprehend them both I 8to 

If animal, both of us may 

As juftly pafs for bears as they ; 

For we are animals no lefs. 

Although of diffVeot fpeciefes. 

But,. Ralpho, this is not fit place^ 865 

Nor time to argue out the cafe : 

For now the field is not far off^ 

"Where we muft give the world a proof 

.Of deeds, not words, and fuch as fuit 

Another manner of difpute ; S70 

A controverfy that affords 

Adions for arguments, not words : 

Which we muit manage at a rate 

Of prowof& Md coadudl adcqjiate 
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To wh4t our place and ^me doth provaik, 875 

And all the godly exped from as. 

Nor (hail they be deceiVd, unlefs 

We're flurr'd and outed by faccefs: 

Saccefs, the mark no mortal wit^ 

Or fnreft hand» can always hit : $go 

For whatfbe'er we perpetrate, 

"We do but roV, we're fteer'd by Fate, 

Which in fncceis oft difioherits. 

For fpurious caufe?, noblefl; merits. 

Great actions are dot always true ions tZj 

Of great and mighty refolutions. 

Nor do th' boldeft attempts bring forth 

Events ftill equal to their worth : 

But fometimes fail, and in their ftead 

Fortune and cowardice fucceed. . E90 

Yet we have no great cauie to doubt. 

Our a(5lions ftill h^ve borneus out : 

Which, though they're known to be Co ample» 

We need not copy from example ; 

We're not the only perfona durft g^j 

Attempt this province, nor tJje firft. 

In northern clime a val'rous knight 

Did whilom kill his bear in fight. 

And wound a fiddler : we have both 

Of thefe the objefls of our worth, 900 * 

And equal fame and glory from 

Th' attempt of viftory to come. 

Tis fung, there is a valiant Mamalnke 

In foreign land, yclep'd— v * i /"f -. ^t-- ^^ ^ . ^ 

To whom we have been oft compared 905 ' 

For perfoo, parts, addrefs and beards 


4$ H U D I B R A S. P«rt & 

Both equally reputed ftout. 

And in the ikme cauie both ha^e fought ; 

He oft in fuch attemptt as thefe 

Came off with giory and fuccefi ; 9M 

Nor will we fall in th* executtoir^ 

Fos want of equal refolution. 

Honour is like a widow» won 

With briik attempt and puftiog 09» 

With ent'ring manfully, and urgiogi $ts 

Not (low approaches, like a ?irgMi* 

This faid, as yerft the Phrygian kiHgbti 
So ours, with rufty &el did fm&te 
His Trojan iM>rfe» and juft as nnioh 
He mended pace upon the touch ; 9MI 

Bat from hia empty ftomach groan 'd, 
Juft a^ that hollow heaft did fouod* 
And angry aofwer'd front behnid» 
With brandifh'd tail and blaftpf wukL 
So havo I ieen, with armed h«sl, 9»; 

A wight beftride a commonweal; 
IVhile ftill the more he kick'd and fpiur'd. 
The lefs the&UeaSadt hai fttfr*d 
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CANTO SECOND, 


THE ARGUMENT, 

The catalogoe and tbaraAer 
Of tk' enemies htd men of war : 
"Whom, in a bold harangue, the Kright 
Defies, and challenges to 6glit; 
H' encounters Tatg«l, ro«ts the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prifoner i 
Conveys him to inchantcd caOrle, 
There flints him faft in wooden baftile. 

THERE was an ancient fage philoiopheT, 
That had read Alexander Ro& over ; 
And fwore the world, as he could prove. 
Was made of fighting and of lovei: 
Juft fo romances are, for what clfe j 

Is in them all, bat love and battles ? 
O' th' firft of thefe we've no great matter 
To treat of, but a world o* th* ktter : 
In which to do the>injur*d right, 
We mean, in what cooccrns iixfJt fight, {O 

Certes our authors are to blame. 
For to make fome well -founding name 
A patteri^ £t for modern knights 
To copy out in firays and fights ; 
( Like thofe tliat a whole ftreet do raze, X5 

To bttild a palace in ^e pkce). 
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They never care how many others "" 

They kill^ without regard of mothen. 

Or wives, or children, fo they can 

Make up fome fierce dead-doing man, ^ 

Composed of many ingredient vaiours* 

Juft like the manhood of nine tailors : 

So a wild Tartar, when he fpies 

A man that's handfome, valiant, wife, . 

If he can kill Him, thinks t' inherit %$ 

His wit, his beauty, and his fpirit : 

As if juft fo much he enjoy'd, 

As in another is deftroy*d. 

For when a giant's flain in fight. 

And mow'd o'erthwart, or deft downright, jo 

It is a heavy cafe, no doubt, 

A man fhould have his brains beat out, 

Becaufe he's tall, and has large bones. 

As men kill beavers for their (tones. 

But as for our part, we (hall tell " 35 

The naked truth of what befd ; 

And as an equal friend to both 

The Knight and Bear, bnt more to troth. 

With neither fafHon ihall take part« 

But give to each his due defert; 40 

And never coin a formal lie on't, 

To make the Knight o'ercome the giant. 

This b'ing profefs'd we hope's enough. 

And now go on where we left off. 

They rode, but authors having not* 45 

Determin'd whether pace or trot, 
(That is to fay, whether tollntation, 
As they do term't, or fuccu&tioo)^ 
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AVe leavd it^ and go on, as now 
Sappofe they did, no matter how : 50 

Yet fome from fubtie hints have got 
Myfterious light it was a trot. 
But let that pals : they now begun 
To fpur their liwog engines on. 
For as whipp'd tops, and bandy'd balls, ss 

The learned hold, are animals ; 
So horfes they affirm to be 
^ere en^nes made by Geometry ; 
And were invented firft from engines. 
As Indian Britons weie from penguins. .60 

So let th^m be: as I was faying. 
They their live engines ply'd, not ftaylng 
Until they reached the fatal champain 
' "Which th' enemy did then encamp on ; 
The dire Pharfaliao plain, where battle &s 

Was to be wag'd *twixt puiflknt cattle. 
And fierce auxiliary men.. 
That came to aid their brethren ; 
Who now began to take the field, 
^s knight from ridge of fteed beheld; ^o 

For as our modem wits behold. 
Mounted a pick-back on the old. 
Much farther off; much farther he. 
Raised on his aged beaft, could fee : 
Yet not fufiicient to defcry jg 

All pofttires of th * enemy ; 
Wherefore he bids the Squire ride further, 
T* obferve their numbers, and their order; 
That when their numbers he had known. 
He might know how to fit his own, Zs 

t E 
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Meanwhile he ftopp*d his wiiiing Utecd, 

To fit himfelf for martial deed. 

Both kind* of metal he prepar'd, 

Either to give blows, or to ward ; 

Courage and fteel, both of great force, ^j 

Prepared for better or for worfe. 

His death-charg'd pidols he did fit well. 

Drawn out from life-preferviog vittle; 

Thefe being prim*d, with force he Iabour*d 

To fiee's Iword from retentive fcabbard : ^o 

And afier many a painful pluck. 

From rufty durance he baiPd tuck. 

Then fhook himfelf, to fee, that proweis 

In fcabbjird of his arms fat Joofe; 

And ralsM upon his defpVatc foot, ^5 

On ftirrup-fide he gaz'd about. 

Portending blood, like blazing ftar. 

The beacon of approaching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no lefs fpeed 

Than Hugo in the foreft did : xoo 

But far more in returning made; 

For now the foe he had furvey'd. 

Ranged, as to him they did appear. 

With van, main battle, wings and rear. 

r th' head of all this warlike rabble, XGs 

Crowdero march'd, expert and able. 
Inftead of trumpet and of drum. 
That makes the warrior's ftomach come, 
Whofe noife whets valour Iharp, like beer 
By thunder turn*d to vinegar ; - no 

(For if a trumpet found, or drum beat, 
"Who has not a month's mind to combat ?) 


It^i>. 
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A (<]U6aking engine he apply*d 

Unto his neck, on north-eaft fide, 

Juft where the hangman does difpofe, us 

To fpecial friends, the knot of noofe : 

For 'tis great grace, when ftatefmen ilrait 

Difpatch a friend, Jet others wait. 

His warped car hung o'er the firings, 

Which was but foufe to chitterlings ; xao 

For guts, fome write, ere they are fodder ^ 

Are fit for mafic, or for pudden : 

Fr6m whence men borrow evVy kind 

Ofminftrelfy, by firing or wind. 

His grifly beard was long and thick, X15 

"With which he ftrung his fiddle-flick : 

For he to horfe-tail fcorn'd to owe, 

Fdr what on his own chin did grow.' 

Chiron, the four-Jegg'd Bard, had both 

A beard and tail of his own growth ; Z30 

And yet by authors 'tis av^rr'd. 

He made ufe only of his beard. 

ki StaflFordfliire, where virtuous worth 

Does raife the rainflrelfy, not birth. 

Where bulls do chufe the boldefk king, 1$$ 

And ruler, o'er t^ie men of firing ; 

(As once in Perfia, Vis faid. 

Kings were proclaimed by horfe that neigh'd) ; 

He bravely vent'ring at a crown. 

By chance of war was beaten down, 140 

And wounded fore : his leg then broke> 

Had got a deputy of oak ; 

For when a fhin in fight is cropt. 

The knee with one of timber's i>ropl» 
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£^emM more hoftVable tban the <Kher» 14J 

And takes place, tho* the y«ynger bi other. 

Next march*d brave Orfm, famoofl far 
"Wife condttdl, and fuccefs ki wir; 
A (kilful leader, ftour, {evere. 
Now marfhal ta the cbampioo Bear« kjo 

With tninclieon tipt with iron hjc%4» 
The warrior to the Itfh he led ; 
With folema march, and flaiely piKCj 
But far more grave aod ibleiaa hfi^ ; 
Crave as the Emperor o£ Pegq* uj 

Or Spanifli potentate* Doo Dteg#. 
This leader was of knowlege gre«|:^ 
Either for charge, or for reti eat. 
He knew when IQ falJ on peW^mel^ 
To fall back and retreat as well. l4a 

So lawyers, leil the Bear dcfeadant* 
And plantiff Dog, fkoM make an end on^t« 
Do ftave and tail with writs of ecjFar» 
Reverfe of judgment, and demnrc^r. 
To let them breath a while, a«d theft 1^ 

.Cry Whoop, and Ut them on.agfn. 
As Romuais a wolf did rear. 
So he was dry-nurs'd by a bear^ 
That fed him with the purcha&'d prey 
Of maay a fierce and bloody fray i 17^ 

Bred up where difcipline mod rare JSt 
Iq Military garden Paiis. 
As foldiers heretofore did grow 
I n gardens jufl as weeds do now ; 
Until fome fplay^foot politiciaai f 7i 

T* Apollo oS<»r*d up petitions. 
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For licenfiDg a new invention 

Xb'ad found out an antique engine. 

To root out al' the weeds that grow 

In public gardens at a blow, xS6 

And leave th' herbs (landing. Quoth Sir Sun, 

My friends, that is not to be done. 

Not done ! quo * Statefraan ; yes, an*t pleafe ye. 

When 'tis Once known, you'll fay 'tis eafy. 

Why then let's know it, quoth Apallo: 185. 

We'll beat a drum, and they'll all follow. 

A drum ! qiioth Phoebus, troth that's true, 

A,p/etty invention,, quaint, and new.. 

But tho* of voice and inftrument 

We are th! undoubted prefident : 190 

We fuch loud mufic don't profefs 2c 

The Devil's maftei of that office. 

Where it muft pafs ; if 't be a drum. 

He'll ijgn it with Cler. Park Dona. Com. 

To him apply yourfelves, and iie 195 

Will foon difpatch you for his fee- 

They did fo ; but it prov'd fo ill, . 

Tii'ad bettet let 'era grow, there ftlll; 

Bue to refume what we difcourfing . 

Were on before, .that is, ftout Orfin ; . aoo . 

That which fo oft by fundry writers 

Has been apply 'dt'ahnoft all fighters, . 

Moce juftly may ,b' afcribed to this, , 

Than any other warrior, (viz.) 

None ever a^ed both parts bolder, 305^ 

Both of a chieftain and a foldier. 

He was of great defcent, and high . 

FiorrfpUodQC and aatiqqity, . 

E3 
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And from ceJeflial ongine 

Deriv'd liimfelf id a right Hoe. aitt 

Not as the ancient heroes did. 

Who, that their bafe births mr^t be hid, 

(Knowing they were of a doubtful gender^ 

And that they came in at a windore). 

Made Jupiter himfelf and others «IS 

O* th' Gods, gallants to their own mothers, 

To get on them a race of champions, 

(Of which old Homer firft made lampoons.) 

Ardophylax in northern fphere 

Was his undoubted anceftor : a so 

From him his great forefathers came, 

And in all ages bore his name 

Learned he was in med'c*nal lore ; 

For by his fide a pouch he wore. 

Replete with ftrange hermetic powder, 9%s 

That wounds nine miles pornt-blank votild 

By fkilful chymift with great coft {folder, 

£xtra<fled from a rotten poil ; 

But of a beav^nlier influence 

Than that which mountebanks ^tiipenie ; %y> 

Tho'^by Promethean five made. 

As tliey do ^ack that drive that trade. 

For as when floTCus do amifs 

At others doors,. by ftoolor ptfs» 

The learned wvtce,. a red-hot fpk «jj 

B'ing prudently apply Vl to ky 

Wilt convey mi&hief from the dung 

Unto the part that did the wrong : 

So this did heaHng, and as fure 

As thiii did mi&hiefA this would cure. S4P 
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Thus virtuous Orfin was endu'd 
"With learning, conduct, fortitude 
Incomparable ; and as the prince 
Of poets, Homer fung long fince, 
A Ikilful leech is better far 345 

Than half a hundred men of war; 
So be appear'd, and by his fkill. 
No leis than dint of fword could kill. 

The gallant Bruin march'd next hiaa» 
With vifage formidably grim, ijo 

And rugged as a Saracen, 
Or Turk of Mahomet^ own klo : 
Clad in a mantle dtllaguene 
Of rough, impenetrable fur ; 
And in his nofe, like Indian king, %SS 

He wore, for ornament, a ring; 
About his neck a threefold gorget. 
As rough as tiebled leathern target ; 
Armed, as heralds, cant« and langued. 
Or, as the vulgar fay, fliarp-fanged* %6o 

For as the teeth in beafts of prey 
Are fwords, with which they fight In fray ; 
So fwords, in men of war, are teeth 
Which they do eat their vittle with, 
He was by birth, fome authors write, %6s 

A Ruffian, fom^ a Mufcovite ; 
And 'mong the Coflacks had been bred,. 
Of whom we in diurnals read. 
Thai ferve to fill up pages here. 
As with their bodies ditches there: f 70 

Scriman/ky was his coufin-german, 
'With whom he ferv'd, and fed on rermia : 
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And ^en thefe fail'd* he'd fuck his claws» 
And quarter himfeif upon his paws. 
And tho' his countrymen^ the Huns, t7j 

Did ftew their meat.between their buois 
And th* horfes Backs o'er which they ilraddle. 
And ev'ry raan ate a p his iaddJe, 
He was not half fo nice as they«, 
,But ate it raw when't came in*s way. s8o 

He had trac'd countries far and near« 
More than Le Blanc the traveller ; 
Who writes, he fpous'd in India, 
Of noble houfe, a Jady gay. 
And got on her a race of worthies, . tSs 

As flout as any upon earth is. 
Eull many a fight for hina between 
Talgol and Orfih oft had been ;. 
Each flrivingto obtain the ciown 
Of a fav*d citizen : the one 2Q0 

To guard his Bear, the other fought 
To aid his Dog ; both made more flout 
By feveral fpurs of neighbourhood. 
Church fellow- memberlhip, and blood ; 
But TalgoI, mortal foe to cows, 395 

Never got ought of him but blows; 
Blows, hard and heavy, fuch as he 
Had lent, repaid with ufury. 

Yet Talgol was of courage ftout. 
And vanqulfh'd oft'ner than he fought ; |Q0 
lnur*d to labour, fweat, and toil, . 
And, like a champion, fhone with oil... 
Right many a widow his keen blade, . 
And many fatherlefs, had made*. > 
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He many a boar, and huge don cow 50^ 

Did, like aoother Guy, Q*<rtlirQW* 

But Guy with him in ight eqiniMf 'd« 

Had like the boar and dun cow farM. 

With greater troops of (heep b' bad fongbt 

Than Ah^> or bold Doq Qitij^Qte ; 31a 

And many a ferpent of feJI kiAd» 

Wiih wings before^ and fttngs b<hiad» 

Subdu*d. as Poets fay, Jo^g ^^gooc 

Bold Sir George, St George, did the dfjlgoa* 

Nor engine, nor deyiqe poI«mic» 9(5 

Difeafe, nor do^or epidemic. 

Though ftor'd with deJctery 8Kd^4iie9« 

(Which whofocver tool^ is deid &9C%)^ 

E'er fent fo vafl a coioay 

To both the under worlds as he* %%A. 

For he was of thftt n^^ble trad^» 

That deiT(i:giKls and heroes made. 

Slavghter, ^ knocking on the head; 

The trade on which thi^y all w«rc bred» 

And is, like others, glorious whca f 4i 

*Ti8 great and larg«« but baft if mean. 

The former ridet ia triumph lor k. 

The latter in a two^wbect'd cbarioi* 

Vor daring to profane a thtog 

So facf «d with vile bungfiog. 5 j^ 

Next thefe the hnvt M^aaoo cane» 
Magnano 1 great in martial fame* 
Yet when with Orfin he wag'd igbt» 
Tis fung he got bat little by'c 
Yet he was fierce as fv>re(l^boar> 115 

Whofe fpoils upon his ba^k he wore. 
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As thick as Ajax* fereo'fold (hiM, 

Which o'er his brazen arms he held; 

But brafs was feeble to refift 

The fury of his armed Gil ; - 140 

Kor cotdd the hardeft iron hold oat 

Againft his blows, but they would throngh't. 

In magic he was deeply read. 
As he that made the brazen head ; 
profoundly fklH'd in the back art, 345 

As English Merlin for his heart ; 
Bat far more fldlful in the fpheres, - 
That he was at the fieve and (hears* * 
He could transform himfelf in colour. 
As like the devil as a collier ; }jo 

As like as hypocrites in (how 
Are to true faints, or crow to crow. 

Of warlike engines he was author, 
Devis*d for quick difpatch of (laughter: 
The cannon, blunderbufs, and faker, tss 

He was th' inventor of and maker : 
The trumpet and the kettie-drum 
Did both from his invention come. 
He was the fird: that e'er did teach 
To make, and how to flop a breach. |6o 

A lance he bore with iron pike, 
Th* one half would thruft, the other ftrlke c 
And when their forces he had jotn'd, 
He fcorn*d to turn his parts behind. 

He Trulla lov'd, Trulla more bright s^S 

Than burniHiM armour of her kdght : .. 
A bold virago, flout and tall, 
^s Joan of France, or £ngli(h MaU« - . 
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Through perils both of wind aad iimby 

Through thick and thin ihe follow 'd him^ 370 

In ev'ry adventure h' undertook, 

And never him ot it. foribok. 

At breach of wali, or b^dge fui-prife, 

She Ihar'd i' th* hazard and the prize ; 

At beating quarters up, or forage, ^fj 

Behaved herfelf with matchlefs courage, 

And ]aid about in (ight more bulily. 

Than th' Amazonian dame PenthefiJe. 

And though fonie critics here cry ihame. 
And fay our authors are to blame, 380 

That (fpite of all phiJofophers, 
Who hold no females flout but bears; 
And heretofore did fo abhor 
That women (hould pretend to war. 
They would not fiiffer the ftouteft dame 385 
To fwear by Hercules's name) 
Make feeble ladies, in their works. 
To fight like termagants and Turks: 
To. lay their native arms afide. 
Their modeff y, and ride aftride ; 39O 

To run a-tilt at men, and wield 
Their naked tools in open field ; 
As ftout Armida, bold Thaleftris, 
And (he that would have been the miflreis 
Of Gundibert; but he had grace, 395 

And rather took a country-lafs : 
They fay 'tis falfe without all fenfe. 
But of pernicious confequence 
To government, which they fuppoie 
Can never be upheld in profe ; 400 
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Sttip Natore naked ta tke Askt, 

Yon 11 find about her do fudi tUngi 

It may be fo ; yet what we tell' 

Of Trulla that's mprabihk. 

Shall be de|K»>ct by AofCt hate tetiik%' ^os 

Or what's as eok>d« produc'd m prkt: 

Hnd if they vrtA not take dur Word| ' 

We'll prcyve it tiMie upon T^oottL 

The upright Gerdoi> oext adtanicMy 
Of all his p^e tk^ vaiiaiit'ft : 4%^ 

Cerdoil lh« Great, reooWQUirt tong^ 
like Herc1es» ior repair df wniM)g : 
He rais'd the low^ and forttfy*d 
The weak agaiiift the ftrotogeft fide; 
111 has he read, that aever hit 4)5 

On him in'Mofee deathle& writ. 
He had a weapon keen and fierce^ 
That through a bull^hide ftieid woultt pierc:e» 
And cat it in* a tkoufaad pieces. 
Though tougher than the Kni^t of Greece hts. 
With whom his black-thumb*d anceftor 4S( 
Was comrade in the ten years war : 
For when the reftleis Greeks fat dowot 
So many years, before Troy town». ' 
And were renowned, as Homer writes, 415 

For weil-foard bootft^ noleis tkati fights; 
THey ow'd that glory bnly to 
Ilis anceftor, thatnkade them (o* 
Fail friend he was to reformatk>d« 
Until 'twas worn cpiite out of f a^ybios ; 4^0 • 

Next redifier of wty law, 
4aid would make three to cure one 4^. 
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Learned he was» and could take note, 

Tranfcribe, colledl, tranflate, and quote. 

But preaching was his chiefeft talent, 435 

Or argument, in which b'ing Valiant, 

He us'd to lay about and ftickle, 

JLike ram or buli at conventicle-: 

For difpatants, like rams and bullf, 

Do fight with arms that fprtng from fculls. 440 

Laft Colon came, bold man of war, 
Deftin'd to blows by fatal ilar ; 
Right expert in command of hprfe, 
But cruel and without remorfe. 
That which of Centaur long ago 445 

Was faid, and has been wreded to 
Some other knights, was true of this. 
He and his horfe wete of a piece. 
One fpirit did inform them both. 
The fclf-fame vigour, fury, wroth : 450 

Yet he was much the rougher part. 
And always had a harder heait ; 
Although the horfe had beeft^oj^thoie 
That fed on man*s fiefh, as fame goes ; 
Strange food for horfe ! and yet, alas, 4^ 

It may be true ; for fieOi isji^afs. 
Sturdy he was, and no kfs able 
Than Hercules to clean a flable : 
As great, a* di over, and as great 
A critic top, in hog or neat. 460 

He ript the womb up of his mother. 
Dame TcUus, 'caufe (he wanted fothcr 
And provender wherewith to feed 
Hirafelf, and his lefs cruel fkeed. 
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It was a queftion whether he 46s 

Or*s horfe were of a family 

More worfhipfuF; till antiquaries 

(After they'd almoft por'd out their eyes) 

Did very learnedly decide 

The bus'nefs on the hotfe^s fide, 470 

And prov'd not only horfe, but ciovs, 

Nay pigs, were of the elder hoafe: 

For beafls, when man was but a piece 

Of earth himfelf, did th' earth pofleft. 

Thefe worthies were the chief that led 47^ 
The combatants, each in the head 
of his command, with arms and rage. 
Ready and longing to engage. 
The num'rous labble was drawn out 
Of (ev'ral counties round about, 4S0 

l^rom villages remote, and (hires, 
Ofeaft and weftern hemifpheres : 
From foreign parifhes and regions. 
Of diflFVent manners, Qjeech, teligions, 
Came men and maftiflFs ; fome to fight • 4S5 
For fame and honour, fome for fight. 
And now the field of death, the lilts 
Were enter*d by antagonifts, • 
And blood was rt ady to be broach*d ; 
When Hudibras in hafte approach 'd, 4^ 

With Squire and weapons to attack *cm : 
^ttt firft thus from his horfe befpake 'em* 

What rage, O citizens ! what fury 
Doth yoo to thefe dire aftions hurry ? 
What vjfrum, what phrenetic mood 4^5 

Makes you thus lavifli of your blood. 
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While the proud Vies your trophies boaft, 

And anrevcng^*d wjks — ^^— ghoft ? 

"What towns what garrifons might you 

With hazard of this blood fubduc, jj09 

W^hich now y*are bent to throw away • 

In vain, untriumphable fray ? 

Shall faints in civil blood/hed waJJow 

Of faints^ and let the caufe ly fallow? 

Thecau/e, for which we fought and fwore ,^o^ 

So boldly, ftiall we now give o*ep ?' . 

Then, becaufequairelsftill are ten - 

With oailis and fwearings.to begiuj. 

The folemn league and covenant . 

Will feem z niece- God -damn -me-rant ;• jfxo 

^nd we that took it, and have fought . 

As Jewd ^8 drunkards that fall out : 

For as we make war for the King 

Againil himfelf, the felf-fame thing* . . 

Some will not (Hck to fwear w^ do J15 

FoV God, and for religion too : 

For if Bear-baiting we allow. 

What good ^an reformation do ? 

The blood and txeafure that's laid out. 

Is thrown away, and goes for nought. ^%o 

Art thcfe the fruits o* th* protcftation, 

The prototype' of reformation, . • 

Which all the faipts, and fome, fince martyrs. 

Wore in their hafs like wedding-garters, 

When 'twas rejfolv'd by either, houfc 515 

Six members' quarrel to cfponfe ? 

Did they for this draw down tlic rabble, . 

With, ze^ and npifes form}dal?lr, 

F4t 
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And make al! cries about the Town 

Join throats to cry the Bifhops down ? 530 

Who having round begirt the palace, 

(As once a month they do the gallowi)^ 

As members gave the fign about. 

Set up their throats with hideoas (hout. 

When tinkers bawl'd aloud, to fettle SSS 

Church -difcipline, for patching kettle : 

Ko fow-gelder did blow his horn 

To geld a cat, but cry'd. Reform. 

The oyfler- women lock'd their fifh up. 

And trudgVi away, to cry. No Bifhop. 540 

The moufe-trap men laid fave-alls by, 

Aad *gainft Evil Counfellots did cry. 

Botchers left old clothes in the lurch. 

And fell to turn and patch the Church. 

Some cry'd the Covenant, inftead S4S 

Of Pudding pies, and Ginger-bread. 

And fome for Brooms, Old Boots and Shoes^ 

Bawl 'd out to Pu rge the Common hoafe. 

Indead of Kitchen-i!;u£P, fome cry, 

A gofpel-preaching Miniftry : 550 

And fome for Old Suits, Coats, or Cloaki 

No Surplices, nor Service-book. 

A ftrange harmonious inclination 

Of all degrees to Reformation, 

And is this all ? is this the end SSS 

To which thefe carr'ings on did tend ? 

Hath Public faith, like a young heir. 

For this ta*en up all forts of ware^ 

And run int' ev'ry tradefman*8 book. 

Till both turned banknspts and are broke i 560 
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Did iaints , for thlv^ring.W itheur pltxc. 

And croud as if they 4$ime tocf late ? > 

For when th^j thovgEt theCauiehad need oo't« 

Happy was he that could g^t ctd oo^t. 

Did <they co'yi pif9-t>ots, bowls, and £aggOQ8« s^S \ 

lot' officers of horfe and dragoons ; . . 

And into pikes and mufqueteers 

Stafnp beakers^r cups, luid porrzagers f , 

A thimble> bodkin, and a fpoon, 

Pid ftart up li?ipg men as foon 5 ^ 

As in the furnace they were thrown ; 

Juft like the dragon's teeth b'ing fown, 

fhpn was the caufe of gold and plate, 

Th'brcthren'aofl^Vings, coftfec^tc, 

Like th' Hebr|BW calf, and dowfi beftwe it^ ^7*^ 

The faints fell ^roftrate, to adore it ; . ' ' 

So fay the wicked--— and will you 

Make that larcafinus Scandal true,.. 

By running after pogs and Bears,. 

Beafts more unclean than calves or ftecte f ' s9d 

Have pow'rful preachers pi y'd their iongu«. 

And laid themfelres out and their Ivingsi i ' 

Us'd all I^ea^s, j>oth direa and fioifter, 

V th* pow'r of Gofpel-prcaching Minifler ? 

Have they invented tones to win ^g4 

The wonien, and make them draw-fn 

The men, as. Indians jvith a female 

Tame eleph ant inveigle the male ? ' 

Have they told ?rov 'dence'what it tnoft do; ^ 

Whom to avoid, -and whom to truft to ? ' J9O' 

Difcover 'd th' epemy 's defign, ' 

Andwhich way beft to countermine? . 

' F 2 
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Pjrefcrib'd what wtyt it baih to work« 

Or it will ne'er advance the Kirk? 

Told it the news o' th' laft expreft , 595 

And after good or bad fuccefi. 

Made prayers, not £0 like petitions^ 

As OTertures and propofitioos^ 

(Such as the array did prefect 

To their Creator, th' ParUameftt}, (09 

la which they fveely will coofefs, . 

!niey will not, cannot acquiefce^ 

Unlefs the Wotk be carry'd ott^ 

In the fame way they ha?e beguii^ 

By fettiog church and co^jmOn^weal fioj 

Ail on a iSame, bright as their zeal,^ 

Qu which the faints were all agog, 

And all this fbf a Bear and Dog t 

The Parliament drew up petitions 

To 'tfelf, and £ent them, like cominilEooa, 6ia 

To well-affed^ed perfons down,^ 

In eyVy city and great town ; 

Wjth powV to>Ievy horie and.meo». . 

Only to bring them backagen : 

For this did many, many a milc^. Ci^^ 

Ride n^aolully in rao^ and file» 

With papers in therr hat8». that fl&ow'd 

As if they teethe, pillory rode. 

Have all thefe.fsoarfea, theie efforts^. 

Been try'd by ptop^e of aU forta, fiaa 

ITr/ii etrtmis^ ^muikuf tuetvis^: 

4od all t' 'advance the.Cauie^s ferviec? 
And fhali all now b/s thrown ava^ 
In peifiJaat inteftine fray.?. 
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Shall we that in the Cov'fiant fvott, $9^ 

Each man of us to roh before 

Another fUU 11) Reformation^ *> 

GiTe Dogs and Bears a dtfpenfation r 

How will diffenting Brethren relifh it ? 

W^hat will malignants fay ? vhttliat, C%%. 

That each man fwore to do his beft,. 

To damn and per] ore all die reft; 

And bid the dcTil lake the hindmofi, 

'Who at this race is like to win moft. 

They'll fay our bus'neis to reform i^S 

The church and ftate, is but a worn ; 

For to fubfcribe, unfigbt, Unfeen,. 

To an nnknowa cfaurch-difciplioe. 

What is it elfe, bat beforehand 

T ' engage, and after underftand ? ^ 

For when we fwore to carry on 

The prefent reformation. 

According to the pureft mode 

Of churches beft reformed abroad, 

What did we elft but make a^TOW ^45 

To do we know not what or how ^ 

For no three of us will agree 

Where, or what churches thefe fhouKI be; 

And is indeed the felf-fame cafe 

With theirs that fwore </ cdteras / 5^^ 

Or the French league, in which men Tow'd 

To figh t to the laft drop of blOod. 

Tliefe flanders wil* be thrown upon- 

The Caufe and Work we carry on, 

tf we permit men to run headlong 45J 

V exorbitances fit for Bedlam : 


father than Gospel- walkiog ticnes, 

WheD flighted fios^ are £^m^ft > criipei^ 

But we the matter fo ihall handk^ 

Ai to remore that odious fcandal & ifio 

In name of King 9Xid ParJiapienty 

j charge ye ^11, ^0 more fomeot 

This feud, but keep ihe pea^e betweea 

Your brethren and your cpuDtrymeD ; 

And to thofe places ftraight repair, 6^ 

Where your refpe^ive dwellings axe, 

put to that pt^rpofe fir ft furrender 

The Fiddler, a^^ the prime offender, 

Th* incendiary vile, thy^t is chief 

Author and engineer of mifcbief; $J9 

That makes divifion between friends, 

for profane and malignant ends. 

He, and that engine of vile noiie. 

On which illegally he plays, . 

Shall,, dieium faSlum, both be brought ^7^ 

To condign punifhment, as they ought. 

This muft be done, and I would fain iee 

Moital fo f^urdy as to gainfay : 

For then 1*11 take another courfcjl 

And foon redux:e you all by force. 6^9^ 

-<I'his faid, he clapt his hand on fword. 

To /hew he meant to keep his word. 

ButTalgol, whohadlongfiippreft .• 

Inflam'd wrath .in globing breaft. 

Which now began to rage and burn a& . 41^ 

Implacable as. fianic in furnace, 

Tims anfwer*d him : Thou vermin wretcbedic * 

As e 'er in meafled pprk was hatched ;. 
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TJiou tail of Worfliip, that doft grow ' • 

On rump of juftice as of coW ; 690 

How dar'fl thou with that fallen luggage 

O* th* felf, old ir*n, and other baggage, 

>Vith which thy fteed of bones and leather 

Has broke his wind in halting hither ; 

How durft th', I fay, adventure thus 69S 

T* oppofe thy lumber agaiofl us ? 

Could thine impertinence find out 

No work t* employ itfelf about, 

"Where thou, fecure from wooden blow. 

Thy bufy vanity might*ft fhow ? 70© 

Was no difpute a- foot between 

The caterwawling brethren ? 

No fttbtle queftion rais'd among 

Thofe out-o'- their wits, and thofe i' th' wrong ; 

No prize between thofe com1>atants 705 

O' th' times, the land and water faints ; 

Where thou might'ft ftickle without hazard 

Of outrage to thy hide muzzard ; 

And not for want of bus'nefs come 

To us to be thus troublefome, 7x0 

To interrupt our better fort 

Of difputants, and fpoil our fport f 

Was there no felony, no bawd, 

Cut-purfc, nor burglary abroad ? 

Ko ftolen pig, nor plunder 'd goole, 715 

To tie thee up from breaking loofc ? 

Ko ale unlicens'd, broken hedge, 

Tor which thou Statute might'ft aUedge, 

To keep thee bufy from foul evil. 

And fhame due to' thee from the devil ; 790 
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Did no committee (it, where he 

Alight cut out Journey-work for thee ; 

And fet th' a talk, with fubornation^ 

To ilitch up fale ajid fequeflration^ 

To cheat, with hoJinefs and zeal, 745 

All parties and the common weal ? 

^uch better had it been for thee, 

H* had kept thee where th* art us'd to be ; 

Or fent th* on bns'nefs any whither. 

So he had never brought thee hither. . j^ 

But if th' haft brain enough in fcull . 

To keep itfelf in lodging whole,. 

And not provoke the rage of ftohes 

And cudgels to thy hide and bones; 

Tremble, and vanifli, while thou may'di f^f 

Which ril not promife if thou ftay'fl. 

^trthis the f(n.igkt jgrew hi^ in wroth. 

And lifting hanc^ an4 eyes up both, . 

Thr^ time&he fmote. on ftomach ftout, . 

From whence at laft thefe words broke oat. 

Was f for. this intitled Sir^ 74X 

And girt with trufty fword and -fpor, : 
For fame and honouf to wage batt|e. 
Thus to be bfav'd by foe to cattle ? 
I^ot all that pride that makes thee fwell_ ^ 745 
As big as thou dpd bbwn-up veal ; . 
Hor all thy tricks and Heights to cheats 
And fell thy. carrion for good meat; 
Not all thy magic to repair - 
Decay'd old age in tough lean ware, . 750 

Make natVal d^atl^ appear thy work, 
And ftop the gangrene in ftale pork; 
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Not all that force that makes thee proud, ' 

BecaufeBy bullock ne'er withflood ; 

Though arm'd with all thy cleavers, knives, 75^ 

And axes made to hew down lives. 

Shall fave or help tljee to evadd 

Tite hand of Juftice, or this blade, 

Which I, her Tword- bearer, do*carry. 

For civil deed and military. 7^^ 

Nor (hall thele words of venom'bafe. 

Which thofi haft from their native place, 

Thy ftomach, punrp'd to fling on me, ', 

Go unreveng'd, though I am free. 

Thou down the fame throat (halt devour 'em, 7^j 

Like tainted beef, and pay dear for 'em. 

Nor fhall it e'er be faid, that wight 

With gauntlet blue, and bafes white. 

And round blunt truncheon by his (ide. 

So great a man at arms defy'd 779 

W^ith words far bitterer than wormwood. 

That would in Job or Grizel ftir mood. 

Dogs \Vith their tongues their wounds do heal. 

But men w^th hands, as thou (halt feel. 

This faid, with hafty rage he fnatch'd 775 
His gunftiot, that in holfters watch'd; 
And bending <:ock, He leveHM full 
Afeainft th * outfide of Tafgol^s fcull : 
Vowing that' he fliould ne'er ftir further, 
Nor henceforth cow or bullock murther. 780 
But JPalfas came in fhape of rufl, 
AnJ 'iwixt the fpring and hammer ihrufl 
Her Gorgon fhield, which made the cock 
Stand fliflP, as 'twere transforra'd to flock. 
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Mean wliile fierce Talgol, gath'riDg might, 7S5 
With rugged truncheon charged the Knight; 
But he with Petronel upheav'd, 
loflead of (hield^ the blow receiv'd. 
The gun recoil'd, as well it might. 
Not us'd to fuch a kind of fight, f^ 

And fhrnnk from its great mafter*8 gripe, 
Knock 'd down and ftunn*d with mortal ftrlpe. 
Then Hadibras, with furious hafte. 
Drew out his fword ; but not fo fail, 
But Talgol firft with hardy thwack 795 

Twice brui8*d his head, and twice his back. 
But when his nut-brown fword was out, 
TITith flomach huge he laid about. 
Imprinting man^ a wound upon 
His mortal foe, the truncheon ; too 

The trufty cudgel did oppofe 
Itfelf againft dead-doing blows, 
To guar^ its leader from fell bane. 
And then reveng'd itfelf again. 
And though the fwOrd, fome underftood, 805 
In force had much the odds of wood, 
'Twas nothing fo; both fides were balanc'd 
So eqUal, none knew which was valiant'il : 
For wood with honour b'ing engag'd. 
Is fo implacably enrag'd ; SiO 

, Though iron hew and mangle fore, 
Wood wounds and bruifes honour more. 
And now both knights were out of breath, 
Tit'd in the hot purfuit of death ; 
Whilft all the reft amaz*d ftood ftWl, lis 

Expecting whi^h ihould take or kill. 
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This Hudibras obierv'd; and fretting^ 

Cooqueft (heafd be fo long a geuiag, 

He drew up all his force into 

One'bodyi and that into one blow. Jao 

But Talgol wifely avoided it 

By cunning fleight ; forliad it hit» 

The upper part of Ifiro the blow 

Had flit, as fure as that below. 

Meanwhile th' incomparable Colon, 8251 

To aid his fnend^ began to ikll on : 
Him Ralph encountered, and ftraight grew 
Axlifmal combat 'twixt them two; 
Th' one arm'd with metal, th * other with w«od. 
This fitfor bniife, and that for blood. 8 jo 

With many a ftiff thwack, many a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang; 
While none that iaw them could divine 
To which fide <x)nqueft would incline. 
Until Magnano, who did envy $35 

That two ihould with fb many men vie, 
By (ubtle ftratagem of brain 
Perform'd what force could ne'er attain; 
For he, by fbul hap, having found 
Where thiftles grew on barren ground, 840 

In hafte he drew his weapon out. 
And having cpopt them from the root. 
He clappM them undemeath the tail 
Of fteed, with pricks as (harp as nail. 
The angry beaift did flraight i^fent S45 

The wrong done to his fundament; 
Began to kick, and fling, and wince, 
As if h' had been befide his fenfe> 
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Striving to diiengage from thiftle 

That gall 'd him fprely cinder his tail : 350 

Inftead of which, he threw the pack. 

Of Squire, Bxid^b^ggB^fi from iiis back ; 

And blund'ring ftilU with fmarting mmp 

He gave the Kqight'is fleed fach a thump 

As made him reel, The Koi^t did ftoop, Sy^ 

And fat on further .fide aflope. 

This. Talgol viewing, who had now 

By Height efcap*d the fatal blow. 

He rally'd, and again fell to't; 

For catching foe by nearer foot,* Z^ 

He lifted with fuch might and Arength, 

A3 would have hurl'd him' thrice his length. 

And dafb'd his brains (if any) out ; 

But Mars, that fHll protects the fboat; 

In pudding'time came to his aid, Z4s 

And under him the Bear convey 'd ; 

Ti>e,Bear, upon whofefoft fur-gown 

The Knight.with all his weight felldown. 

The friendly rug prefcrv'd the ground^ 

^nd hea41ong Knight, frombruife or wound t 

Like feather-bed betwixt a wall, S7Z 

Afijd. heavy, brunt of cannon-ball. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell. 

And had no kart ; ours.far*d as well - 

In body, though his' mighty {i>irit) tjs 

B'ing heavy, did not {o well bear it, 

ThcBear was in a greater fright. 

Beat down and worded by thie Knight. 

He roar'd, and rag'd,- and flung about. 

To (hake off bondage from his inout. 38o 
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His wrath wflam'dy boiPd o €r» and from 

His jaws of death he drew the foam ; ' 

Fury in fbranger poftures threw him. 

And more than ever herald drew him : 

He tore the earth, which he had faY*d 8^5 

From fquelch of Knight, and ftorm'daod rat'd. 

And yex'd the more, becaafe the faarma 

He felt were *gainfl the law of arms^ 

)F&c men he always took to be 

His friends, and dogs his enemy, f ^ 

Who never fo much hurt had done him, 

As his own fide did falling on him ; 

It griev'd him to the guts, that they 

"Fcfi whom I1' had fought fo many a fray. 

And ferv'd with lofs of blood fo long, €95 

Should offer iuch inhuman Wrong ; 

Wrong of unfoMier-like condition ; 

For which he flung down his coinmiffion i 

And laid about him, till his noie 

From thrall of ring and cord broke looie* 900 

Soon as he felt himfelf enlarged, 

Through thickeil of his foes he charged. 

And made way through th' ahiazed cfew ; 

Some he o'er-t-an* and fome o'erthrew. 

But took nohe ; for by hafty light 905 

He ftrove t* efcape purfuit of Knight : 

From whom he. fled witii as much hade 

And dread, as he the rabble chasM. 

in haiie he fled, and fo did they» 

Each and his fear a fev'ral way* fiO 

pTOwdero only kept the field, 
i<}ot fiirring:from the place he heki« 
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Though beaten down, and woanded fore» 

i* th* Fiddle, and a leg that bore 

One fide o£ him, not that of. bone ; ^jj 

But much its better, th* wooden one. 

He fpying- Mudibra* Jy ftrow'd 

Upon the ground, like log of wood. 

With fright of fall, fuppofed wound^ 

And lofs of urine, in a fwound, ^%^ 

In hafte he fnatchVI the wooden limb 

That hurt in th* anck lay by him. 

And fitting it for fudden fight. 

Straight drew it up, t' attack the Knight; 

For getting up on ftump and huckle, 915 

He with the foe began to buckle. 

Vowing to be reveng'd for breach 

Of crowd and'ikin upon the wretch,^ 

Sole author of aH detriment 

He and hi» Fiddle underwent. 950 

Hot Ralpho (who had now begun 
T* adventure refurredtion 
From heavy fquekh, and had got up 
Upon his leg* with fprained crup) 
Looking about, beheld pemidoa 9^$ 

Approaching Koight fiom feii mufician. 
Veibatch*d his whinyatd up, that fled 
When he was falling o£F his fteed, 
(As rats do from a> falling houfe)f 
To hide itfelf from rage of blows ^ 94<^ 

And wing*d with fpeed and fury flew» 
To^refcue Knight from black and blue. 
Which ere he could atchieTe, his fconce 
The leg eocovmter'd twice and once;^ 
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And now 'cwaa rais'd to fmite agea» 945 

"When Ralpho thruft himfelf betwceo* 

He took the blow tipofl his arm. 

To (hicld the Knight from farther harm; 

And, joining wrath with forcej bcftoW'd 

On th' wooden member foch a load, ^$6 

That dowtt it feiJ, and with it bore 

Growderoy whom it propt before. 

To him the Squire right nimbly run. 

And fetting conqu'ring foot upon . 

His trunk, thus i|>oke: What defpVatd trent^ 

Made thee, thou iH^help ofSin, to fancy g$i 

Thyfelf and all that coward |abblttj 

T' encounter us in battle able ? 

How ddrft th^ 1 fity, oppofe thy curlKip, 

^Gainft arms, authonty and worihip ? ^$i 

And tliidibras, or me provoke^ ' 

Though ail th^ limb^ were heart or oak. 

And th* other half of thee as good 

To bear oii^ blow^, a9 that of wood i 

bould not the whipping*>^ft prevail ^ij 

With all its rhetVid^ aor the jail, ' 

hto iceei^ frbni fiayiiig fcourge thy ikin, 

Aod ancle free from iron gin i 

\Vhich now thou (halt— -but firft dur card 

Muft fee how Hudibras doth (axe* ^ f6 

This faid, hh grfitly rais'd the Kmgbt, 

And fet hirii 6n his bud upright : 

To l-iwife hiw from hthargic dum{?, 

fe tweak'ci his nofe. with gentle thum^ 

Rnock*d on hts breaft, as iPt had b^eil ^fj 

fo taMc tM ftitiii loi^g'd ^frIthid. 
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Th«7> waken 'd with the Doi£b> did fl|f 

From ioward room, to window-eye^ 

And gently op'ning lid, the caiemeot 

Look'd- out, but yet with fome amazement. 9S0W 

This gladded Ralpho much to fee, 

y^ho thus hf:fpQke the Knight : Qinth he^ 

Tweaking his nole. You aret greatSir, 

A felf-ienying conqueror ^ 

As high, yid^rious and greats ^s 

As e'er fought for the Churches yel» 

If yon will' give yourfelf but leave 

To. make out whaty' already haf«; 

That *s vidlor jL The foe for dread: 

Of your Nine-worthio^s, is fled, 990. 

All, fave Crowdero, for whole lake 

Yon did th' efpous'dCanfe undertake-: 

And he lyes prisoner at your feeti 

To be di4>os'd as you think meet. 

Either for Kfe» or death, or.ialc, 99 j- 

The gallows^ or perpetual jaiL- 

IBo^one wink* of your powerful eye 

Muft fentence him to live or die. 

His FiddleJs your proper purchaie, . 

Won in the fervtce of the-Churches; - xoQOt 

An d by: youc «dDom> mull be^allow *d 

1q l^e, or be no more, a crowd* 

For chougl^ftcceft did nQt confer 

Juft title on the conqu/sror ;. 

Though difpeniatioos-were not ftrong ZOOJ; 

Concluliops, whether tight or wrong; , 

i^cl^ough outgoings did confirm. 

And owning werQ but.a mere t^rm; , 
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Yet as the wicked have no right 

To th* creature, though ufarp'dby inighty so id 

The property is io the fainty 

From whom th' injurioufly detaia't ; 

Of him they h.old their luxuriei. 

Their dogs, their horfes, whores and dice» 

Their riots, reveJs, uoOls, delights,. lex^ 

Pimps, bofibons, fiddiers, paraiites^ • 

All which the faints have title to,. 

And ought t' enjoy, if th' had their dneb 

What we- take from them i».DO more 

Than what was ours by tight before: loa^ 

For We- are their true landlords ftili,. 

And they our tenants but at will* 

At this the Knight began to roufe^ 
And by degrees grew valorous. 
He fiar'd about, and ieeing none toa^ 

Of all his foes remain, but one, 
He fnatch'd his weapon that lay near him. 
And from the ground began to rear him ; 
Vowing to make Crowdero pay. 
For all the reil that ran away.. 1050 

But Ra1pho» aiow in colder bloody. 
His fury mildly thus withftood : 
6reat Sir, quoth he, your mighty fpirit 
Is rais'd too high : this flave does- merit 
To be the hangman's bu»'nei», fooner xe^v 
Than fcora your hand to have the honour 
Of his deftrudlton : I that am 
A nothingne(s in .deed and name^ 
Did fcom to hurt his forfeit carcaie, 
Qr.iU intreat lot Fiddle or ca&: zoit 
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Will you, greatSiTi that tfdry blot . 

It ooU bloody which yoii gaki^*d is hot i 

Will you employ your cion(|a*nDg fword. 

To break a Fiddle aud your word i 

iFoT tho' I bought atd overcame tt»^ 

And quarter gaTe, ^twas in yqlir ntme t 

{*or great cornnbaiKlers always bwft 

What^s profperdur by the fbMier done.. 

^0 faTe, where you have pow'r tokill« 

Argues your |>ow'r >abore your will i lOj^ 

And that you^ will and pow'r have kit 

Than both might have of felfiihBe&.. , 

^his pow'r,. which DoW alive, vMx drea^ 

He trembles at, if he weredead* 

Would bo more keep the flave in iWd» i05i 

Than it you were a knight of ilraw : . . 

For death would th^n be his conqiterof^ 

Kot you, and free him from that terrori 

it danger fi om his life accrue*- 

br hbooii^ from his deaths to-yout- to^ 

^Twere policy and honoiir too,. 

To ^o as ^ou refoiv*d to do : 

JSut, Sir, *twoiiId wroDg.your valour much* 

To fay it needs or ieacs.a crutch. 

breat cdb^u'rors greater G^ory gaift. IbiJ 

By foes ia triunxph.led^ than flaiii: . 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are piiU*d from living,, not dead boii£^i . 

And living foes : the greatef^ fame 

<)f cripple fiain can be but lamcb |&^ 

bcie half of him*s already flain, . • 

thii ma is hot ^otth yii^t psatii. 
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T* honour can but on one fide U^t, 

As Worihip did when y * were ditbb'd Km^t* 

Wherefore I think it better far» 1075 

To keep him prifboer of war; 

And let him faft in bonds abide* 

At court of jnftice to be tr7*d : 

Where if he appear fo bold or crafty^ 

There may be danger in his faicty : soSo 

If any member there diilike 

His face, or to his beard hare piqae ; 

Or if his death w^l fare or yield» 

Revenge or fright, it is reveal'd; 

Tho' he has quarter, ne'ertheleis lotj 

Y' have pow*r to hang him when yoa pleafe ; 

This has besn often done by fbme 

Of our great conqu'rors, yoa know whom ; 

And has by moft of us been held 

Wife juftice, and to fbme reveal'd : 1090 

For words and promiies, that yoke 

The conqueror, are qaidJy broke ; 

JLike Samfbn's cufl&, tho' by lus owa 

Diredion and advice put 00. 

For if we flionld fight for the Caufe . 1095 

By rules of military laws. 

And only do what they call jaft* 

The Caufe would quickly fall to duft. 

This we among ourfelves may (peak; 

But to the wicked or the weak, xx^o 

We muft be cautious to declare 

Perfe^on-truths, fuch as thefe aic 
This faid, the high outrageous mettle 

Of Knight began to cool and &ttk^ 
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. He lik*d ihe Squire's advice, and foon lios 

Refolv'd to fee th* bus'n'efs done : 
And therefore cbargid htm firft to bind 
Crowdero*8 bands on rump bchi»d» 
Attd to its former Iplace and tifis 
The wooden member to redace ; li » 

But force it take an oath before, 
iWtr to bear arms agaioft hhn more 

Ralpho difpatch*divitb fpecdy hafle. 
And having ty'd Cro^dero faA, 
He gave Sir Knight the end of cord, ttis 

To lead the captive of his fword 
la triumph, whilft the fleeds he caught,^ 
And them tb further fertlce brought. 
The Squire in ftate rode on before, 
And on his nut-brown -whmyard bore iiflo 

The trophy Fiddle and the caife, 
Leaning on ihoulder like ajiiaee. 
The knight himfelf did after ride. 
Leading Crowdero by hb fide ; 
And tow'd htm> if he iagg'd behind Xtii 

Like boat againfi the tide tad wind. 
Thus grave aiad QAemn they march'd on, 
iJntil quite through the town th* had goncy 
At further end of which there ftanda 
An ancient ^aflle, diat tommaiids ^1J9 

Th* adjacerit parts ; in all the fabric 
Vdu rkail not fee one ftone, nor a bricks 
But all of wood^ by powerful fpcll 
Of magic madis impre^able: 
There's lieither iron bar ftor gate« " iiH 
Portcullis, chMii^ iior bdk^ noi* gratej 
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And yet mea durftoce there' abid«, 

b duogeoDs icai ce three inches \vide • 

With roof* fo l6w, that under it* 

They never ftand, but ly or fit: XI4O' 

And yet fo fouli that whofb 19 in, 

Is to the middle leg tri priibn ; 

la ciKle magical confitk^'d^ 

With walls of fulfil air and^.'vriiMl ; • 

Which none«are able to break thoroagh, 1x45 

Until they're freed by head-of borovg^. 

Thither arriv'd, the advent 'rous Knight 

And bold Squiie from their deeds alight. 

At th' outward wall> near which theteilands 

A baftile, built t* imprifon hands ; zi^t 

By flrange inchantment made to fetter 

The lefler parts, and free the greater ; 

For tho' the body may creep throughij 

The hands in grate are fafl enough : 

And when a circle 'bout the wrift xijj 

Is made by beadle exorciH, 

The body feels the fpur and fwitch, 

As if 'twere ridden poft by "Witch, 

At twenty miles an hour pace. 

And yet ne'er flirs out of the place. 1169 

On top of this there is a fpire. 

On which Sir Knight firfl bids the Squire, 

The Fiddle, and its fpoils, the cafe. 

In manner of a trophy, place. 

That done, they ope the trap- door-gale, xf 65 

And let Crowdero down thereat, 

Crowdero making doleful face, 

Ijkt hermit poor in penfiye place> 
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To dangeon they the wretch commit. 

And the far viver of his feet ; i z 70 

But th' other, that had broke the peace, 

4od head of knighthood, they releafe, 

Tho' a delioqucDt falfe aod forged. 

Yet b*ing a ftraoger, he*s enlarged; 

While his comrade, that did no hurt, zi^j 

Is clapp'd up faft in pri£bn for't. 

So Juftice, while (he winks at crimes. 

Stumbles on innocence ibmetimes. 
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THE A R G U M E N T, 

The fcatterM rout return and rally, ' 
Furround th« place ; the Knight does fiMfg 
And is made pris*iier : then they fche 
Th* enchanted fort by ftorm, retcafe 
Crowdero, put the Squire in *s place ; 
1 ihould have fird faid Hudibras, 

AY me ! what perils do inviron 
The man that meddles >vith cold iron ? 
\Vhat plaguy mifchiefs and mifhaps 
Do dog him ftill with after- claps ! 
For tho' dame Fortune feem to fmilc, f 

And leer upon him for a while, 
She'll after (hew him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 
This any man may fing or fay, 
1 ' th' ditty call'd. " What if a day ;** lO 

For Hudibras, who thought h* had won 
The field, as certain as a gun. 
And having routed the whole troop. 
With viftory was cock-a-hoop. 
Thinking h' had done enough to purchafe xj 
Thankfgiving-day among the Churches ; 
Wherein his mettle and brave worth 
Might be explain'd by Holder forth 
And regiftcr'd by fame eternal. 
In deathlefs pages of diurnal, sc 

Found in few minutes to his coft. 
He did but count without his hoft ; 

t H 
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And that a turnftile is more certain 

Tliao, in events of war, dame* Fortane : 
For now the late faint-hearted rout, %s 

O *erthrown and fcatter*d round about, 

Chas*d by the horror of their fear, 

From bloody fray of Knight and Bear. 

(All but the dogs, who in purfuit 

Of the Knight's vi&ory ftood to't, 30 

And moft ignobly fought, to get 

The honour of his blood and fweat). 

Seeing the coaft was free and dear 

O* the conquer*d and the conqueror. 

Took heart again, and fac'd about, 55 

As if they meant to (land it out. 

For by this time the routed Bear, 

Attack 'd by th* enemy i* th* rear. 
Finding their «ujiiber grow too great 
For him to make a fafe retreat, 40 

Like a bold chieftain fac'd about; 
But wifely doubting to hold out. 
Gave way to fortune, and with hafte 
Fac'd the proud foe, and fled and fac'd 
Retiring ftill, until he found 4$ 

IV ha,d got th' advantage of the ground; 
And then as valiantly made head. 
To check the foe, and forthwith £ed ; 
Leaving no art untry'd, nor trick 
Of warrior ftout and politic ; 50 

Until, in fpitt of hot purfuit. 
He gain'd a pafs to hold difpute 
better terms, and flop the courfe 
*; proud fot M'^iih all his force 
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He bravely charg*d» and fora while 55 

Forced their whole body to recoil ; 

But Aill their numbers fo increa^'d» 

He found himfelf at length opprefs 'd» 

And all evaHons fo uncertain 

To fave himfelf for better fortune ; 60 

That he rcfolv*d, rather than yield, 

To €iie with honour on the Beld, 

And fell his hide and carcafe at 

A price as high and defperate 

As e'er he could. This refolution 65 

He forthwith put in execution* 

And bravely threw himfelf among 

The enemy i' th'g^eateft throng. 

But what could (ipgle valour do, 

Againft fo numerous a foe ? 70 

Yet much he did, indeed too much 

To be believ'd, where th* odds were fuch. 

But one againft a multitude, 

IS more than mortal can make good ; 

For while one party he opposed, 73 

His rear was fuddenly inclos'd, 

And no room left him for letreat. 

Or fight againfl a foe fo great. 

For now the maflives, charging home. 

To blows and handygripes were come : 80 

While manfully himfelf he bore. 

And fetting his right foot before, 

He rais'd himfelf, to (hew how tall 

His perfon was above them all. 

This equal ihame and envy ftirr'd 85 

V th' enemy, that one (hould beard ♦ 

Ha 
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So miny warriors, and fo ftout» 
As he had done, and llav*d it out, 
Difdatning to lay^down his arms 
And yield on honoarable terms^ go- 

Enraged thus, fome in the rear 
Attack'd him, and fome ev*ry where. 
Till down he fell; yet falling fought* 
And, being down, ftill laid about: 
As Widdrington in doleful dumps, 95 

Is faid to fight upon his flumps. < 
But all, alas 1 had been in vain. 
And he inevitably (Iain, 
If Trulla and Cerdon, in the nick. 
To refcue him had not been quick : t09 

For Trulla, who- was light of foot. 
As (hafts which long-field Parthians (hOot, 
(But not fo light as to be born 
Upon the ears of ftancfing corn. 
Or trip it o'er the water quicker ioj[ 

Than Witches, when their ftaves they liquor,. 
As fome report), was got among 
The foreraoft of the martial throng: 
There pitying the ranquifli'd Bear, 
She call'd to Cerdon, who ftood near, ir» 

Viewing the bloody fight : to whom. 
Shall we, quoth fhe, ftand ftili hum-drum, 
And fee ftout Bruin all alone 
By numbers bafely overthrown ? 
Such feats already h* has atchiev'd, jij; 

In ftory not to be belie vM ; 
And 'twould to us be (Kame enough,. 
Ifot. to attempt to fetch. him. off, . 
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I wouId> quoth be» venture a limb 
To fecond thee, and refcae him : za# 

But then we mud about it ftraight» 
Or elfe our aid will come too late ;. 
Quarter he fcoros, he is fo ftout. 
And therefore cannot ioog hold out- 
This faidy they wav 'd their weapons round i %s 
About their heads, to clear the ground ; 
And joining forces, laid about 
So fiercely that th' amazed rout 
Turn'd tail again, and ftraight beguo,. 
As if the Devil drove,^ to run; 130 

Mean while th' approach'd the place where Bruia 
. Was now £ngag*d to mortal ruin ; 
The conquVing fbe they foon aflail'd, 
Firft Trulla flav'd» and Cerdon tail'd. 
Until their maitives loos'd their hold : 135 

And yet, alas ! do what they could. 
The worfted Bear came off with ftore . 
Of bloody wounds, but all: before. 
For as Achilles^ dipt in pond^ 
Was anabaptiz'd free from wound, t^ 

Made proof againft dead-doing fktti 
All OTer» but the Pagan heel : 
So did our champion's arms defend' 
All of him» but the other end. 
His head and ears, which in the martial 145: 
Encoiinter lofl a leathern parcel. 
For as an Auftrian Archduke once 
Had one ear (which in ducatooos 
Is half the coin) in battI»parM 
Clois to his head ; fb Bruin far 'dr ijo 
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Bat tagg'd and pali'd onth' other lide». 

Like fcriv *Der oewly crucified : 

Or like the late correded leathera^ 

Ears of the ctrcamct&d Brethren*. 

But gentle Tiulla, into th* ring xjj; 

He wore in*s tiofe, . coovey'd a fhing« 

With which ihemarch'd before^ and-led 

The warrior to a grafly bed, 

As authors write, in a cool ihade* 

Which elegantine and roles made t x^ 

Glofe by a fofitly murmVing ftream, . 

Where lovers us *d lo loll aad dream.; 

There leaving him to his repo£e». 

Secured from piirfult of foes* . 

And wanting nothing but a foog, . tiS • 

And a well- tun'd Theorbo hung 

Upon a bough, to eafe tht pain 

His tugg'd e^rs iuffer'd with a ilraiB. 

They both drew up, to march in q^eft 

Of his great leader, and the reft, tr* 

For Orfih ( who was more rcflownVi 
For flout maintaining of his ground t 

Ifi (landing fight, than for purfuit. 

As being not fo quick of foot) . 

Was not long able to keep pace . 1755 

With others that puffu'd the chace; 

But foundhimfelf left far behind. 

Both out of heart and out of wind: : 

Griev'd to behold his Bear parfu'd, 

So bafely by a multitude ; K8d. 

And like to^fall, not by^hc prowefk, . 

But numbers of hi^ .cowdrd.fccs^ 
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He rag'd and kept as heavy a coil as 

Stout Hercoies for lofs of Hylas-^ 

Forcing the vaJHes to repeatv il|^ 

The accents of kis fad xegret. 

He beat his breaft, and tore hishaify . 

For lofs of bis dearxrooy Bear : 

That Echo from the holJow^groood 

His doleful waiJings didreibund- 199 

More wiftfully, by many times 

Than in fmall Poets fplay-foot rhymes* 

That make her, ia their rueful fiories* 

To anfwer to int'rrogatories» 

And moft unconiieionably depofb 295.- 

To things of which ihe nothing knows; 

And when (he- has faid ail (he can fay* 

Tis wrcfted to the lover's fancy. 

Quoth he, O whither,^ wicked Bruto^ 

Art thou fled to my— fichor Rhih ^ SdCi^ 

1 thought th' hadfl fcorh'd to budge a ftep 

For fear. Quoth £cho, Marry Guep. . 

Am I not here to take thy part ? 

Then wbat has quelPd thy ftubbom heart? 

Have thefe bones rattleTl, and this head 20s i 

So often in that quarrel bled ? 

^^o^ did I ever winch or grudge it, 

For ihy dear fakei Quoth flie. Mum Budget, . 

Think'ft diou 'twill not be laid i' th' difh 

Thou turn'ft thy back ? Qoth Echo, Pifh, tlO" 

To run from thofe th' hadft o*ercome 

Thus cowardly ? Quoth Echo, Mum. 

Hot what a vengeance makes thee flf/ 

f^om me too, . as thine enemy ? . 
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Or if thoa haft no thought of me, %%$ 

Nor what I have endur'd for thee. 

Yet fhame and honour might prevail 

To keep thee thus from turning tail : 

For who would grudge to fpend his blood iir 

His honour's caufe ? Qi^oth (he, A Puddio. s:k> 

This (aid, his grief to anger turn'd, 

Which in his manly ftomach burn'd ; 

Thtrft of revenge, and wrath, in place 

Of for row, now began to blaze. 

He TOw*d the authors of his woe as j 

Should equal vengeance undergo ; 

And with their bones and fieih pay dear 

For what he fuffer'd, and his Bear. 

This being/efolv'd, with equal fpeed 

And rage he hailed to proceed %i9 

To aftion ftraight, and giving o'er 

To fearch for Bruin any morCt- 

He went in queft of Hodibras, 

To find him outwhere-eVr he was; 

And, if he were above ground, vow'd 93^ 

He*d ferret him, lurk where he wou*d» 

But fcarce had he a furlong on 
This refolute adventure gone. 
When he encounter 'd with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late fubdue 340 

Honour, revenge, contempt and fhames 
Did equally their br eafls enflame. 
'xVlong thefe the fierce Magnano was. 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras : 
Cerdon and Colon, warriprs flout, %^^ 

And refolute, as ever fought ; 
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Whom furious Orfin thui befpoke. 

Shall we, quoth he, thus balely brook 

The Tile affront that paltry a& 

And feeble fcoundrel, Hudtbras, t5# 

With that more paltry ragamuffin, 

Ralpbo, with vapouring and huffing^ 

Have pat upon us, like tame cattJe» 

As if th 'ad routed us in battle? 

For my part, it fiiall ne'er be faid, %ss^ 

I for the waihing gave rey head ; 

Nor did I turn my back for fear 

O' th* lafcals, but lofs of my Bear, 

Which now Vm like to undergo ; 

For whether thofe fell wounds, or no, tfe 

He has receiv'd in fight, are mortal. 

Is more than all my fkill can fortel ; 

Nor do 1 know what is become 

Of him, more than the Pope of Rome. 

But if I can but find them out t6<f 

That caus'd it, fas I fhall no doubt, 

Where-e'er th' in hugger-mugger lurk), 

I'll make them rue their handy-work ; 

And wi(h that they had rather dar*d 

To pull the devil by the beard. %jo 

Quoth Cerdon, Noble OHin, th*liaft 
Great reafon to do as thou iay*ft, 
And fo has ev'ry body here. 
As well as thou haft, or thy Bear, 
Others may do as they fee good ; 17^ 

But if this twig be made of wood 
That will hold tack. Til make the fur 
lly "bout the eais of that old cor ; . 
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And I* other mungrel vermin, Ralph, 

That brav*d us all in his behalf. aSo 

Thy Bear is fafe, and out of peril. 

The' lugg'd indeed, and wounded very ill : 

Myfelf and Trulla made a (hift 

To lift him out at a dead lift ; 

And having bronght him bravely off, %Zs 

Have left him where he's ikfe enough: 

There let^him reft ; for if we ftay. 

The flaves may hap to get away. 

This faid, they all engaged to join 
Their forces in the fame defign : 090 

And forthwith put themfelves in fearch 
Of Hudibrai upon their march, 
Where leave we them a while to tell 
What the vi^orious Knight befel ; 
For fuch, Crowdcro being faft t9S 

rn dungeon (hut, we left him laft. 
Triumphant laurels fcem'd to grow 
No where fo great as on his brow : 
Laden with which, as well as tir'd 
With conqu*ring toil, he now retir'd 3C0 

Unto a neighb'ring caftle by. 
To reft his body, and apply 
Fit med'cines to each glorious bruife 
He got in fight, reds, blacks, and blues, 
To mollify th* uneafy pang $0$. 

Ofev'ry honourable bang. 
Which b*ing by fkilful midwife dreft. 
He laid him down to take his reft. 

But all in vain. Pleiad got a hurt 
On th' iofide, of a deadlier fort, 31^ 
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By Cupid made, who took his Hand 
Upon a widow's jointure-land; 
(For he in all his am'rous battles. 
No advantage finds like goods and chattels,) 
"Drew home his bow, and, aiming right, 315 
Let fly an arrow at the Knight ; 
The (haft againft^a rib did glance. 
And gall'd him in the purtenance. 
But time had fomewhat 'fwag'd his pain. 
After he found his fuit in vain. 310 

For that proud dame, for whom his foul 
Was burnt in*s belly like a coal, 
(That belly that fo oft did ake. 
And fuflFer griping for her fake ; 
Till purging comfits and ants eggs 315 

Had almoft brought him off his legs)» 
Us*d him fo like a bafe rafcallion. 
That old Pyg — (what d* y' call him)— ma]ioo« 
That cut hts miftrefs out of ftooe, 
Had not fo hard a hearted one. 330 

She had a thoufand jadifh tricks, 
Worfe than a mule that flings and kicks ; 
Mong which one crofs-grain'd freak ihe had. 
As infolent as (Grange and mad : 
She could love none but only fuch 335 

As fcorn'd and hated her as much. 
Twas a ftrange riddle of a lady, ' 

Not love, ' if any lov'd her : hey-day ! 
So cowards never ufe their might. 
But againft fuch as will not fight. 34^ 

So fome difeafes have been found 
Only to ieize upon the found. 
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He that gets her by heart muft fay her 

The back-way, like a Witch's prayer. 

Meanwhile the Knight had n6 fmall ta&, 545 

To cortpafa what he durft not alk ; 

He lovesy but dares not make the motion : 

Her ignorance is his devotion : 

Like caitiflF vile, that for mifdeed 

Rides with his face to rump of ftccd ; 350 

Or rowing fcull, he's fain to love, 

LfOok one way, and another move : 

Or like a tombler, that doth play 

His game, and look another way. 

Until he feize upon the coney : 5X1 

Juft fo does he by matrimony. 

But all in vain ; her fubtle fnout 

Did quickly wind his meaning out ; 

Which (he return 'd with too much fcdrn. 

To be by man of honour born : 3^ 

Yet much he bore, until the diftrefe 

He fuffer'd from his fpiteful miftrefs, 

Did ilir his ftomach, and the pain 

He had endur'd from her difdain, 

Turn*d toregiet, fo refolutc, jft 

That he refolv'd to wave his fuit» 

And either to renounce her quite. 

Or for a while play leaft in figjit. 

This refoluiion b'ing put on, 

He kept fome months, and more had done j Zfo 

But being bt ought fo nigh by fate. 

The victory he atchiev'd fo late 

Did fet his thoughts agog, and ope 

A door to difcontina'd hope. 
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That feem*d to promife he might win 375 

His dame too, sow his hand was in ; 
And that his valour, and the honour 
H'Jiad newly gain *d might work upon her: 
Thefe reafons made his mouth to water 
With am'rous longings to be at her. 380 

Quoth he, unto himfeJf, Who Jcnows 
But this brave conqueft o'er my foes 
M«y reach her heart, and make that iloop. 
As I but now have forc'.d the troop ? 
If nothing can oppugn love, 385 

And virtue invious ways can prove. 
What may not he confide to do 
That brings both love and virtue too? 
But thou bxiog'ft valour too and wit> 
Two things that feldom fail to hit : 590 

VaIour*s a moufe-trap, wit a gin. 
Which women oft are taken in. 
Thf n Hudibras, why (hould'ft thou fear 
To be, thou art a conqueror ? 
Fortune th * audacious doth juvare, 3^5 

But lets the timidous mifcarry. 
Then while the honour thou haft got 
Is ipick and fpan new, piping hot, 
Strike her up bravely thou had 'ft beft. 
And tnift thy fortune with the reft. 400 

Such thoughts as thefe the Knight did keep. 
More than his bangs, or fleas, from fleep. 
And as an owj that in a barn 
Sees a moufe creeping in the corn. 
Sits ftill, and (huts bis round blue eyes, 40^^ 
As if he fiept, 'Until he fpies 
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The littlebeaft witkki his reach. 

Then flarts, and feizes on the wretch : 

So from his couch the Koight did ftartj 

To fctze upon the widow's heart, 41^ 

Crying with hafty toney and hoaife» 

Raipho, difp.aich; toho^ie^ tohorfet 

And *tws^ bill tiaie ; for npw the iDUtj 

AVe left engag*d to feek him cat, 

By fpeedy mardies were adranc'd 4tj 

Up to the fort where he enfconc*d; 

And all th* avenues had pofleft 

About the pl?ce» from eail to weft. 

That done, a while they made a hak. 
To view the ground, aiid where t' a&oh; 430 
Then caird a council, which was beft. 
By iiege or onflauglit, to iaveH 
The enemy; and 'twas agreed^ 
By ftorm and onflaugbt to proceed. 
This b *iQg refolv'd, in comety fof t» 425 

They now drew up t' attack the fort.; 
When Hudibras about to enter 
Upon another-gates adventure. 
To Ralpho caird aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching ftorm. 450 

"Whether dame Fortune, or the care 
Of angel bad, or tutelar. 
Did arm, 01 thruft hiin on a danger. 
To which he was an utter ftranger ; 
That forefight might, or might not blot 433 
The glory he had newly got ; 
Or to his (hame it might be faid. 
They took him napping in his bed : 
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To them we Ieav« it to expound, 

That deal in fdencet profound. 440 

His courftr (Icarcfe he had beftrid. 
And Ralpho that on which he rid, 
tVhen fetting Ope the poftern gate, 
Which they thought beft to ialfy at. 
The foe appear'd, drawn op and drill'd, 445 
Ready to charge them in the field. 
This fomewhat ftartled the bold Koight» 
Surprb'd with th' unexpected fight : 
The bruifes of his bones and flefh 
He thought began to fmart afrefh : 450 

Till recolledling wonted courage. 
His fear was foon converted to rage. 
And thus he fpoke : The coward foe. 
Whom we but now ga^e quarter to. 
Look, yonder*s rally'd, and appears 455 

As if they had outrun ihcir fears* 
The glory We did lately get, 

The Fates command us to repeat; 

And to their wills we muft faccumb, 

^uocrnnque trehuntt 'tis OUI doom. 4fo 

This is the fam^ numeric crew 

Which we fo lately did fubdoe ; 

The felf -fame indiTiduals, that 

I>id run, as mice do from a catp 

'When we conra^eoofly did wieM 465 

Our martial %veapons in the field* 

To tug for vi^ory : and when 

We ihall our fbiniog blades ^en 

Brandifh in terror o'er oar heads* 

They'll fbrai^t rcfiioie thorwoo&ed Aitadi^t 

I % 
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Feir is an ague, that forftkes 47* 

iUid haants by fits thofe whom it takes : 

And they'll opine they feel the paio 

And blows they felt to-day, again. 

Then let us boldly charge them home, 47S 

And make bo doubt to oTercotiie. 

This Paid,, his courage to inflame, 
lie caird upon hh miftrefs's name. 
His piftol neit he cockM a-new, 
And out his nat-brown wbinyard drew : 480 
And, placing Ralpho in the front, 
toferv'd himfelf to bear the brunt. 
As expert warriors ufe : then ply'd 

With iron hctl his courfer's fide. 

Conveying fympatheiic fpeed 4^5 

From heel of Knight to heel of ft^d. 
Mean while the foe, with equal rage 

And fpeed, advancing to engage. 

Both parties now were drawn fo clofc, 

Almoft to come to handy-blows : 49® 

When Orlin firft let fly a ftone 

At Ralpho; not fo huge a one 

As that which Diomed did maul 

JEneas on the bum withal ; 

Yet big enough, if rightly hurl'd, 49S 

T* have fent him to another world. 

Whether above ground, or below, 

Wliich faints twice dipt are deltin'd to. 

The danger ftartlcd the bold Squire,. 

And made him- fome few fteps retire ;. Ico 

But Hudibras advanc'd to his aid, 
\n«l roas'd his fpii its half difnaay'd. 
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fift wifely doiiiyting Icil the fliot 

O'th' enemy, sow growkg hot^ 

Might at a diftaace gall, pted'd clofc, joj 

Ta coQM pell-meil to haady-blows. 

And, that he mi^^ their aim decline^ 

Advanc'd M\\ in stik oblique lide» 

Bat prudeotly forbore to fire. 

Till breail to bread he had j^ot fiigher r 5i#. 

As expert warrior) ufe to do, 

'When hand to hand they charge thttr fo6« 

^118 order the advent Voiit Knight, 

Moft foldier-like, obfervM in fight ; 

When Fortune, ai (ht'8 Wont, tiirn'd &tkkp.$x$. 

And for the foe began to fiickle. 

The more (hame for her Goodyfltip ' 

^o give fo near a friend the fli{^ 

For Colon chufing out a ftone^ 

Ijereird & right, it thamp *d upom jm 

His manly paunch, whh foch a force, 

As almofl beat him off his hori^. 

tte loft his whinyafd, and the refo; . 

But laying fa^hold of the mane, 

Prefery'd his feat : and as a goofe jaj 

In death contradts his talons clofe ; 

So did the Knight^ and with one claw ' 

The tricker of his piftol d<"aw. 

The gun went off: and as it was 

Stili fatal to ftout Hudibras, s$'> 

In all his feats of arms, when lead 

He dreai&M of it, to profper beft; 

So now he farM : the fliot Jet fly • 

At random 'mong the tnemyj. 
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/icrc'd TalgoPs gaberdine, and gtazing. il^ 

Vpon his (houldcr in the pafling; 

^dg'd in Magnano's brafe habergeon. 

Who ftraighu A Surgeon CLy'd, A.Suigpon:. 

He tumbled down,, and as-he fell. 

Did Murder, Murder, Mtirder^ yelL $¥> 

This ftanled their whok body io, 

l?hat if the Knight bad not let go 

His arras, but been in warlike plight^ 

H* had won, the fccond time, the fight; 

As, if the Sqjuire had but faU'n on^ . 545 

He had inevitably done ; 

0ut b^, Averted' with the care 

Of Hudibras his hurt, forbare 

To prefe th' advantage of his fortune^ 

While danger did the reft diihearten. 550 

For he with Cerdon b'ing eogag'd ^ 

to clofe encounter, they both wag'd. 

The fight fo well, 'twas bard to fay. 

Which fide was like to get the day. 

And now the; bufy work of death 555 

Had tir'd them £b, th' agreed to breath, 

JBreparing to renew the fight ; 

When the difafter of the Knight- 

And th' other party did divert, s 

Their ftll intent, and forced them part, s^ 

Ralpho prefs'd up to Hudibras>. 

And Cerdon where Magnano was ; ; 

Each driving to confirm his party 

With ftout encouragements, andhearty^ 

Qiioth Ralpho» Courage, valiant Sir 5^ii 

And hi revenge and honQur. ftir. 
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Your spirits op;, once mate fall 00, 
JThe (hatter'd fbe begims to ran : 
For if but half fo well you knew 
To u£e your victory as fubdae,- j/e 

They durft not, after ibch a blow 
As you have giv 'n them, face us im)W ^ 
But from fo fbrmidable a folditr 
Had fled, like crows wheo they imeU powdeiw 
Thrice hare they^feen your fword aloft 575 
Wav'd o'er their heads, and fled as oft. 
But. if yon let them recoiled 
.Their fpirits, now dlDmay'd and check'd, 
You*ll Jiave a harder game to play. 
Than yet y ' have had, to get the day. 58a 

Thus fpoke the. dout Squire ; but was heard 
By Hudibras with fmall regard.. 
His thoughts were fuller of the bang 
He lately took, than Ralph's harangue ; 
To which he aofwer'd. Cruel fate s^S 

Tells me thy counfel comes too late. 
The clotted blood within my hofe. 
That from my wounded body flows. 
With mortal criiis doth poitend 
My days to appropioque an end.. 590 

I. am for a^lon now unfit,. 
Either of.fortitude or wit.. 
Fortune, my foe, begins to frown,. 
Refolv'd to pull my ilomach down. 
1 am not apt, upon a wound 595 

Or trivial bailing, to defpond: 
Yet Vd be loath my days to car tail ; 
Sar if t.thou^t py wounds nst morul,. 
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Or that we'd time cDdo^M yet 

To make an hoaVabltf reirtat, 609 

*Twere the befb eoarfe : but if they fib^ 

We ilyt and leave oar arms bd^iod^ 

For them to feize 6ii, the diAienour, 

And danger too» li faeh> 1*11 fooner 

Stand to it boldly, and t^e <|narter, ^5 

To let thtm fee I am no ftarter. 

In all the trade of war, 00 feat 

Is nobler than a brate retreat : 

For thofe that ran away, and Bf^ 

Take place, at leaft, o' th' enemy. - 6x0 

This faid, the 3<|nire With aAite i^>eed. 

Difmounted ffom his bonny fteed, 

TO feile the arms which by naifehancd 

Fell from the bold Knight in a trance. 

Theie being found oat, and reftor'd 6ts 

To Hadfbras their nat*ral Lord, 

As a man may fay, ttrith might and iliain 

He hailed to get up again. 

Thrice he ciTay'd to mount aloft, 

Bat, by his weighty bom, as oft 6t^ 

He was poli'd bade, tfll having fbunch 

^h' advantage of the riling groaod. 

Thither he led his warKke Heed, 

And having plac'd him right, with fpeed 

Prepar'd again to fcale the beaft : 6%s 

When Orfin, who had newly dreft 

The bloody fear upon the (boulder 

Of Talgol, with Promethean powder. 

And now was fearching for the fhot 

That laid Magnano on the fpot> 6|» 
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Beheld the fturdy Squire aforaisud 
Preparing to ch'mb up hit hor£e-fide : 
:He left his cure, and laying hold 
Upon his arms> with courage bold 
Cry'd out, Tis now no droe to dally^ 6^s 

The enemy begin to rally : 
liCt us that are unhurt and wbole» 
Fail on, and happy man he's dole. 
This faid, like to a thunderbolt 
He flew-with fury'to th' aflauk, 640 

Striying th' enemy to attack 
Before he reached his horfe's back. 
Italpho was mounted now, and gotten 
0*erthwart his beaft with aaive vaulting. 
Wriggling his body to recover $4^ 

His feat, and caft his right leg over ^ 
When Orfin rnlhing io» beflow'd 
On horfe and man £0 heavy a load. 
The beaft was ftartled, and begun 
To kick and fling like mad, and run 6s^ 

Bearing the tough Squire like a fack. 
Or ftout King Richard ouhis back : 
Till ftumbling, he threw him down. 
Sore bruis'd, and caft into a fwoon*. 
Meanwhile the Knight began to roufe 6ss 

The fparkles of his wonted prowe& : 
He thruft his hand into his hofe^ 
And found both by his eyes and nofe, 
Twas only choler and not blood,. 
That from his wounded bcidy flow'd. 660 

This, with the hazard of the Squire,, 
loflam'd him with defpitcful k^i 
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Coarageoufly he fac'd about. 

And drew* his other piftol Ottt; 

And now had half W«y bent the codt, $6s 

VVhen GerdoA gftVe lb fierce a (hock. 

With fturdy troacheoflt thwart his ardi» 

That down it fell, and did no harm : 

Then ftootly preffing on with ipeedt 

£/ray*d to pull htm off hts fteed. 67% 

The Knight hii fword had only left» 

With which he Cerdon*a head had deft. 

Or at the leafb cropt off a liaab« 

Bat Orfin came» arid refcu*d bitii. 

He with his lance attacked the Knight ^7S 

Upon his qaarters oppodte 

But as a bark, that in foul weather, 

Tofs'd by two ad? eiffe Mrinis together. 

Is bruisM and beaten tO and fro, 

And knows not which to tura him to : tt« 

So far'd the Knight between two foes. 

And knew not which of the na t * oppofe ; 

Till Orfio, charging with hii lance 

At Hudibras, by fpitefial Chance, 

Hit Cerdon fuch a bang, as ftunn'd 685 

And laid him flat Upon the grobnd. 

At this the Xoight began to cheat Up, 

And raifingup himftlf on flirrup, 

Cry'd out, ViSma, lie thoa there. 

And I (hall ftraight difpatch another 6go 

To bear thee company in daath : 

Bot firft rli hah a while, and brcaih. 

As well he might : for Orfin, gricV^d 

At th' wound that Cerdon had recelv*d« 
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Ran to relieve him wifh his ]Qre» • 69S 

And care the hurt h^ gare bcfovet ' 

Mean while the K.m|^t had wheel'd about. 

To breathe himfelf, aod <>eKt find out 

Th' advantat^ of the ground, where beft 

He might the raffled foe inleft, 7o# 

This b'ing re/blv'd, hre fpnrr'd his fteed 

To run at Oifin witji fall fpeed. 

While he was bufy in ^e care 

Of Cerdon's wound, and unaware: 

But he was quick, aod bad already 705 

Unio the part apply'd ren^dy : 

And feeing th' enemy prepat 'd, 

Prew up, and flood upon his guard. 

Then like a warrior tight ei^pert 

And fkilful in the martial art, 7i# 

The fubtle Knight ftiaight made a halt, 

And judg'd it beft to ftay th* a^aialt, 

(7atil he had fe)iev*d the Squire, 

And then, in order» to retiFei ; 

Or, as occalioB (hould invite, 715 

With forces joined renew the fight. 

Ralpho, by thia time dlfentranc'd 

Upon his bum him.ie]f advanced. 

Though foKcly btuis'd: his Hmb^ aH o'er. 

With ruthlef^ bangs were fHSF and lore : |io 

Right faii^ he would baT« got upon 

His feet again, to get hicn goae ; 

When Hudibras to aid him came. 

Quoth he, and call *d him by his name. 
Courage, the day at length is ours, 7^5 

And we once more as conquerors. 
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Hare both the field and honoar won ; • 
The foe is profligate and run ; 
I mean all fuch as can, for fome 
\This hand has fent to their long home ; 730 

And fome lie fprauUng on the groand. 
With many a gafh and bloody wound. 
Cxfar bin^elf could oerer lay 
He got two viflVies in a day ; 
As I have done, that can fay. Twice I 735 

In one day, vem, vitH, vici. 
The foe's fo numerous, that we 
Cannot fo often vineere. 
As they ftrire, and yet enow 
Be left to (hike an after-blow. 740 

Then left they rally, and once more 
Pat us to fight the bus'nefs o'er. 
Get up and mount thy ileed, difpatch. 
And let us both their motions watch. 

Quoth Ralph, 1 (hould not, if I were 745 
In cafe for a^ioo, now be here; 
Nor have I turn'd my back, or hang'd 
An arfe, for fear of being bang'd. 
It was for you I got thefe harms. 
Adventuring to fetch off your arms« 750 

The blows and drubs I have receiv'd, 
Kavebnais'd my body, and bereav'd 
My limbs of ftrength ; nnlefs you ftoop. 
And reach your hand to pull me up, 
I (halt lie here, and be a prey 755 

To thoie who now arc run away; 

That thou (halt not, quoth Hudibras; 
We read the Ancients held it was 
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More honourable far, fervare 

Civem^ than flay an adverfary : 760 

The one we oft to-day have done.; 

The other (hall difpatch anon : 

And iho' th' art of a different Church, 

I will not leave thee in the lurch. 

This faid, he jogg'd his good fteed nigher, 765 

And ftecr'd him gently tow'rd the Squire, 

Then bowing down his body, ftretch'd 

His hands out, and at Ralpho reach'd ; 

When TruUa, whom he did not mind, 

ChargM him like lightening behind. 770 

She had been long in fearch about 

Magnano's wound to find it out ; 

But could find none, nor where the (hot 

That had fo ftartled him, was got; 

But having found the worft was pafl, .775 

^he fell to her own work at laft. 

The pillage of the prifoners, 

"Which in all feats of arms were her -s : 

And now to plunder Ralph fhe flew. 

When Hudibras his hard fate drew 7€o 

To fuccour him ; for, as he bow'd 

To help bun up, flie laid a load 

of blows fo heavy, and plac'd fo well. 

On t' other fide, that dawn he fell. 

Yield, fcoundrcl bafe, (quoth flie), or die ; 78i 

Thy life is mine, and liberty : 

But if thou think'il I took thee tardy, 

Apd dar*ft/>rcfume to be fo hardy. 

To try thy fortune o'er afrefli, 

I'll wave my tiile to thy flefli, 7^0 
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Thy arms and baggage now my right : 
And if thou haft the heart to try't, 
rll lend thee back thyfelf a while. 
And once more fur thy carcafe viJe 

Fight upon tick. Quoth Hudibras, 795 

Thou oflFer'ft DoUy, vaHant lafs. 

And I (half cake thee at thy word. 

Firft let me rife, and take my fword : 

That fword which has fo oft this day 

Thro* fquadrons of my foes made way, Soo 

And to other worlds difpatch'd, 

Now with a feeble fpinfter match 'd. 

Will blu(h with blood ignoble ftam'd 

By which no honour's: to be gain *d. 

But if thott'k take m' advice in this. So; 

ConGder whilft thou may'ft, what 'tis 

To interrupt a vigor's conric, 

B' oppofing fuch B triirial force : 

For if with conqueft I come off, 

(And that I ftiall do fure enough), 8jo 

Quarter thou can*ft not have nor grace 

By law of arms in fuch a cafe ; 

Both which I now do offer freely. 

I fcorn, quoth (he, thou coxcomb filly, 
(Clapping her hand upon her breech, 815 

To fhew how much flie priz'd his fpeecli). 
Quarter, or counfel from a foe : 
If thou can'ft force me to it, do. 
But left it fhculd again be faid. 
When I have once more won thy headr Sao 

I took thee napping, unprepar'd. 
Arm, and betake thee to thy guard. 
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This iaid> (he to her tackle fe[J» 
Arid on the Kalght let fall a peal 
Of blows fo fierce, and prefsM fo home, its 
That he ret it 'd, and follow 'dVbuin« 
Stand to*t, quoth ihe, or yield to mercy; 
It is not fighting ar£e^verfie 

Shall fcrve ihy turn. This fliri'd his fpleen 

More than the danger he was ixs, E|0 

The blows be felt, or was to feek 
Ahho' th' already made him re«l ; 
Honour, defpite, revenge, aed (hame. 
At once ioto his ilcmach came ; 
Which fir'd it fo^ he rais'd hi« arm 835 

Above his head, and raio'daftomi 
Of blows fo terrible and thidc. 
As if he meaAt to hafh her quick ; 
But (he upon her truncheon took them. 
And by oblique diFeifion broke them» ft^o 

Waiting an opportunity 
To pay sAl back with ufury ; 
"Which long (he failed not of: for new 
The Knight with one dead-doing blow 
Refolving to decide the fight S45 

And (lie with quick and cunning deiglit 
Avoiding it, the force aad weigjit 
He charged upon it was fo great,. 
As aimoft fway'd him to the ground. 
No iboBei.(he th' advantage found, 830 

But in (he ficw ; and Seconding 
W^ith home-made thrud the heavy fwing. 
She laid him flat upon his fide; 
And moja(it.i^gofthis trunk afhride, 

K %' 
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Quoth (he, r told thee what vou!d come 8jj 

Of all thy vapouring, bafe fcuin. 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

I may have grace and quarter now ? 

Or wilt thou rather break thy word. 

And ftain thine honour, than thy fword ? S6o 

A man of war to damn his foul, 

la bafcly breaking his parole ; 

And when before the fight th' had'il yow'd 

To give no quarter in coW blood ; 

Now thou hail got me for a Tartar, %hi ' 

To make me *gainft my will take quarter. 

Why doft not put me to the fword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word? 

Quoth Hudibras, The day*s thine own;- 

Thou and thy flats have cail me down : 870 

My laurels are tranfplanted now. 

And flourifli on thy <:onqu'ring brow : 

My lofs of honour's great enough, 

Thou nced'ft not brand it with a fcoflP; 

Sarcafms may eclipfe thine own, %)i 

But cannot blur my loft renown : 

I am not now in Fortune's pow'r ; 

He that is down can fall no lower. 

The antient heroes were illuftrious. 

For being benign, and not bluftrous, - 13^ 

AgaioH a vanquish *d foe; their fwords 

Were fharp and trenchant, not their wotds ; 

And did in fight but cut work out 

T' employ their courtefips about. 

Quoth (he, Akho* thou haft deferred V^% 

Bale flubberdeguUion, to be fcrv'd • • 
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As thou did*ft vow to deal with me. 

If thou had'ft got th€ tiftory; 

Yet I (hall rather a€t a pan 

That ifuits my fame than thy defert. S90 

Thy arms, thy liberty, befide 

All that's on tb* outfide of thy bide. 

Are mine by miJifary law. 

Of which I mil not bate one ftrailr : 

The reft, thy life and limbs once more, t9S 

Tho' double forfeit, I reftore. 

Quoth Hndibras, It is too late 
Tor me to treat, or ft>pulate ; 
What thou command 'd, I mull obey* 
Yet thefe whom I expunged to-day, 9c* 

Of thine own party, I let go,. 
And gave them life and freedom too ; 
Both Dogs and Bear, upon their parole. 
Whom I took pris'ners in this quarrel.. 
Oaoth TruIIa, Whether thou or they 905 

Let one another run away,. 
Concerns not me ; but was 't not thou < 
That gave Crowdcto quarter too ? 
Crowdero, whom in irons bound, 
Thou baiely threw'ft into Lob*s pound, 910 
Where ftill he lies, and wth regret 
His genVous bowels rage ^nd fret : 
Bat now thy carcafe (hall redeem. 
And ferve to be exchang'd for him. 

This faid, the Knight did (Inifght fubmit, 91 j 
And laid his weapons at her feet, " 
Next he difrob'd bis gaberdine, . 
And with it did himfelf refign. 

K3 
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She took it, aod lbrlh\nth diveftiog 

The mantle that (he wore, fktd jeftiog, g%» 

Take that, aad wear it for my fake ; 

Then threw it o'er his ftardy back^ 

And ai the French we conquered once» 

Now gi?e OS laws for pantaloons* 

The length of breeches, and the gathers, 915 

Port- cannons, perriwigs, and feathers : 

J aft fo the proud infulting lafs. 

Array 'd and dighted Hudibras. Vs 

Mean while the other champions,: yer ft 
In harry of the fight difperft, .^^ 

Arriv'd, when Trulla woo the day^ 
'Co fliare i* th* hoBOur aod the pfei^^ ^ . 
Aod out of Hudibras his hidis . . V 

With vengeance to be fatisfy'd ^ J 

Which now they were about to pota ' <^j 
Upon him in a wooden ftiowV* 
Biit TruIIa thriiil berfjlf betweeov 
And ftriding o'er his back agen,^ 
She brandinv*do*er.her head h^s Avoti^ ' 
And TOW *d theyihould not. break her W( 
Sh' had giY*n him quarter, and h^r hlodt 
€V< theirs ihould make that quarter.gog^ 
For fhe was bound bylaw of armaV* 
To fee him faf« from further harms., ., 
In dungeon deep Crowdero.caft 
By Hudibras as^ yet lay faft ; 
Where^.to the hard andru^hlef^flbnes;^ 
His great hean made perpetual mapaiis: . 
Him (be rcfolv'd that Hudibras 
Should tanfom, an4 fupply his place. ^o 
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This( ftopt their futty and the bafliog 
Which towards Hodibras was hailmg. 
They thought it was but juft and right. 
That what fhe had atdiiev'd in fight, 
She (hould difpofe of how (he pleas'd; 955 

Crowdero ought to be reieasM i 
Nor could that any way be done 
So well as this (lie pitch'd upon : i 

For who a better could imagine ? 
This therefore they refolv*d to engage in. 960 
The Knight and fquare firft they made 
Kife fiom the ground where they were laid:. 
Then mounted both upon their horfes, 
But with their iaces to their ar&s, 
Orfin led Hudibras's beaftr < $6$ 

And Tagol that which Ralpho preft 
Whom flout Magnano, valiant Cerdoo, 
And Colon waked as a guard on ; 
All ufh'ring Trulla in the rear, 
With, the arms of either prifoner- 97a 

In this preud order and array 
They put ihemfelves upon their way,* 
Striving to reach th' inchanted caftle. 
Where flout Crowdero in durance lay fliih 
Thither with greater fpeed, than fhows 975 
And triumphs over conquerM foes 
Do ufe t* allow ; or than the bears, 
Or* pageants born before lord mayors 
Are wont to ufe, they foon aniv'd 
In order foldier-like coniriv'd ; 9e5<5 

Still marching in a warlike poflure, 
Aa fit for buttle as for muflei.. 
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The Knigbt andSqiitre they firft imfaotie^ 

And bending *^aaaSt the fort tbek §9vci9. 

They all acbaac'd and roond about 9SJ 

Begirt the raagical redooit; 

Magnao' led uj^ in this adirelttare». 

And made way for the reft co enter. 

For he was ikUfol hs bhick art» 

No iefs than he that boilt tbc fort : 999 

And with an iron mace laid flat 

A breach* which ftraight ail enttr'd at ; 

And in the wooden dnnqgeoa- foaftd 

Crowdero laid upon the ground*' 

Him they releafe fitom cbraoee bafe, 995 

Reftor*d t* his Fiddle and bis cafi% 

Aod liberty 9 his thirfty rage 

With lufcioas Teogeance to afToage : 

For he no iboner was at large. 

But Trulla ftraight brought on xkt charge, icc^ 

And in the felf-fame limbo pat 

The Knight and Squire* where he was flint. 

Where leaving them in Hockley- i'-tb*-hole. 

Their bangs and dorance to condole* 

Confio*d and conjur'd into narrow X005 

Inchaated manfion to know forrow ; 

Id the fame order and array 

Which tliey advanced, they marched away. 

Bat Hudibras* who fcom'd to Aoop^ 

To fortune, or be faid to droop; xoro 

Chear'd up himfelf with cuds of vcrfe, . 

And faylngs of philofophers. 

Quoth he, Th* one half of man, hb mind. 
Is, fit juris, unconfinM, 
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And cannot be bid by the hetis, xoxj 

"W hate *er the other moiety feels. 

'Tis not reftraint or liberty, 

That makes men prifoners or free ; 

But perturbations that poH^fs 

The mind, or scqaanimities. xcxo 

The whoje world was not half fo wide 

To Alexander, when he cry'd, 

Becaufe he had but one to fubdue. 

As was a palrry narrow tub to 

Diogenes: who is notfaid IQ%S 

(For ought that ever I could read) 

To whine, put finger i* th^ eye, and fob, 

Becaufe he had ne'er anoiher tub. 

The ancients make two fev'ral kinds 

Of prowefs in heroic minds, xo jo 

The adlive and the paffive valiant;. 

Both which are/flW Bra gallant : 

For both to gWc blows, and to carry^ ' 

In fights are equi-neceffary : 

But in defeats, the pa/five f!out xo.35 

Are always found to fland it out 

Moft defp'rattly, and to outdo 

The adtive *gainCE a conquMng foe. 

The* we with blacks and blues are (uggi!I*d> 

Or, as the vulgar fay, are cudgell'd ; XO40 

He that is val *ant, and dares fight. 

Through drubb'd, can lofe no honour by>. 

Honour's a leafe for lives to come. 

And cannot be extended from 1 

The legal tenant : 'ris a chattle X045 

Not to be forfeited in battle. 
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If he that in the field is (lain. 

Be in the bed of honour Iain ; 

He that is beaten may be (aid 

To ly in Honoof *t truckle-bed* lojo 

For as we fee th' eclipfed fun 

By mortals is more gaz*d uj^oa» 

Than wheo» adorn'd with all his Hgbtj 

He fhines in ferene iky moH bright ; 

So valour in a low efbue» lojs 

Is moft adniir*d aod wondered at. 

Quoth Ralph, How great I do not know 
AVe may by being beaten grow ; 
But none that fee how here we fit*. 
Will judge us overgrown with wit. zo4o 

As Gifted Brethren, preaching by 
A carnal hour-glafs, do imply 
Illumination can convey 
Into them what they have to f^y^ 
But not how mudi ; fo well eaoagh lodj 

Know you to charge, but not draw off; 
For who without a cap and bauble^ 
Having fubdu'd a Bear and rabble. 
And might with honour have come ofF^ 
Would put it to a Iccond proof? xajo 

A politic exploit right fit 
For Prefbyterian zeal and wit. 

Quoth Hudibras, That cuckow's tone, 
Ralpho, thou always barp*ft upon : 
When tliou at any thing would 'ft rail, X075 
Thou majc*ft Prefbyiery thy fcale 
To take tlie height on't, and explain 
To what degree it is. profane ; 
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What, Wer wiH «ot mth (thy what d^e call) 
Thy light jump right, thou call 'ftjj^fi^/. .^^ 
AS It Fretbytery were a ftaadard. 
To feiae whats'eTer's to be flaodor'd, 
Do'A wot remember h«v this day 
Thon to my beard was bold no fay. 

That thou couIdftp«,yebcar.baitiageq„aI ,085 ' 
With fynods, orthodox and Jegai .' 
Do, if thou can'ft • for I deny't. 
And dare thee to't mth ail thy Mgbt. . 
Quoth Ralpho, Truly *at isino - 

Hard matter for a man to d», ,_ 

That has but any guts in's bmias, ^ 

And could believe h worth Jiis paisa • 
But fince you dafe and urge <ne «o it,' 
1 ou 11 find I V light enough to do it. 
Synods are myftical beaf-«»rdens, ,oe. 

Where elders, deputies, cherrch^wardens. 
And other members of the court 

• Manage the BabylonMh fport. 
For prolocutor, fcribe, and bear-ward . 
Do differ only in a mere word. 
Both are bat fev'tal fjTwgogues 
Of carnal men, aud bears and dt»gs. 
Both antichriftian alfeniblies. ' 

To mifchief bent as far's in them lyes • 
Both ftave and tail. ,vith-fierce contefts. ,xo. 
The one with men.-the other beads. 
The diff rence is. the one fights with 

The tongue, the other with the teeth • ' 

And that they bait but bears in this ' 

In t'other fouls and conlciences; ,„. 
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Where faints tlieidfelves ve brou^t to ftake 

For gofpel-light and confcience-ftke ; 

Expos *d to fcribes and Pre(byters» 

Inftead of ma£l!ive dogs and curs ; 

Than whom th' have leis humanity. it 15 

For thefe at fduls of men will fly. 

This to the prophet did appear. 

Who in a Tiiion faw a bear. 

Prefiguring the beaftly rage 

Of church-rule, in this latter age : 11 ao 

As is demonfh-ated at full 

By hifn that baited the Pope's bull. 

Bears nat 'rally are beafb of prey, 

That li?e by rapine ; fo do they. 

What are their orders, conilitations, 1115 

Church-cenfures, curfes, abfolutions^ 

B«it fev'ral myfi\c chains they make, 

To tye poor Chnftians to the ftake, 

And then fet Heathen officers, 

Inftead of dogs, about their ears ? 11 jo 

For to prohibit and difpenfe. 

To find out or to make offence ; 

Of Hell and Heaven to difpofe, 

To play with fouls at faft stnd loofe ; 

To fet what chara(^ers they pleafe, tiss 

And roulds on iin or godlioefs ; 

Reduce the church to gofpel order. 

By rapine, facriiege, and murder; 

To make Prefbytery fupreme. 

And kings themfelves fubmit to them : xr^o 

And force all people, tho' againft 

Their confciences, to turn faints; 
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Maft prove a pretty thriving trade^ 

When faints monopolifts are made. 

Wben pious f rands and holy fiiifts 1x45 

Are diipenfations-and gifts. 

Their godlinefs becomes mere ware. 

And ev'ry fynod but a fair. 

Synods are whelps of th' inquiiitiony 

A mnngrel breed of iike pemidoay if jd 

And growing up, became the fires 

Of fcribeSy coromiffipnerSy and triers; 

Whofe bns'nefs is by cunning flight* 

To caft a ^gure fbr men' s light ; 

To find in lines of beard and faee^ 1x55 

The phyfiognomy of grace; 

And by the found and twang of oofe« 

If .all be found within, .difdofe ; 

Free from a. crack or flaw of finning. 

As men try pipkins by the ringiag ; ii6» 

By black caps underlaid with white. 

Give certain gueis at inward light. 

Which ferjeants ^t the gofpel wear. 

To make the fpi ritual calling clear. 

The handkerchief about the neck xi$s 

(Canonical cravat of Smeck, 

From whom the iniiitution came, 

When church and ftate they fet on flame> 

And* worn by them^ badges then 

Of fpiritua] war faring men ) , II70 

Judge rightly if regeneration 

Be of the neweft cut in fa(hion ; 

jSure 'tis an orthodox opinion. 

That gtace is founded in dominioo* 
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Great piety caofiils in pride ; T175 

To rule is to be (mSdied ; 

To domiaeer^ tod t6 cmifrov?, 

Both o'er the body asd the fou). 

Is the raoft perfeA dtfciplkle 

Of church-rale, and by dght diyine. r tSo 

Bell and the Dragon^ls chaplains were 

Moie rooderatt then thefe by far : 

For they, poor knar^s, w<er« g]ad to cheat » 

To get their wives and children meat ; 

j)ut thefe wfll not be fobbed off fo, xtts 

They muft have weakh and power too ; 

Or dfe with b!i>od and df fokcion 

They*]] tear it out o* th' heart o' th' nation* 

Sure thefe themielres from primitive 
And Heathen priefthood do derrve» 1x90 

When butchers were the only derk8> 
Eiders and Prelbytcrs of ksrks> 
\Vhofe diredtory was to kill ; 
And fome believe k is fo ftill. 
The only difference is, that then 1 1 95 

They (laughter'd only beaftsj now men. 
For then to facrifice a bu1Iock» 
Or now and then a child to Moloch, 
They count a vile abomination. 
But not to Oaughter a whole nation. xioo 

Prcfbytery docs but tranflate 
The Papacy to a free ftate ; 
A commonwealth of Popery, 
Where ev'ry village is a fee 
As well as Rome, and muft maintatn 1205 

A tithe-pig metropolitan : 


CaAtoIII. H U D I B R A S. 193 

Where cv'ry prefbyter and deacon 

Commands the keys for cheeie and^Macon; 

And ev'ry hgmlet's governed 

By's Holincfs, the charch 's head ; i a ro 

More haughty and fevere in's piaee» 

Than Gregory or Boniface. ^ 

Such church muft furely be a iDOofter . * 

With many heads ; for if we conftcr 

What in th' Apocalyps we find* XI15 

According Jbo th' Apf^le't BMsd, 

'Tis that the whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon ; 

Which heads denote the itofol tithe 

OfdeiiCQo» prieft, ]ay>elder> faibe. laoo 

Lay-elder, Simeon to Leviy 

Whofelittle finger i& as hcary 

As loins of patriarchs, prince*prelate> 

And bifliop-fecular. This zealot 

Is of a mungrelf direrfe kind, itt^ 

Cleric before, and lay behind ; 

A lawlefs liiffey-woolfey brother, 

HUf of one order, half another; 

A creature of amphibious nature. 

On land a bead, a fifh in water ; ii3o 

That always preys on grace or fin ; 

A iheep without, a wolf withto* 

This.fierce injiuifitor has chief 

Dominion over mens' belief 

And mangers ; can pronounce a faint 1135 

Idolatrous, 'or ignorailt. 

When fupercilioufly he fifts 

Thro' coarfeft boulter others' i^ta. 

L a 
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For all men lire and judge amifs, 

AVhofe ulents jump not juft with his. 1240 

He'Jl lay on gifts with hands, and place 

On duUeft noddle light and grace, 

The manufa<lure of the kirk; 

Thofe pailors are but.th' handy >work 

Of his mechanic paws, infilling l%4S 

Divinity in them by feeling; 

From whence they ftart up choien veflels. 

Made by contact* as men get meades; 

So cardinals, they fay^ do grope 

At t'other end the new-made Pope. x%so 

Hold, hold* quoth Hudibras, foft fire. 
They fay, does make fweet malt. Good Squire, 
FeftUa Unte, not too faft ; 
For hafte, the proverb fays, makes wafte. 
The quirky and cavils thou doft make xaji 

Are falfe, and built upon miftake. 
And I (hall bring you with your pack 
Of fallacies, t' Elenchi back; 
And put your arguments in mood 
And figure to be underftood. I»60 

ril force you by right ratiodnation 

To leave your vitilitigation. 

And make yoo keep to the queftion dofc. 

And argue ^U(fkS$s 
The queftion then, to ftate it firft, l%65 

Is which is better, or which woift, 

Synods or bears ? bears I avow 

To be the worft, and fynods thou. 

But to make good th* aflertion. 

Thou fay 'ft th* arc really all one, i»70 


Camo III, Hy D I • R A S. xag 

Iffo, not word; far if th* ate iif«. 

Why then, ttmitmitm iat tamiklaiu 

For if they arc the fame, by couf ie y 

Neither is better, neither worfe. 

But I deny they we the fsme, 1^75 

More than a maggDC ^od I am* 

That both are aiumaUa^ 

I grant ; but not rathmHay 

For though they do agree in kind> 

Specific dififereooe we find; xato 

And can no more make bears of thefey 

Than prove my horiie is Socrates. 

That fynodt'are bear-gardens too. 

Thou do'it affirm; but I fay, nof^ 

And thus I prove it, in a word ; 31^^. 

Whats'ever aflembly 's not impower*d 

To cenfure, curfe, abfelve, and ordsaDf 

Can be no fynod; but bear-gard«n 

Has no fuch pow'rj ^#, tis none: 

And fo thy fophifb7'8 o'erthrown. 2190 ' 

But yet we are bdide the queftioo. 
Which thou didfl: raife the firft conteft on : 
For that wa9> Whether bears were better 
Thanfynod-men? I&y, Ntgttfr.. 
That bears ant betib, and fynods men^ i^^s 
Is held by all; they're better then : 
For bears and dogs onfbiif legs go. 
As beafts; but fynod-men on two*. 
"Tis true, they all hare teeth and natis ; 
But prove that fynod-men have tails; tiO<^ 
Or that a rugged, fhagged fur 

Crows o'er the hide of Preftyter;. 
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Or that his foout or fpacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a bear's* 
A bear*s a favage beaft» of all i J05 

Moft ugly ancT niiiiatiiral ; 
AVhelp*d without fpniiy until the dam 
1 las lick'd it into fhapcaod frame : 
But all thy light can ne'er tn&. 
That ever fyaod-man was lide'd ; 13x0 

Or brought to any other fafhion. 
Than his own will and inclination* 
But thou do*ft further yet in this 
Oppugn thyfelf .and fenfe ; that ]s« 
Thou would'ft, have Prefbyters to go 23x5 

For bears and 4pgs» and bearwards too ; 
A ilniDge chimera of beafts and men. 
Made up of pieces heterogene ; 
Such as in pature never met 

Thy other arguments are .all 
Suppofures hyi>othetical» 
That do but beg, and we may chufe 
Either to grant thera» or refufe 
Much thou haft faid; which I know when 1315 
And where thou A0V&, from other men, 
( Whereby 'tis plain thy light and gifts 
Are all but plagiary (hifts) ; 
And is the fiupe that ranter faid. 
Who, arguing with me, broke my head, ^3 30 
And tore a handful of my beard. 
The felf-fame cavils then 1 heard, 
When b'ing in hot difpute about 
This controverfy, we fell out; 


CaatoIII. H U D I B R A S. t%T 

And what thott know^fl: I anfwer'd then, 133J 
Will ferve to anfwer thee agen. 

Quoth Ralpho, Nothing but th' abufe 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning, that eobweb of the brain. 
Profane, erroneous, and vain ; i|4<i 

A trade of knowledge, as replete 
As others are with fraud and cheat ; 
An art t' encumber gifts and wit, 
And render both for nothing fit ; 
Makes light inadive, dull and troubled, 134$ 
Like little David in Saul's doublet ; 
A cheat that fcholars put upon 
Other mens' reafon and their owo ; ' 
A fort of error, to enfconce 
Abfurdity and ignorance, ijjO 

That renders all the avenues 

To truth, impervious and abArufe, 

By making plain things, in debate. 

By art perplex'd and intricate : 

For nothing goes for fenfe or light, 1355 

That will not with old rules jump right : 

As if rules were not in the fchools 

Deriv'd from truth, but truth from ruks* 

This Pagan, Heatheniih invention 

Is good for nothing but contention. 136a 

For as, in fword-and-buckler fight. 

All blows do on the target light: 

So when men argue, the great 'ft part 

C th* conteft falls on terms of art. 

Until the* fuftian ftufiPbe fpent, 136J 

And then they fall to th' argument. 


tnit HUDIBKAS FanL 

Qaoth HtadSbmy Fritod Rj^pb, tho« haft 
Ootrun the confiabk at hStt 
For thou art £dlenon a new 
Difpute, as fenfekfi as vatnie*. j^fo 

Bat to the focmer oppoite* 
Iftod contrary at bhck to white t 
Mere ^J^sta, that ooaceimog 
Frelbytery, this haaMUi jcarnipg; 
Two things T aveffe* diey ne^er yet 1575. 

Bttt in the rambKag £nicy met« 
Bat 1 ihall take afit occafion 
T' ef ince thee by ratiadoatioa* 
Sbme other time and place aioie pnoper 
Than this w* are ia ; thererore Ict'a Aofi hece^ . 
And reft our wearied bones a ^ile>. a^fa 

^^icady tir 'd with otbei:. t«ih 
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PART SECOND. 


CANTO FIRST. 


THE ARGUMEKT. 


The Knight, by damnable Magician 
Being caJt illegally in prifon ; 
Love brings bis allien on the c»(e. 
And lays it opon Hudibras* 
How he receives the Lady's viHt, 
And cunningly folicits his fuit^ 
Which (he denn | yet, on parole. 
Redeems him from th' incbanted hole* 


BU T oow t' ob&rre romantic method. 
Let bloody ileel a whiJe be fheathed 
And all thofe harfh and rugged founds 
Of baftmadoesy cuts» and wounds. 
Exchanged to Love's more gentle ftyle,- j 

To let our reader breathe a. while : 
In which that we may be as brief as 
Is poffible» by way of preface, 
}gii not enough to make one ftrange. 
That fome mens fancies fhould ne'er changei yq 
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But make all people do and fay 

The fame things ftUl the felf-fame way? 

Some writers make all ladies purioia'd^ 

And knights parfuiog like a whirlwind : 

Others make all their knights in fits x j 

Of jealoufy to loit their wits ; 

Till drawmg blood o*th' dames, like \TEtches, 

Th' are forthwith cur'd of their caprichcs* 

Some always thrive in their amours^ 

By pa Ming plaiilers off their fores ; 99 

As cripples do to get an alms, 

Juftfo do they, and win their dames* 

Some force whole regions, in defpite 

O' geography, to change their fite : 

Make former times ihake baods whh latter, 15 

And that which was before, eome after. 

But thofe that write in rhyme, fBll make 

The one verfe for the other's fake ; 

For one for fenfe, and one hr rhyme, - 

I think's fulHcient at one time. 30 

But we forget in what fad plight 
We whilom left ffMcaptirM Knighr, 
And penlive Scpnre, both brnis'd to body> 
And conjur'd into fafe cuftody t 
Tir'd with difpute, and Q>eaking Latin, 5; 

As well as baftiag and bear-baiting. 
And defperate of any cottrfe. 
To free himfelf by wit or force : 
His only folace was, that aow 
His dogsbok fortune was ib km, j0 

That either it nnift qmekly end. 
Or turn about again, and mend ;. 
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lo which he fMibd th* Client, m left 
Than other times, betide his gueit. 

There is a call lon^Sdtd dame, ^ , 

(But wonderous light,) ycleped P^, ^ 

That like a thin cameleon boards 
Herfelf on air, asd eats her words: 
Upon her /hoaldew wings fte wears 
LiJce hanging-ffccTcs, ini'd thro' vitb cars, sb 
-And eyes, and tongues, as poets Kft,, 
Made good by deep mythokgift : 
With thcfe (he thro' the wellcin flies. 
And fometimes carries troth, eft lies; 
With letters hung like eaftern p«eons, „ 

And Mercuries of fartheft regions ; 
l^Iurnals writ f<v regulation 
Of 1 ying, to inform the naticn ; 

And by th^ir pnWic ufc t!6 bring down ' 
. The rate of whetfloocs in the kingdom. ^ 

About her neck a packet-mail. 
Fraught with advice, &aic frefli, fane ftale. 
Of men that wa&'d when they were dead. 
And cows of monfters brought to bed; 
Of hailftones big as pullets eggs, ' 4^ 

And puppies whelp 'd with twice two legs; 
A blazing ftar feen in the weft, 
By fix or fevcn men at leaft. 
Two trumpets ihe does fonnd at once/ 
But both of dean contrary tones ; m^ 

But whether both of the £uae wind. 
Or one before, and one behind. 
We know not, only this can tell 
The one founds Tiicly, th * «ther well ; 


•v 
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And tKerefore Vulgar antfaora name ys 

The one good, t' other rviifam^ 

This tattling goffip knew too well, 
'Whit mifchief Hadtbras befel; 
And ftraight the ipitefol tiding bears 
Of all, to th ' «nkiod widow *8 eajs. 80 

Democritus ne'er laagh'd fo loud. 
To fee bauds carted thnough the croud. 
Or funerals .with ftately pomp, 
March flowly on in folenin dump. 
As (he laagh'd out, until her back* 85 

As well as iides, was like to cradc. 
She vow'd fhewoold go fee the fight. 
And vifit the diftrefied Knight ; 
To do the office of a neighbour, 
And be a goiSp at his labour ; ^0 

And from his 'wooden jail, the ftocks. 
To fet at large his fetter-locks. 
And by exchange, parole, orranibm. 
To free him from th^ inchanted manfioa. 
This b'iog refelr'd, fhe call'd f(»- hood j^i 

And uflier, implements abroad 
Which ladies wear, befides a Header 
Young waiting damfel to attend her. 
All which appearing* on (he went, 
To find the Knight in limbo pent. f oa 

And 'twas not long b^ore (he -found 
Him, and his ftcMit Squire, in the pound. 
Both coupled in inchanted tether. 
By farther leg behind together : 
For as he fat upon his rump,- 
His head like one in doleful dump^ 
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Between his knees, his hands apply'd 

Unto his ears on either fide; 

And by him, in another hole, 

Afflided Ralpho, cheek by joul : . jfo 

She came upon him in his wooden 

Magician's circle, on the fudden^ 

As fpirits do t' a conjurer, 

"When in their dreadful fliapes th* appear. 

' No fooner did the Knight perceive her, zij. 

But ftraight he fell into a fever, 

Inflam*d all over with difgrace. 

To be feen by her in fuch a place ; 

Which made him hang his head, and fcoul. 

And wink, and goggle like an owl, xao 

He felt his brains begin to fwim. 

When thus the dame accofted him. 

This place, quoth (he, they fay's inchanted> 

And with delinquent fpirits haunted^ 

That here are ty'd in chains, and fcottrg'd, 235 

Until their guilty crimes be purg'd : 

JLrOok, there are two of them appear, 

X.ike perfons I have feen fomewhere. 

Some have miftaken blocks and«pofls 

For fpedtres, apparitions, ghofts, z^e 

"With faucer-eyes, and horns ; and fome 

Have heard the devil beat a drum : 

13ut if our eyes are nat falfe glafles, 

That give a wrong account of faces ; 

That beard and I ihould be acquainted, 135 

Before 'twas conjur'd and inchanted ; 

For though it be disfigur'd fomewhat, 

As if't had lately been in combat, 

t M 
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It did belong to a worthy Koig^t, 

Huwe'er this goUin is come by'c 140 

When Hadibras the Lady heard, 
DifconrfiDg thus upon hit beards 
And fpeak with fuch refpeft and honour. 
Both of the beard, and the beards owacr ; 
He thought it beft to fet as good 145 

A face upon it as he cou^d. 
And thus he fpoke« Lady, your bright 
And radiant eyes are in the right ; 
The beard's th' identic beard yOu knew. 
The fame numerically true : 150 

Nor is it worn Jby fiend or elf. 

But its proprietor himfelf. 
O heav'ns ! quoth ihe, can that be true; 

I do begin to fear 'tis you ; 

Not by your individaal whifkers, jss 

Butby yourtfialed^ aoddifconrfe. 

That never fpoke to man or beaft 

in notions vuFgariy expreft. 

But what malignant ftar, alas ! 

Has brought you both to this fad-pafs f 1 60 

Quoth he, The fortune of the war. 

Which I am lefs affiifted For, 

Than to be feen with beard and face 

By you in Inch a homely cafe. 
Quoth (he, Thofe need not be afham'd x6s 

For being honourably maimM; 

If he that k in battle conquer *d. 

Have any title to his own beard, 

Tho* yours'be forelylogg'd and torn. 

It does your vi(age more adorn, jyo 


Canton. H U D I B R A S. 155 

Than if 'twere pruo'd andftarchM, aodlander'd. 

And cut fquare by the Ruffian ftandtrd* 

A torn beard's like a tatter'd enfign. 

That's braveft which there are mod rents in. 

That petticoat about your (houlders. X75 

Does not fa we!l become a' foJdier's ; 

And Vm afraid they are worfe bandied; 

Altho' i' th' rear» your beard the van led: 

And thofe unfeea>ly bruifes make 

My heart for company to ake, 180 

To fee fo worihipfal a friend 

r th' pillory fet, at the wrong end 

Quoth Hudibras* This thing cail'd /«» 
Is (as the learned Stoics maintain) 
Not bad fimfliciUr, not good ; 185 

But mercy as 'tis underftood, 
Senfe is deceitful, and may feign. 
As well in counterfeiting pain 
As other grois phasaoroenasy 
In which it oft miftakes the cafe. 190 

Butiince th' immortal intelle^ 
(That's free from error and defeat, 
Whofe obje&s Hill perfift the fame) 
Is free from outward bruife or maim, 
Which nought e&ternal can expofe 195 

To grofs material bangs or blows; 
It follows, we can ne'er befure. 
Whether we pain or not endure ; 
An d jufl fo far are fore and griev'd> 
As by the fancy is believ'd. aoo 

Some have been wounded with conceit, 

And dy 'd of mere opinion flraight ; 

BI 2 
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Others, tho' wounded fore in reafon. 

Felt no cootufion, nor difcretion. 

A Saxon duke did grow fo fat, 405 

That mice, as hiftories relate. 

Ate grots and labyrinths to dwell in 

His poUlc parts, without his feeling: 

Then howis't poffible a kick 

Should e*er reach that way to the quick ? aio 

Quoth fhe, I grant it is in tain 
For one that's baded, to feel pain, 
Becaufe the pangs his bones endure> 
Contribute nothing to the cure: 
Yet honour hurt, is wont to rage »ij 

With pain no medicine can afFuage. 

Quoth he. That honour's yery fqaeami/h* 
That takes a bailing for a blemifh ; 
For what's more honourable than fears, 
O r fkin to tatters rent in wars ? iw 

SoTis have been beaten till they know 
M^hat wood a cudgel 's of by th* blow i 
Some kick'd, until ihey can feel whether 
A fhoe be Spanifti or neat*s leather ; 
And yet have meti after long mnning, »i5 

With fome whom they havetaught that cunning. 
The fartheft way about t* o'ercome, 
r th* end does prove the neareft home ; 
By laws of learned duellifts. 
They that are bruis'd with wood or fiils, 2^0 

And think one beating may for once 
SufHce, are cowards and poltroons : 
But If they dare engage t' a fecond. 
They're flout and gallant fellows risckon'd, * 
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Th* old RoHMAi freedom did bellow. 
Our princes worlhrp, with a blow: 
King Pyi-iliDs car'd' hii ij^cfiedc • 
And tefty coortiers with ;Lkick. 
The Negus, when forae mighiy lord 
Or potentate*! to^te- r«ftor'd. 
And pardon'd for iqiae great oSeaCe, 
Wiih whicli he's willing to diipeole^ 
Fitft has him laid upon his belly. 
Then beated back and fide, i' a jelly; 
Thai done, he tiles, humbly bowi. 
And fptes thaokuforthfa princely blowsi . 
Departs not meaoly ptoud, and boaHing 
Of his raagoificeot ribroalUng. 
The beaienibldier proTc* moftnianlu]. 
That, tike hii fw0rd,endi;reg the anvil; 
Aod jufily's held more fbrmidahle. 
The Dibre hit nlonr'i nulle^^e i 
Bat he that fears a bafttnado. 
Will niR awiy BoTaiuM owa ftiadjiW! 
And tho' I'm now in duriace lalij^ 
By our own party bs&ly caA, 
Rao(bin,'«]Khange, parole refut'd, 
Aod worfe than by th»en'my Qs'd^ 
In clofe catafla (hat, paft hope 
Of wit, or valour, to eJop»: 
As beards the oearer that th«y tend 
To th' eanh, flfll grow mora revcreadt 
Aad caanoni (hoot the higher pitches. 
The lower we lat down Aeir breeches: 
til make this low dtjcAed fate 
i^dvance me lO a grAt«r baolit. 
M J 
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• . Qaoth (he, Y* have almoft made m' in lore 

With that which did my ^ij move. 

Great wit», aad valours, like great ftatcs. 

Do fometimes Aok with their owa weights: 470 

Th* extremcB of glory and of (hame, 

Like eaft and weft, become the fame s 

No Indian prince has to his palace 

More followers than a thief to th' gallows. 

But if a beatings ieem (b brave, 375 

What glories mafJt a whipfung Have ^ 

Such great atchievements camiot &il 

To caft fah 00 a woman's tail : 

For if I thoaghiyoui aat'rai talent 

Of pailive courage were fi> gallant, ^^o 

As you ilrain hard to have it thought^ 

i could grow amproas, and dote. 

When Hudibras this language heard 
He prick 'd up's ^ears, and ftrok'd his beard : 
Thought he, this is the lucky boar: 4S5 

Wines work wh^n Vines^arein the floWv^ 
Tlus crifis then JL'Jl fet my reft on. 
And put her boldly , to the qnefiion. 

Madam, what you would feem to doubts 
Shall be to all the world made out :. a^o 

How I've been drubVd>gnd with what ffHcic 
Aii4"^»gnattimity I befttit; . . . 
And if you doubt , it |o be ti<ue» . 
ril flake n^yfelf down ag^inft yoar , 
And if I fail, in love or troth,. 2^ 

Be you the winner,, and take botK - 

Q^oth flie, I've heard old cunnjipg ftagera 
3ay, fools for arguments ufc vage^a ; 
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And tho* I prai8>!a your yaloar, yet 

I did not mean to baalk year wit ; 900 

Which if yoa have, yoa invft needis kaov * ' 

AVhat I have told you before now. . 

Apd you b' experiment have pro¥'d> 

I cannot love where I'm belov'd. 
Quoth HadibraSy Tis a capricb» jaj 

Beyond th' ioflidion of a Witch ; 

So cheats to piay with tbofe itiJl aim. 

That do not underiland the game* 

Love in your heart as idly burnt. 

As fire in antique Roman omsy . 3x0 

To warm the dead, and Taidiy light 

Thofe only that fee notfaiog by*t. 

Have yop not pow'r to entertain. 

And render love, for ]ov« again ; 

As no man can draw in his breath 31 1 

At once, and force out air beneath ? ' - 

Or do you fovc yonrfcJf fo much. 

To bear all rivaFs elfe a grutcfr? 

What fate can lay a greater curfe 

Than you upon yourfelf would force? jao 

For wedlock without love, feme^ fay. 

Is but a lock without a key. 

It is a kind of rape to marry 

One that neglefts, or &res not for ye : 

For what docs make it ravi fhmenf , ^^s 

But b 'ing againft the mind's confent ? 

A rape that is the more inhuman. 

For being a^ed by a woman. 

Why are you fair but to entice us 

To love you, that you may dcfpife us ? i^r 
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Bctt though you .caadot love^ yon &f, 

0«t of your ovn ftaatic wsiy» 

Why ihodd ymrniM aft lesft-alkMv 

Tho& that lore <yMi to do lb too i 

For as youiAy me, and jmrfoe 51J 

Love more averie, Aid9 you; 

^Dd am by youf own doddle tatogfait 

To pra^tife what yoa call a £udt. 

Quoth lhe» If what yba fay is truo^ 
Yoa rouft fly me as i do yod: |40 

But 'tis not what we dp» botfiey,: 
Id love and preachtn|^ that nttift fwayc 

Quoth he» To hid me not tp k>^e» 
Is to forbid my pnEe tor-nove^ 
My beard to g(ow» my ears to pridLopi 34^ 
Qr, when Vm in a fit, t^hiel^ip:; . : 
Command me to piis oat the mooBj. 
And'twillaseaiily bedone*. ... 
Love's pow*r*s too grtat to be wkhftood. 
By feeble human flefli and blood. 35a 

'Twas he that brought opon:hi$ knees 
The hedl'ring kill-cow Hefoales; 
Transform'd his leager-lion *s ikiin^ 
T* a petticoat, and mad<& hkn fpso y 
Seiz'd on his club, and made it dwindle 35 j 

T' a feebk <itiftaff, and a i§;^adle. 
'Twas he that made emperors gall»its 
To their own lifters, and their aants ; 
Set Popes and Cardinals agog» 
To play with pages ^t leap-frog.: 3^ 

*Twas he that gave oar fenate piiiiges» 
itod flux*d the hdufe of many a bttrgds^ 
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Made thofe that reprefeDt the natioD, 

Submit, and fuffer amputation ; 

And all the. grandees o' th^ cabal 36^ 

Adjourn to tubs, at fpring and fall* 

He mounted fynod-men, and rode /em 

To Dirty-lane, and Littk-Sodohi; 

Made *era curvet, liKeSpanilh jennets^ 

And take the ring at Madam 370 

'Twas he that made St Francis do 

More than the devil could tempt him to ;- 

In cold and frofty weather grOw ; * 

Enamour'd of a wife of fnow ; 

And tho" fhe were of rigid temper^ 37^ 

With melting flames acooflr an d tempt her ; 

Which after in enjoyment quenching. 

He hung a garland on his engine. . 

Qnoth ihe. If love have thefe effeds, 
"Why is it not forbid our fex ! $ZCk 

"Why is't not damn'd and interdi^ed 
For diabolical and wicked ? 
And fung, as out of tune, againft, 
AlS Turk and Pope are by the faints ? 
I find I've greater neafon for it 384? 

Than I believ'd before, t' abhor it. 

Quoih Hudibras, Thefe fad cffe<fts 
Spring from your Heathenifh neglefts 
Of Love's great powV, which he returns 
Upon yourjfelves with equal fcorns ; 390 

And thofe who worthy lovers fleight. 
Plagues with prepoft'rous appetite. 
This made the beauteous queen of Crete 
To take a town bull for her iwect.; 
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And from her grcatneft ftoop f<t low, 595 

To be the rival of a coir: 

Others to proftiiute their gt«at hearts, 

To be babooM* aad motkajs' fweethearts ; 

Some with the dev*! himftlf in a league grov 

By*s reprefentative a negro. 400 

'Twas this made veftal^makb love-fickj 

And veotare to be boricd quick: 

Some by their £uhers» and their brothers 

To be i^ade miftrefts and mothers* 

'Tis this that proode^t dames enamoars 405 

Op kcquies, and vaictt des chambres ; 

Their haughty ftomachs overcomes. 

And make them ftoop tadirty grooms; 

To fleight the vorid^ and to difparage 

Claps, iflaes, infiuny, and marriage. 4S0 

Quoth Ae» Thefe judgments are fevere. 
Yet fttch as I (bould rather bear. 

Than troft men with their oaths, or prove 

Their faith and fecrecy in love. 
Says he, There is as weighty reaiba 4x5 

For fecrecy in Jove, as treaibn.. 

jlliove is a burglarer,. a felon. 

That in the wihdore-eye.does ileal in 

To rob the heart, and with ha prey 

Steals out again a clofer way ;> 430 

AVhlcK whofoever can discover. 

He's fure (as he deferves) co fafier. 

Love is a fire, that bums and fparkles 

In men as nacVaily as in cbarooals* 

Which footy chymifb &op in boles* 4^5 

When out of wood they extract coals i 
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So lorers ihooU tieir pafiionB dioke, 

Tiut though they baro» they may not finoke. 

Tis like thai^ Aardy thief that ftole 

And dragged beafis backwards into's hole : 459 

So lore does lovers, and us men 

Draws by the tails into fais den ; 

That DO impreffion may difoover. 

And trace to's cave the wary lover* 

Bat if yoa doubt i (hbiild reveal 435 

\^liat yon introft me tnider leal, 

I'll prove myielf as dofe and virtaoBS 

As your own fecretary, Albertns, 

Quoth (he, I grant yoo may be eloie 
In hiding what ybnr aims propofis: - 440 

Love-paffiona are like parables. 
By which men Itill mean Ibmctfaiog etfe: 
Though love be all the wortd^s pretence. 
Money's the mythologic ienfe. 
The real fubftanee of ihe Ihadbw, 445 

Which all addrefi and conrtlhip's made to. 

Thought he, 1 underftand your play. 
And how to quit you your own way : 
He that will win his dame, muft do 
As love does, when he bends his bow ; 450 

With one hand thruft the lady from. 
And with the other pa!l her home. 
I grant, quoth he, wealth is a great 
Provocative to am'rous heat ; 
It is all philtres, and high diet, 455 

That makes love rampant, and to fly out: 
'Tis beauty always in the flower. 
That buds and blofloms at fourfcore : 


U4 H U X).I B R A S. PmU. 

Tis that by which the fan and moon 

At .their own weapons are undone : 4^ 

That makes kntghts*errant fall in trances. 

And lay aboot them in romances : 

Tis virtue, wit, and worth, and ail 

That men divine and facred call : 

For what is worth in any thing, 465 

But fo much money as 'twill bring ? 

Or what but nches is there known, 

"Which man can foldy call hisx>wn ; 

In which no creature goes his half/ 

Unlefs it be to fquint and langh ? 470 

I do confefs, with goods and land, 

I*d have a wife at iecond hand ? 

And fuch you are : nor is't yonr peribn 

My ftomach's fet fo (harp and fierce on ; 

But 'tis (your better part) your riches, ^75 

That ray enaraour'd heart bewitches ; 

Let me your fortune but pofleis. 

And Cbttle'your perfon how you pleafe, . 

Or make it o'er in truft to th' devil. 

You'll find me reaibaable and civil. 4^9 

Quoth (he, I like this plainnefs better 
Thau falfe.mock-pafBon, fpeech, or letter. 
Or any feat of qualm or fwooning, 
But hanging of yourfelf, or drowning: 
Your only way with me to break 4^5 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck ; 
l^ras when merchants break, overthrown 
Like nine- pins, they ftrike others down ; 
So that would break my heart, whicli done. 
My temping fortune is your own* 499 
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Thefe are but trifles t ev'ry lovtr 

Will damn himfejf* over and over, 

^nd greater matters undertake 

Por a lefs worthy miftrefs' (sikt : 

Yet they're the only wayi tp prove 495 

Th • unf eign 'd realities of love.; 

For he that hangs, or beats out's brains^ 

The devil's in him if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, The way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof; .500 

It is no jeftitkg trivial matter. 
To fwing i' ih' air, or douce in water^ 
j^nd, like a water- witch, try love; 

That's to deflroy^ and not to prove-: 

As if a man Ifaould be diiie^ed, jej 

To find what part is diiaffedled* 

Your better way is to make over 
JLn. truft, your fortnne' to your lover : 

TruH is a trial ; if it break, 

'Tis not fo defp'rate as aneck*: 510 

Befide, th' experiment's more certun ; 

Men venture necks.to gain a fortune : 

The foldier does it ev'ry day 

(£ight to the week) for fix^penee pay : . 

Your pettifoggersrdamn their fools, 515 

To (hare with knaves in .cheating fools ^ 

And merchants, vent 'ring through the main, 
. Slight pirates, rocks, and horns, for gain* 

This is the way I 'dvife you to ; * 

Truft me. and ieewbat I will do. 539 

Quoth (he, I (hould be loath to run 

Myfelf all th' hazard, and you none ; 

t N . 
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Which muft be<dtwe, tiAltfr feme iieed 

Of yours afoKdioid do precede : 

GiTe bat yoarfelf 4iiie gentle fwnig 51; 

For trial, and I'li^cilt the ftriog; 

Or give that rev'ttad head a maul. 

Or two, or threo,- agaiflft a ^aM ; 

To flieMTfoa -are a mttn^ wetUe, 

Aod rU engage myfcif to f&ttk. 530 

Qaoih he» My kead's^oot riia#e of iNd&, 
Aa. Friar Bacons-noddle was ; 
Nor (like the lodiai/a IMI) fo'tottijli. 
That, autkoniay, *itwaa morflcH^preof ; 
As it had need t» Eie,' to enter 555 

As yet on iny flenr adventof^ t 
You fee what bangs k hath endar'd. 
That would, befereiiew feats, be^ur^-r 
But if that's all '70a Ibnd irpon. 
Here ftrike' ffie kdfe, k ^aK he done. 5to 

Q^oth (he. The mdtfter'^iKn k^ far igone 
As you fuppofe ; 3two w^fds^to a bsr^n ^ 
That may be done, «iid time enough. 
When you have^gtvtii dowttrighi proof : 
And yet 'tis no fantaiUc picjae S4S 

1 have to:I(»Te, norcaydtfKke : 
-'Tis DO impUci't, 4iice aveilM, 

T' your coRTer&tion, mien, or perlon ; 

But AJuft fear, hft yon ihoo^d prore 

Falfe 4nd .perfidious in love : j|o 

For if I thought you ooukl be trrie, 

2 could love twice as modi as you. 

Quoth hci My^nrh-asadamadtme, 
As chains ictfdeftlny, I*lifna»atain^ . 
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True as Apollo crer ipoke» 55i5 

Or oracle from beart of oak : 

And if you*U glvje my^am« but yenty 

Mow ID ciofe hugger-nHJgg$t pent. 

And (hine upon me but be»jgaly> 

With that one, and that otiier pigfneyi j<6a 

The fun and.djky ibalJ fooper part- 

Than love or you, (hake ofi^ my heart; 

The fun, that (hall no more dij^eofe 

His own, but your brigbt isfluence* 

rll carre your nai^e on. barks of trees^ s^S* 

'With tru&ioveVknots.and flourifhea.;. 

That (hall infufe eternal. fpring^ 

Al34 everlailing flouriQung; 

Drink ev'ry letter on't in^^QS, 

And make it bughfr champaign, become* 57^^ 

Where-e'er you tread, ypur. foot (hall fct 

The primrofe^iod the violet; 

Ajl\fpice8> perkime9», and fweet powders, 

Sliall borrow from your bfeath their odours ; 

Nature her charter (hall renew» ' 575 

And take all live^-of things from you ; 

•The wor14 depend upon your eye, 

ApA when you'frovfw upon It* die» 

Only ouc:ioye;(baU,ftiIhfurvive, 

New worlds , ^ and nMur«9 to^ ^tlive $ . ^8^ 

And like to heralds m»orifi% reipao 

All crefcents, without change or wame. 

Hold, h«Jd« qppthdie, bo more of this,. 
Sir Knight, you t^k® your ajm amifs : 
For you will find it a hard chapter 38^ 

To catch me witb poetic rapture* 

N % 
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In which your maftery of art 

Doth (hew itfelf, and oot your heart ; 

Nor will you raife in min« combufiion. 

By dint of high heroic fuftian . 59a 

She that with poetry is won, 

l« hut a defk to writ upon ; 

And what men- fay of her, they mean 

No more than on the thing they lean. 

^ome with Arabian fpices ftrive S95 

T* embalm her cruelly alive ; 

Or leafon her, as French cooks ufe 

Their haut«gous, bouiliies, and ragoos; 

Ufe her fo barbaroufly ill 

To grind her lips upon a mill, 600 

Until the facet 'doablet doth 

Pit their ihymes rather than her mouth ; 

Her mouth compar'd to an oyfter's, with 

A row of pearl in't "ftead of teeth. 

Others make podes of her cheeks, 6oj 

Where red and whiteft colours mix; 

In which the lily and the rofe 

Foi Indian )akc and cerufe goes. 

The fun and moon by her bright eyes 

Eclipsed, and darkened in the ikies, tfio 

Are but black patches, which (he wears 

Cot into fund, and moons, and iftars : 

By which aftrologers, as well 

As thofe in heav'n above, can tell 

Whatr ftrange events they do forcfhow 615 

Unto her under-world below. 

Het voice, the muficof the fpheres. 

So loud it deafens mortals* cahs ;' ; • 


Camo I. H U D f B R A & 149 

As wife philofopbers have thought ; 

And that 's the cacfe we hear it not. 6%o 

This has been done By fome, who thofe 

Th' ador'd in rhyme, would kick in profs ; 

Aik! in thole ribbands woold hare hung. 

Of which roelodtoufly they fuog^: 

Tbat hare the hard fate to write befl: 62s 

Of thofe ftill that dcleire it lead ; 

It matters dorhen^ falfe« or forg'd. 

So ti^e beft- things be faido^ th' worflr; 
It goes for nothing when 'tis faid. 
Only the arrow's drawn to th' head, 630 

Whether it be a fwan or goofe 
They level at : fo (hcpberds u{e 
Tb^ibt the fame mark on* the Yap" 
Both of theirfbund and rotten iheep^ 
For wits thatcarry low or wide, . 6j5 

Moft be aim'd higher, or befide 
The maris, which dfe they ne'er come nigh, 
Bdt when they take their aim awry. . 
But I do wonder yovt (hould ciittie 
This way t' attack me with* your mufe^ . 6^ 
As one cut out to pafs your tricks on 
With Folhams of poetic fiAion-: 
I : radier hop'd, I thould no more 
Hear front you o' th* gallanting ftorri 
For hard dry-4)aftings us'd to pjrovc ^5 

The readieft remedies of love, 
Neict a dry diet ; but if thofe fail; 
Yet tiiis uneafy loop-hoRi jail. 
In which y* are hamper'd by the fetlock. 
Cannot biu pu t y * in' mind of wedlock ; 6S& 

N 3 
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>Vedlock, that's worfe than any hole here. 

If tl^at may fcrve you for a cooler, 

T* allay your mettle all agog 

Upon a wife, the heavier clog: 

Nor rather thank your gentler fate, 6ss 

That for a bruis'd or broken pate, 

Ha» freed you frcvm th bfe knobs that grow 

Much harder on the marry'd brow: 

Put if no dread can cooJ your cpurage. 

From ventVing on that dragon, marriage ; 660 

Yet give me quarter, and advance 

To nobler aims your puifTance : 

Level at beauty, and at wit ; 

The faireft mark is eafiefl: hit. 

Quoch Hudibras, Tm before hand 665 

In that already, with your command; 
For where does beauty and high wit 
But in your conHeliation meet ? 

Quoth fhe, AVhat does a match imply. 
But iikeoefs and equality ? 670 

I know you cannot think me fit 
To bf th' ypke^fellow of your wit: . 
Nor take one pf fo mean deferts. 
To be the partner of your parts; 
A grace, which if I could believe, j^j 

I*ve not the confcience, to receive. 

That confcieivce, q^oth Hudibras, 
Is mifinform'd ; I '11 "flate* the cafe. 
A man may be a legal donor 
of any thing whereof he's owner; ^3^ 

And may confer it where he lids, 
r th' judgment of all cafuifls : 
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Then wit and parts, and valour/ may 

Be alienate, and ifiadfe awfty*- 

By thofe that are proprietors^ 6Zs ' 

As I may give or fell my "horie. • 

Quoth (he^ 1 'gram the cafe is trae» . L 

And proper 'tv^ixt yoiir horfe and you ;- 
But whether I may take, as well 
As you may give away» or ielH : &^ 

Buyers, you kjiow, are bid beware ; 
And worfe than thieves receivers are. 
How (hall I anfwer ^cf^and'crjF, 
For a roan gelding twdve'hands-high, 
All fpurr'd and fwitch'd, a lock on's hoof, 695 
A forrel mane ? Can I bring proof. 
Where, when, by whom, and what y* were fold 
Aod .in the open market toll'd for [for» 

And thould I take you for a ftray, 
You muft be kept a year and day. 700 

(Ere I can own you), here i* th' pound, 
"Where, if y' are fought, you may be found : 
And in the meantime I muft pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he. It ftands me niuch upon 705 

T' enervate this objedion. 
And prove myfelf by topic clear. 
No gelding, as you would infer. 
Lofs of virility 'savctr'd 
To be the caufe of lois of beard, 7ie 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 
Abortive on the chin become. 
This firft a woman did invent. 
In envy of man's ornament, 
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Saniramis of Sabylottv Tt^ 

Who firft of all cut men o* riiie ikmer 
'Bo nar their beards, aad laid foindtnioa 
Of ib w-geldittg operackia 
Look oo thirbeand and tell me whether 
V Ettnucht I9mm ibch, or g cJd fai g^ eithcg I 799 
Next it appears 1 am no horft,. 
Itett I can argne aod'difcosiA ; 
Hare but twalcgt^ and no^r a wK 

Quoth fliet That mHfaing^wiD avail p 
For fome philofo^efs of late here f^ 

Write, meoi have: iwa legs- by mmwet^ 
Aad^at 'tim coAojis maket them g» 
Erroneoufly upon but xmo ; 
M 'nvasio Q^pmaoy. madegbodb 
B! a boy that loft hittftlS in a wiK>d« 730 

And growing dQWo t' a nanv was> wont 
With wolres upon all four «tr fanat. . 
As for your reasons. draMnt from taalt^ 
We c^oos f^y they're -true or hi&p 
Till you explam yourftll, aad fli«w» f^. 

B' experiment, 'til fo or no. 

Qaoth be, K yoviU jmn iffim oii'r^^ 
1*11 give you iatisfadt*ry aocooot ; 
So you will pronv&, if yon Mk^ 
To fettle all, and.be my: fpoafe^ 749 

That never fhall be dioor, ^oth fhe,. 
T^HMe that waots^a tail, by. me; 
For tails by nafurerfuce werv meant>. 
As well as beards, for*ORMmcnt ; 
And though the vulgar count them homely, 745 
la man or.beaft they sjjs fo comely^. 
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So genteel, alamoder and handfome, 

ril never marry one that wants one ; , 

And till you can demonftrate plato. 

You have one equal to your mane, . 750 

I'll be 'torn piece'-mcallyy arhorfe, : - 

Ere ril take you for bet'tei* or worfe. 

The Prince of Cambay's daily food . 

Is afp, and bafiliik, and toad ; 

Which makes him h^ve fo ftrong-a breathr 7*1 

Each night he ftinks a queen to death ; 

Yet I (hall rather ly in's arms 

Than your's, on ai^y other terms. 

Quoth he, What nature can a^Tord^ 
I (hall produce, upon my word ; 760. 

And if (he ever gave that boon 
To man, TJl prove that I have one;. 
I mean by populate illation. 
When you (hall offer juft occafion. . i 

But (jflce y' hayje yet denied to give 76JI 

My heart, your prifoner, a reprieve, 
But made it fink down to my heel. 
Let that at leaft your pity feel; 
And for the fuffering? of your martyr. 
Give its poor entertainer quarter; , 770. 

And ly difcharge, or maiji-pri^e, ^rant 
Deliv'ry from this bafe i^flraiot. 

Quoth (he, I grieve to fee your leg 
.Stuck in a hole here like a. peg; 
And if I kney which way to do't, 775 

(Your honour fafe), Vd let you otit. 
That dame? by jaiJ-delivery 
Of errant-knight have been ftt free* 
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When by iQetMotmeol th«y. hsfc bcen^ 

Aod fometiniet fortt too^. laid in ; Tto 

It that which koi^tt are bomd f do 

^TPi'd^ry oatiTi aiMi4i«|cmrtDo: 

For what are tbeyi rem>wa*d and* fompat elSbi 

Bot aiding of diftrefied damdels I 

Bat for a Udy a# wife errant* 7^5 

To free a knight, we have na warraat 

Ibtany aothentical romance* 

Or claific author yet of IVance; 

And I 'd be loath ta ha^ yombreak 

An ancient cufk>m for a freaky 7^' 

Or innovatii&n intnidbGe 

111. place of things of antique ufiS v 

To free your heels by any courft* 

That might b"uiiwfaolefi)nie to yoarfj^urs*: 

Which if I ihould cooftnt unto* 775^ 

It is not in my power to db ; 

Boi:*tis a ferrice mufl be dene ye. 

With folemn previous ceremony : 

Which al way a has been as*d to* untie* 

The charms of thofe who* here do lie : Sdo^ 

For as the Aocienu her6«>fbre 

T^.Honour's temple had*no<loorv 

But that iM^k thorough' Virtue^S lay;^ 

So from this duageOB- there's no way 

To honour H freedom, butbypailog Zbs 

That other Tinuoosfchool of la(hing>^ ' 

Where knights arekept in narrow KHfs* 

With woodcD lockets 'Bout their wriib; 

In which they for a while are tenants^ 

And for theic ladies foffer penance ; Slo^ 
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Wliipping, that's TiktiiieVsoiveniefii, I 

Tat'refs. t>f Hf t« <itfid icienMS^ 

That «MBids the'giior6 laSftaiBss of Malnre, I , 

And puts new life mtadiAmiBtter; . I 

That la^a fooodatLott fbr itDOwa, . . ;8f |r ' j 

And all the hooourtof the gown. 

This fufPer'd, itfiqr-are fot at la)gc« 

Add freed'VtiSi dioDoacabJe ^fbhvrgt : 

Then in the robes, the pemtentiah 

Are ftraight prefboted ivith eredeiittsdsi Sm 

And in their va^ ^utteaded <oq 

By magiftrates of&fttj town: 

idfld all refpeA and chtfi^s^iajd. 

They're to* thek'«nineift feats conrey VL 

^w, if you'll neenture, for my fake, Sal 

To try the toitghoefs of your back. 

And fuffer (as the tckhatc done) 

The layiiig^of a whipping on ; 

(And may you proj^rit your ftity 

As yon with equd virtue do*t)9 Z$o 

I here engage royfelf to loole ye. 

And free your faeels from caperdewiie. 

Sat (iDce our f ex's mbdeliy 

Will not allow I fhould be by. 

Bring me, ,ea oath, a fair account, tjlg 

And honbnrtoo, when you hare done*t ; 

And rJl adoutyou to the place 

You claim as due ta 'my good ^race. 

If matrimony and hanging go 

By deft'ny, why not whipping too ? 840 

What med*^ne die can cure the £tt 

Of lovers, when th^y lofe their wits ? 
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Lov^ b a hoy by poeu firyP-d, 

Then fpare the rod. Mid fpoil the child. 

A Perfian emperor whtpp'd hit grainaam S4{ 
The fea, his mother Venus came -on ; 
Aad heoce fonac rev'reodmen approve. 
Of rofemary ia making lore. 
As fkilful coopers hoop their tubs , 
"With Lydian and with Phrygian dobs ; Sf* 
Why may not whipping bare as good : . 
A grace, perform'd in- time and mood. 
With comely movements, and by art, 
Raife pailion in a lady(*4 heart ? 
It is an eafier way to make . tsi 

Lore by, than that which many take. - 
Who wouldrnot rather fuffcr whipping. 
Than fwallow toafb of bits of ribbin ? 
Make wicked rerfes, treau and faces. 
And fpell names over with be;af -glaiTes i Z6o 
Be under vows to haog.and die 
Love 's fact ifice^ . and all a lie ? 
With china-oranges and tarts. 
And whining plays lay baits for hearts i 
Bribe chambermaids with love and money, Z6S 
To break no rogulih jeils upon ye ? 
For lilies limoVl on cheeks, and nifes. 
With painted perfumes, hazard nofes? 
Or veotVing to be bri/kand wanton, •. -f 
Do penance in a piper lanthorn ? •670 

All this you may compound for now. 
By fuffering what 1 offer you : 
Which is oe more than has been donti 
By koiglus for ladies long agone: . 
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Did DOt the great La Mancba do fo tjs 

For the Infanta Del Tobofrt 

Did not th* iHuftrious Bafla make 

Himfelf a flave for Miifa's ikke I 

And with bull's pizzle, for her love. 

Was tawn*d as gentle as a glow ? tto 

Was not yoong Flon'o (iet to cool 

His £ame for Biancafiore) to fcbool. 

Where pedant made his pathic bam 

Tot her fake faffer martyrdom ? 

Did not u ceitain lady whip SSi 

Of late her hafband's own lordlhip ? 

And tho* a grandee of the hopfe* 

Claw'd him with fundamental blows; 

TyM him ftark- naked to a bed-poft. 

And firk'd his liide, as if (k* had rid poft ; 89* 

And after in the ie/Eons- courts 

Where whipping's jadg'd, had honour for't? 

This fwear you will perform, and then 

i*ll fet you from th' inchanted deo. 

And the Magician's circle, clear. 9^g 

Quoth he, I do profefs and fwear. 
And will perform what you injoin. 
Or ra':7 I never fee you mine. 

^MiM, quoth (he, then turn M about. 
And bid her (quire let him out. 90^ 

But ere an artift could be found 
T' undo the charms another bound. 
The fun grew low, and left the ikies. 
Put down, fome write, by ladies' tyet; 
The moon pull'd off her Teil of light, 905 

That hides hsr face by day from fight, 

t o 
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(MyfterioQs ftil, of brightoefi ffl^» 

That's both her loftVe and her (hade). 

And in the lanthorn of the tiigfht. 

With fliining horn) hting om her R^t ; * 910 

For darkneft is the prbpef fpherc, 

tVhcrc all falfe glories ufe t* appear. 

The twinkling ftars began to fif^afh^r, 

And glitter with theft borrow 'd luftr^ ; 

While flccp the wearyM tsrbrld reliev'd, 91;. 

By counterfeiting death feviv*d. 

His whipping penance till the m6rn. 

Oar TOt*ry tltonght it befi t' adSourn, 

And not to carry Oh & work 

Of fuch importance it) the dark* fio 

With erring hafte, but radier ftay, . 

And do 't io th * open face of day ; 

And, in the mean tiine^ go in qaeH 

Of next retreat to take his reft. 
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Tlie Knfght aod $q|ulre id hot diifVU 
Wilhin io ace of falling out, 
iUe parted wkh a Ibd^n fr^ht 
Of ftrangc aUrm, $nd Orftngcr fic^t ; 
V^iih wMch aclventurioff (o fHckky 
They're fcnt away in hAj pickU. 

ynp I S ftraoge how Tome men's tempers iu)t» 

*' (Like bawd and brandy] with' drfpate. 
That for their own opinions &ind'faft 
OoJy to have them daw'd and canvaft; 
That keep their cpnfcienoes io cafes, 5 

As fiddlers do their crowds and baies ; 
Ne'er to be ps'd but when they're bent 
To play a fit for argument : 
Make tme and falie, unjoft, and jaf!:. 
Of no nfe bat to be difcad ; io 

Difpute and fet a paradox. 
Like a ftrait boot upon the ftocks. 
And ftretch it more unmercifally. 
Than Helmont, Moataign, White or LoUy. 
So th' aodent Stoics in their porch, xj 

With fierce difpute maintain'd their church. 
Beat oat their bruos in fight and (Indy, 
To proTC that f irtue is a body ; 

O 2 


i6o KUDIBRAS PartIL 

That htjum is an animal, 

M'ddts good with ftout polemic brawl : ^ ao 

In which fome hundreds on the place 

AVere ilaio outright, and many a face 

Retrench *d of noile, and eyes, and beard, , 

To maintain what their feSt ayerr'd. 

All which the Kmght and Squire in wrath %s 

Had like t* hare fuffer*d for their &itha 

Kach ftrirmg to make good his own. 

As by the fequ&l (hall be (hown. 

The fun had long fince, in the lap 
Of Thetis, taken out his nap. f o 

And like a lobfter boird, the morn. 
From black to red began to turn ; 
When Hudibias,.whom thoughts and aking, 
'Twixt deeping kept all night, and waking, , 
Began to rub his drowfy eyes, 55 

And fro.tl his couch prepared to ri(e, 
Kcfolving to difpatch the deed 
He vow'd to do with trufty fpeed. 
But firft, with knocking loud, and bawling. 
He rous'd the Squire, in truckle lolling : 40 
And, after many circumftances. 
Which vulgar authors in romances 
Do ufe to fpend their time and wits 00* 
To make impertinent defcription, 
Thcj got, with much ado, to horfe 45 

And to the caflle bent their courfe, 
la which he to the dame before 
To fuffer wliipping duly fworc : 
Where now arriv'd, and half unharneft. 
To carry on the work in earncfl, 5* 
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He flopped, and paus'd upon the fudden. 
And with a ferious forehead plodding. 
Sprung a new fcruple in his htad» - 
Which firft he fcratch'd, and after laid f 

Whether it be dire^ ii^riagtng . SS 

An oath, if I flioold wave this fwinging. 
And what IVe fworn to bear, forbear. 
And Co b* equivocation fwear : 
Or whether 't be a lefier fin 
To be forfwom, than adl the thing. ^ 

Are deep and Xubtle points, which nrafi, . 
T* inform my confcience, be difcoft ; 
Iti which to err a tittle, may 
To errors infinite make wtj: 
And therefore I delire to know ^ 

Thy judgment, ere we further go* 

Qgoth Ralpho, Since you do injoia *t, 
lAall enlarge upon the point ; 
And for my own part, do not doubt ' 
Th' affirmative may be made out. jq 

But firft, to itate the ca£e aright. 
For beft advantage of our light ; 
Afld thus 'tis, Whether't be a (hi 
To claw and carry your own ddvp 
Greater, or le6, than to forbear, jg 

And that yea are forfworn, foifwear. ^ 

But firft 0* th' firft : the inward maa» 
Afyi outward like a clan and clan. 
Have always been at daggers-drawiogj . 
And one another clapper-clawing : to% 

Not that they realLy cuff,, or fencci 
Bat in a i^itoil myitic (enfe i 
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"Wbich to mlftake, and make *em tquabble» 

].i licerAl fray^s abominable : 

' Xis Heatbeniih, m frequent ufe ts 

^^'tth Ptgans, and apodate Jiws, 

To offer facriike of Bridcwelb, 

Like modern Indians to their idols : 

And mungrei Chriftians of our times. 

That expiate Icfs with greater crimes, 90 

And call the foul abonsinatlon 

Contrition, smd Hiortiiicauon. 

Is*t not enoQgh weVe bruis'd and kicked, 

\Vith finful members of the wicked ; 

Our vzffds, that are fandtlfy'd, fj 

Profan'd and curry Vi back and fide;- 

Bbt we muft clas^< ourfelves with fhamefal 

And Heathen ftripes« by their example ? 

Which (were there nothing to forbid it) 

Is impious, becaufe they (tid it ; lit 

This therefore may be ji^ftly reckoned 

A heinous fin, N^w to the fecond, 

That faints may claim a 4ifpenfatioti 

To fwear and forfwear, on occafion, 

] doubt not but it will appear 105 

With prc;gnant Ijght. The point is clear. - 

Oaths are but words, and words^but wind^ 

T09 feeble implements to bind ;• ' 

And hold with deeds proportion, fo 

Aci fhadows to a fubftance dok xzo 

Then when they ftrive for pUce, *tisfit- 

Irhe weaker veflel fhould fubmtt : 

Altho* your church be oppofite • 

To ours^ as Black Friars are to Whitc^ 
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Id rule and order ^ yet I grant its 

You are a reformado faint ; - 

Aod what the faints do chim as due,* 

You may pretend a title to : 

But faints,, whom oaths and tows oblige. 

Know little of their privilege; xa# 

Farther^ I mean, than carrying on 

Some felf-ad(^ntage of their own : 

Jor if the dev'l, to fervt his turn. 

Can tell truth/ why the faints (hould icorn, 

When it ferves theirs, to fwear and lie, jtj 

I think there's little reafon why : 

Elfe h* has a greater powV than they, 

!Which 'twere impiety to fay. 

W* are not commanded to forbear 

Indefnitely at all to fwear; X30 

But to fwear idly, and in rain. 

Without felf-intereftor gain : 

For breaking of an oath and lying. 

Is but a kind of felf'denying, 

A faint-like virtue, and from Hence - 13$ 

Some have broke oath» by providence : 

Some, to the glory of the Lord, 

Fexjur'd theroieWes, and broke their word : 

And this the conftant rule and praAice 

Of all our late apoftks a^s is. %4% 

Was not the Caufe at firft begim> 

With perjury, and carried on ? 

Was there an oath the godly took, 

But in due time and place they broke ^ 

Did we not bring our oaths in firft,. 145 

Before omv plate^ to ha?e themburil^ 
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And caft in fitter m&dth, for 
The prefent ofe of chofdi aad ^r«r i 
Did not our Wonbietvf tbe Houfe, 
Before they broke the pence, break yows ? xjD 
For hamg treed os, &rft, from faodi 
TV allegiance and fapremacy inth» 
Did they not, nesct compel the natioA 
To take and break the proteftadim.^ 
To fwear, and after to recant STS 

The fokmn lei^;ae and^aTenaBti 
To take th* ef^gement, and difdatm it» 
Enforced by thofe who fiift did frnme it i" 
Did they not fwear at firft to fight j 

For the King's fafety, end bi» right ; t^ ' 

And after march *d to ftad Anm o«t» . 
And charged him homewlah horJc nod foot;. 
Bat yet ftUl had the confidence 
To fwear it ww in hn defeoce? 
Did they not fwear to Im and £e 3H 

With Eflcx, and ftcaight hod himrby ? 
If that were aB* iov fbme have ^vote 
As falfe as they, if tk* did no-moie. 
Did they not fwear to siaintato law, . 
hi whidi that fwearing nnde a fiawi !}• 

For Prote&nt rdigton tow. 
That did that vowing difidiow i 
-For privilege of Pariiajnentt 
In which that fweariog made a rent? 
And fmcc, of all the three. BOtt»e ifl 

la left in being, Ha welLtoawm 
Didfthey not fwear in expreft wordi, 
' To prop and back the Uonfc of Locdt 2 
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And after turned out the ^hole houfe-full 

Of Peers, as dangerous and anafeful ^ x8o 

So Cromwell > with deep oaths and tows, 

Swore all the Commons oat o' th' Houfe ; 

Vow^d that the redcoats woald difband. 

Ay, marry "would they, at their command ^ 

And troU'd them on, and fwore, and fwore, X85 

TilJ th' army turn'd them out of door. 

This tells us plainly what they thought, * 

That oaths and fwearing go for nought. 

And that by them th* were only meant 

To fcrve for an expedient. x^O 

What was the public faith found out for. 

But to flur men of what they fought for ? 

The public faith, which er'ry one 

Is bound t'obferve, yet kept by none ; 

And if that go for nothing,* why xyj 

Should private faith hare fuch a tie ? 

Oaths wece not purpos'd, more than law, 

To keep the good and juft in awe ; 

But to confine the bad and finful. 

Like moral catrle ia a pinfold. ^(oo 

A faint's 0' th' heavenly realm a peer : 

And as no peer is bound to fwear 

But on the gofpel of his honour; 

Of which he may difpofej as owner; 

It follows, tho* the thing be forgery, aoj 

And falfe, th' affirm it is no perjury, 

But a mere ceremony and a breach 

X)f nothing, but a form of fpecch ; 

And goes for no niore when 'tis took. 

Than mere fJuting of the book* »x» 


IM HUPfVUAS. Put II. 

Soppoft the Scrifxorei are q£ force. 
They Ye ba| coai«iiS#iM of e^orfe. 
And fainti have fffoedooi to dtgrtft. 
And ?|ry from them at liief piede. 
Or mifinterptet them by private %ts 

iDftm^m* CO all aima ikey drive tt« 
Tbeo why flioold wa oorftlvva ahridgr» 
And cartaH our owo piiviSf 8e ? 
Qaakert (that, like to botborot* bear 
Their light witbip thorn) will opt fwoar ; a^o 
Their gorpel ia aa accidofiast 
£y which they conftroe confiaaocc* 
And hoU fu> 6a £0 deeply redi 
As that of breaking Priidao's head ; 
(The head and founder of d>egr order, a^ 

That ftirriiig hats held worie thanmorder). 
Thefe thinkiog th' are oblig'd to troth 
In fwearixig^ wiU not take an oaih : 
Like males, who, if th' have not their will 
To keep their own pace, ftaod ftock-ftill; ajo 
But they are weak, and lit(ie know 
What free-born coniciences may do.* 
Tis the temptation of the deril. 
That makes all hum^^i adUooi evil : 
For faints may da the fame things by zts 

The fplrit, .in (ioccrlty, 
Whieh other menar^ tempted to^ 
And at the devil's infiaoce do ; 
And yet the anions be contrary, 
Juil as the faints and wicked vary^ 940 

For as on land there is no bealt, 
' ^ in ^mt flfh at iea's e^cpccft; 


^antal. ft tJ f> t 6 R A 8. i61 

So in the wicked there's no tke, 

df Which the faints htTe not a {Jpiee ; 

And yet that thing that'i pioos ia %4S 

The one, in t* other is a fin. ' 

Is't not ridicaloti9 and noofenfe, 

A ikint fhOttId be a flare ta confd^nce f 

That ought to be above fnch fancies 

As far as above Ordinances^ %sP 

She's of the wicked, as I gdefs 

B* her looks^her language, and herdrefs : 

And tho\ Kke conftables, we fearch 

For falfe wares one another's church; 

Yet all of us hold this for true, 95 j 

No faith is to the wicked due ; 

For truth is precioiis and divine. 

Too rich a ^sarl for carnal fwine. 

Quoth Hudibras> AH this is true. 
Yet 'tis not £t that all men kirow %6p 

Thofe myderies and reveladods ; 
And therefore toiptcal evaions 
Of fubtil turns and fdtfts of felife. 
Serve befl: with th* wicked for pretence, 
Such as the leaftied Jefiiits ufe, iij^ 

And Prefbyteriftfis, for excufe 
Againft the Proteftauts, when th' happen 
To find their churches taken napping : 
As thus: A breach of oath is duple. 
And either way admits a icrnple. ^70 

And many be, fx parte of themaker^ 
More criminal thans ch' injured takof^ 
Tot he that ftrains too far a vow, 
Will break it, like an o'er-bent bow: 
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And he that made and forced It| broke it ; 

Not he that for conveaience took it ; %jS 

A broken oath is, quatetm oath. 

At found t' all parpofes of troth. 

As broken laws are ne'er the worle. 

Nay, tiil th* are broken, haye no force. aS* 

What's juftige to a man, or laws. 

That never comes within their claws? 

They have no pow*r but to admoniih^ 

Cannot controul, coerce, or punifh. 

Until they're broken, and then touch a^j 

Thofe only that do make ihem fuch. 

Beiide, no engagement is allow 'd 

By men in prifon made, for good; 

for when they're fet at liberty, 

They're from th' engagement too (et free. 490 

The Rabbins write, when any Jew 

Did make to God or man a vow, 

Which afterwards he found untoward. 

And ftubborn to be. kept, or too hard. 

Any three other Jews o* th' nation 19c 

Might free him from the obligation : 

And have not two faints pow'r to u(e 

A greater privilege than three Jews ? 

The coprt of confcience, which in man 

Should be fupreme and fovereign, 300 

Is't fit fhould be fubordinate 

To ev'ry petty court i' th' ftate. 

And have lefs power than the leiTer, 

To deal with perjury at pleafure ? 

Have its proceedings difallowM, or 301 

Ailow'd, atfancy ofpy-powder? 
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Teil all it does, or does BOt know. 

For {wearing ex officio / 

Be forc'd t' impeach a broken hedge, 

And pigs unring*d at Vif. Fraac. Pledge ? 310 

Difcover thieves, and bawds, recnfaots, 

Prieils, witches, eves-droppers^ and nuifaace ; 

Tell who did play at games. aula wfuJ, 

And who £Jrd pots of ale but half full : 

Aod have no powV at all, nor ihift, 31 5 

To help itfelf at a dead lift ? 

Why (hould not confcience have vacation 

As well as other courts o* th* natipn^ 

Have equal power toadjourD^ 

Appoint appearance and return ; 320 

And make as nice diflindlion ferve. 

To fplit a cafe, as thofe that carve. 

Invoking cuckolds names, hit joints ? 

Why (hould not tricks as Oight do points ? 

Is not th ' high court of juflice fwora 3 2 j 

To judge that law that ferves; their turn ? 

Make their own jealoufies high treafon^ 

And fix 'em whomfoe'er they pleafe on ? 

Cannot the learned council there 

Make laws in any fhape appear ? 3^0 

Mould 'em as Witches do their clay, 

MTien they make pidures to deftiay ? 

And vex 'em into any form 

That fits their purpofe to do harm ? 

Rack 'era until they do confefs, 33^ 

Impeach of treafbn whom they pleafe. 

And moil perfidioufly condemn 

TJiofe that engag'd their lives for them ? 

t P 
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And yet do nothing in their own ieofe. 

But what they oa^t by oath and coofcienoe ? 

Can they not juggle, and with flight 341 

Conveyance play with wrong and right ; 

And fell their blifts of wind as dear 

As Lpiipland Witches bottled air? 

Will not fear, farour, bribe, and grudge, j^r 

The fame cafe fevVal ways adgadge ? 

As ieaman with the felf-fame gale. 

Will fevVal difPrent coorfes fail ; 

As when the fea breaks o'er its bounds. 

And overflows the level groands, jfo 

Thofe banks and damms that like a icreen 

Did keep it out, now keep it in i 

So when tyrannic ufurpation 

Invades the fnsedom of a nation, 

The laws o* th* land that were intended 2 55 

To keep it out, are made defend it. 

Does not in Chanc*ry ev'iy man fwear* 

What makes beft for him in his anfwer ? 

Is not the winding up witnefFes 

A nicking more than half the bas'nefs ? j6o 

For witnefFes, like watches, go 

Juft as they're fet, too faft or flow ; 

And where in confcience they're fbrait-lac *d, 

*Tis ten to one that Ode is cafl. 

Do not your juries give their verdi<ft, 365 

As if they felt the caufe, not heard it-^ 

And as they pleafe, make matter of fa^ 

Run all on one flde, as they are pack'd ? 

Nature has made man*s breafl bo windores. 

To publi/h what he does within doors; 370 
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Nor wh^ dark iecrets there inhabit, 

Unlefs his own ra(h folly blab it. 

If oaths can do a man no good 

In his own bus'nefs, why they fhoQ*d 

In other matters do him hurt, 37j 

I think there's little rcafon foi'r. 

He that impofes an oath, makes it ; 

Not he that for convenience takes it; 

Then how can any map be faid 

To break an oath he never made ? sSo 

Thefe reafbns may perhaps look oddly 

To th' wicked, tho' th* evince the godly; 

But if they will not ferve to clear 

My honour, I amjDe'er the near. 

Honour is like the glalTy bubble, 385 

That Bnds philofophers fuch trouble, 

Whofe leaft part crack 'd, the whole does Aj, 

And wFts are crack *d to find out why. 

Quoth Ralpho, Honour's but a word 
To fwear by, on^y in a lord : 390 

In other men 'tis but a huff. 
To vapour with, inflead of proof; 
That like a wen, looks big and fwells^ 
Is fenfelefs, and juft nothing elfe. 

Let it, quoth he, be what it will, 395 

It has the world's opinion ftil). 
But as men are not wife that run 
The ilightefl hazard they may (hun;. 
There may a medium be found out 
To clear to all the world the doubt; 400 

And that is, if a man may do't, 
By pioxy wbipt, or fubilitute. 

Pa' 
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Though DTce and dark the point appear. 

Quoth Ralphoy it may hold up» and dear. 

That (ionera may ibpply the place 405 

Of fuff'ring faiots, is a plain caie. 

JfuiHce gives fentcnce many times 

Oo one man for another's crimes. 

Our brethren of New- England ale 

Choice malefaftors to excnie* 4x0 

And hang the guiltlefs in their ftead» 

Of whom the churches have lefs need; 

As lately *t happen'd. In a town 

There Uv'd a cobler, and but one» 

That oat of dodrbe coufd cot aiev 415 

And mend mens lives as well as (hoes. 

This precious brother having (Iain, 

In times of peace, an Indian, 

(Not out of mafice, but mere zeaU 

Bscaufe he was an infidel), 4to 

The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our ciders an envoy; 
Clomplaining fqrely of the breach 
Of league held forth by brother Patcli, 

Againd the articles in force 4i5 

Between both, churches, his and otm, 

For whidi he crav'd the faints to reader 

Into his hands or hang th*^ offender : 

But they maturely having weigh 'd 

They had no more but him o^ th'^trade, 4^0 

(A man that ferved them in a double 

Capacity, to teach and coble), 

Refolv'd to fpare him ; yet to do 

The Indian, Hoghgan Moghgan too 
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rmpartiai juflicei in his (lead did 435 

Hang an old weaker that was bed- rid. 

Then wherefore may you not be fkipp*d, 

And in your room another whipp'd ? 

For all philofophers, but the fceptic, 

Hold whipping may be fympathctic. 440 

It IS enough, quoth Hudibras, 
Thou haft refoJv'd and clear 'd the calc; 
And canft in confcience not refufe 
From thy own do^ine, to raifc ufe: 
1 know thou wilt not, for my fake, 445 

Be tender-confciencM of thy back : 
Then ftrip thee of thy carnal jerkin, 
• -And give thy outward-felbw a ferkin ; 
For when thy vefFel is new hoop'd 
All leaks of finning will be ftopp'd. 450 

Q»;oth Ralpho, You miftake the matter : 
For in all fcruples of this nature. 
No man includes iiimfelf, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns.. 
As no man of his own felf catches 45$i 

The itch, or amorous French aches ;. 
So no man does himfelf convince. 
By his own doftrine, of his fins : 
And tho' all cry down felf, none means 
His own-fclf in a lii'ral fenfe : 4^ 

Befide, it is not only foppi/h, 
But vile, idolatrous, and Popi/h, 
For one man, out of his own fkin. 
To ferk and whip another's fin ; 
As pedants out of fchool-boy's* breeches 465 
Do claw and carry their own itches. 

P3 
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But in this cafe it is profane^ 

And flnful too, becaufe in Tain : 

For we mud take our oaths upon it. 

Vcu did the deed* when I have dooe it. 470 

Quoth Hudibrasy That*s aofwer'd foon : 
Give us the whip, we'll lay it on. 

Quoth Ralpho, That we may fwear trae«. 
'Twere proper that I whipped yea : 
For when with your conient 'tis done 475: 

The afl is really your own. 

Qgoth HudibiaSy It is in vain, 
I fee, to argue 'gaitfft the grain ; 
Or like the ftars incline men. to 
What thcyJre avcrie thenifelves to do ; 4S0 

Fot when difputes are weary 'd out^ 
'Tis JntVefl ftill refblves the doubt: 
But (Ince no reafoa can confute ye^ 
ril try to force yc to your duty ;. 
For fo it' is, however you mince it,. 4$^ 

As ere we part we fhaJl evince it ;. 
AqcI .curry, if you (land out, whethei^ 
You will or nQ„ your ilubborn leather. 
Can'ft thou cefufe to bear thy part 
I* th* public Work, haib as thou art? 490 

To higgle ihuv for a few blows,, 
To.gain thy Knight an op*lent fpoufef. 
Whofe wealth his bowels yearn to purchafe. 
Merely for ih' inter^ft of the churches ? 
And when he has^ it in his claws, 495 

Will not be hide-bound to the caufe;. 
Nqf 0ialt thou find him a curmudgin. 
If thou difpatch it without, grudging^v 
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If not, rcfoWe before we go, 

That you and I muft puU a crow* 500 

Y' had bed, quoth Ralph o, as the Ancients 
Say wifely, Have a care o' th' main chance,. 
And look before yoo ere you leap; 
For as you fow, y ' are like to reap : 
And were y' as good as George a Green, 505 
I fhall make bold to tors- ageo-; 
Nor am I doubtful of the iflee 
laa juft quarrel, and mine is fb^ 
Is't fitting for a man of honour 
To whip the faints,. like Bi(hop Bonner ? jx^^ 
A Knight t' ufurp the beadle's office, • 
For which y' are like to raife brave trophies : 
But I advife you not for fear. 
But for your own fake, to forbear ; 
And for the Churches, which may chance ^5 
From hence to fpring a variance y 
And raife among themselves new fcruples. 
Whom common danger hardly couples. 
Remember how in arms and politics. 
We (till hsLVJt worfted all your holy tricks ; 5:^10 
Trepann'd your party with intrigue. 
And took your grandees down a peg ; 
New-modeird th' army, and cafhier'd. 
All that to legion Smec adher'd y 
Made a mere uteniil o' your church, 515 

And after left it inthe lurch,. 
A fca£Fold to build up our own,. 
Ami when w' had done with't, pulFd it down^ 
Capoch*d your rabbins of the fynod. 
And {joapt their canons with a why-oot. SV> 
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(Grarc iynod-mcn that were rever'd 

For folid face and depth of beard). 

Their claffic model prov'd a maggoty 

Thci r dire^ory an Indiao pagod ; 5 35^ 

And drown 'd their difcipline like a kitten. 

On which th* had been fo long a fitting; 

Decry'd it a»a holy cheat 

Grpwn oat oT date and obfo^ete. 

And all the faints of the firft gra&» 

As caftling foals of Bala'm^s afs. s^m 

At this the Knight grew high 10 diafe. 
And ftariog farionfTy on Ralph , 
He trembled, and look'd pak with ire,, 
Like alhes ffrft, then red as fire. 
Haye I, quoth he^ been ta^en in fight, SAS 

And for fo many moons laid by't ? 
And when al! other means did fail. 
Have been exchanged for tubs of ale ? 
Not but they thought me worth a ranfom 
'Much more conGd'rable and hatidlbm, SS^ 

But for their own fakes, and for fear 
They were not fafe when I was there ;: 
Now to be baffled by a fcoandrel. 
An upftart fedb'ry, and a mungrel ; 
Such as breed out of peccant humours, SS5^ 

Of our own Church, like wens, or tumours, 
And Uke a maggot in a fore. 
Would tliat which gave it life devour i 
It never (hall be done or faid. 
With that he feiz'd upon his blade f 5^ 

AnA Ralpho too as quick and bold, 
V|poa his ba(ket-hih laid hold. 
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M^ith equal readinefs prcpar'd 

To dtaw and (Und upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the fudden, 565 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one, 

As if all forts ofnoife had been 

Comradled into one loud din, 

Or that fonie member to be chofen. 

Had got the odds above a thoufand, 570 

And by the greatnefs of his noife, 

Prov'd fitted for his country's choice. . 

This ftrange furprifal put the Knight 

And wrathful Squire into a fright ; 

And tho' they flood prepared, with fatal S7S 

Impetuous rancour, to join battle, 

Both thought it was th^ wifeft courfe 

To wave the fight, and mount to horfe; 

And to fecure, by fwift retreating, 

Themfelves from danger of worfe beating : 58b 

Yet neither of them would difparage. 

By utt'ring of his mind, his courage ; 

Which made *em ftoutly keep their ground. 

With honor and difdain wind-bound* 

And now the caufe of all their fear 585 

By flow degrees approached fo near, 
They might diflinguifh difiPient noife 
Of horns, and pans, and dogs, and boys, 
And kettle-drams, whofe fuUen dub 
Sounds like the hooping of a tub. 590 

But when the fight appear'd in view. 
They found it was an antique fhew: 
A triumph, that for pomp and flate. 
Did prottdeft Romans emulate : 
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For as the aldermen of Rome, ^fj 

Their foes at training overcome. 

And not eolaiging territory, 

(As fome miftaken write in ftory). 

Being mounted in their beft array, 

Upon a car, and who but they ^ 6co 

And follow 'd .with a wot Id of tall lads, 

That merry ditties troll *d, and ballads. 

Did ride with many a good morrow. 

Crying, Hf^fir our towu, thro* the borrow ; 

So when this triumph drew fo nigh, 60s 

They mig^t partiaikrs dcfcry. 

They never faw two things fo pat, 

In all refpedls as this and that. 

Firft, he that led the cavalcate* 

Wore a fow-gelders flagellate, 610 

On which he blew as ftrong a levet. 

As well-fee'd lawyer on his breviate ; 

When over one another's heads 

They charge, three ranks at once, like Swedes. 

Next pans, and kettles of all keys, 615 

From trebles down to double bafe ; 

And after them, upon a nag. 

That might pafs for a forehand flag, 

A cornet rode, and on his Haff 

A fmock difplayed did proudly wave; 6so» 

Then bagpipes of the loudeft- drones, 

With fhuffling broken winded tones, 

Whofe blrifts of «ir, in pockets (hat, 

Sound filthier than* from the gut. 

And make a viler noife than fwine, ^Ji 

In windy weather, when thejj whioe. 
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Next/ one npOD a pair of panniers. 

Full fraught with that which, fm good manners. 

Shall here be namelefs, mtx*d with grains, 

'^Vhich he di(pens*d among the fwains, 630 

And bufiiy upon the crowd 

At random round about beftowV). 

Then mounted on a homed horfe. 

One bore a gaunt kt and gilt ipurs, 

Ty'd to the pummel of a long fword 635 

He held revers'd, the point turn*d downward: 

Next after, on a raw-bon'd fteed 

The conqu'ror's flandard- bearer rid. 

And bore aloft before the champion 

A petticoat difplayM and rampant ; 640 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 

Beftrid her beaft, and on the rump on't 

Sat face to tajl, and bum tfi bum. 

The warrior whilom overcome ; 

Arm'd with » fpindle and a fla£F, 645 

"Which as he rode, Ihe made him twiQf off: 

And when he loiter'd, o*er her (houlder 

Chaftis'd the reformado foldter. 

Before the dame, and round about, 

March 'd whiiBers, and ftaffiers on foot, 6$o 

With lackies, grooms, valets, and pages, 

Iii fit and proper equipages ; 

Of whom fome torches bore, fome links. 

Before the proud virago- minx. 

That was both Madam and a Den, 6^5 

Like Nero's Sporus, or Pope Joan ; 

And at (it periods the whole lout 

Set up their throats with dam'rous (hout. 
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The Knight tranfpojted, and the Sqnre, 

Pat up their weapons and their ire ; 660 

And Hudibras, who us'd to ponder 

On fuch fights with judicious wonder. 

Could hold np longer to impart 

Hii an'madverfions for his heart. 

Quoth he, In all my life till now 6$5 

I ne'er faw fo profane a (how. 
It is a Pagahiih invention, 
Which Heathen writers often mention ; 

And he who made it, had read Godwin, 

Or Rofs. or Caclius Rodigine, ^7^ 

With all the Grecian Speeds and Stows, 

That beft defcribe thofe ancient (hows; 

And has obferv*d all fit dccorrfUs 

We find defcrib'd by old hiftorians: 

For as the Roman conqueror ^^75 

That put an end to foreign war, 

Eot'fing the town in triumph for it. 

Bore a flave with him in his chariot ; 

So this infulting female brave 

Carries behind her here a flave ; ^^ 

And as the Ancients long ago. 

When they in fi§ld d^:fy*d the foe, 

Hung out their mantles del^a guerre : 

So her proud ftandard-bearer here 

Waves on his fpear, in dreadful manner, 685 

A Tyrian petticoat for a banner. 

Nfext links, and torches, heretofore 

Stiil borne before the Emperor 

And as, in antic triumph, eggs 

Were borne for royftical intrigues:; 6^ 
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Theie's one in trnathe(Bi». like a laddie^ 
Thai carries eggs coo, freih or addle ; 
AoA fbll at random as he goes. 
Among the ralxble-rottt beftows. 

Qaoth Ralpho, You miftake the matter ; 695 
For all th' antiquity you finatter. 
Is but a riding, us'd of courfe, 
"When the grey mare^s the better bovfe; 
When o'er the breeches greedy women 
Fight, to extend their vaft doititiMon ; 709 

And in the cauie impatient Grizel. 
Has drubb*d her hu(b»nd with b«n*8 pixzle. 
Add brought him under coveft-baroo. 
To turn her vaflkl with' a murrain ; 
When wires their fexes (hift, tflce hares, 705 
And ride their hufi>and like nighc-inares* 
And they in mortal battle vai^piiih'd. 
Arc of their charter chfiofFanchisU, 
And by their right of war, like gilis. 
Condemn 'd to difbaff, home, and wheels^ 71* 
For when men by their wires are cow'd. 
Their horns of courfe are underftood. 

Quoth HudibraS) Thoa ftill giY'ft fenteuce 
Impertinently, and againft (enie. 
'Tis not the Jeaft difparagement, jti 

To be defeated by th* ereiit. 
Nor to be beaten by main force 
That does not make a man the worfe» 
Altho' his (houlders with battoon 
Be claw'd and cudgelPd to fome tune ; 7^0 

A tailor's 'prentice has no hard 
Meafure, thatV bang'd with a true yard : 
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But to turn tail, or ran away. 

And without blows giTe up the day; 

Or to furrender ere th' afiknit, 715 

That's no man's fortune, but his faolt; 

Abd rendets men of honour lefs 

Then all th' adverfity of fuccefs : 

And only unto fuch this fhew 

Of horns and petticoats is due. 730 

There is a le^er profanation, 

Like that the Romans call*d ovat] on: 

For as ovation was allowed 

For conquefl purchased without blood ; 

So rotn decree thofe le^Ter. Hiows, 755 

For viA'ry gotten without blows. 

By dint of (harp hard words, which fome 

Give battle with, and overcome ; 

Thefe mounted to a chair*curuJe, 

AVhich moderns call a cuckling ftool, 749. 

March proudly to the river's fide. 

And o'er th* waves in triumph ride; 

Like dukes of Venice, who are faid 

The Adriatic fea to wed ; 

And have a gentlerwife than thofe 745 

For whom the ftate decrees thofe fhows. 

But both are Heatheniih, and come 

From th' whores of Babylon and Rome ; 

And by the faints (hpuld be withdood, 

As antichriftian and lewd ; 759 

And we, as fuch, (hould now contribute 

Our utmoil flruggliogs -to prohibit. 

This laid they both advanced, and rode 
A dog-trot through the bawling croud. 
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T' attack the leader, and ftill preft, 755 

Till ihcy approach'd him breaft to brcall. 

Then Hodibras, with face and hand, 

Made figns for filence ; which obtain *d, 

What means, qooth he, this devTs proceifion 

With men of orthodox profeffioD? 760 

^is ethnic and idolatrous, 

From Heathenifm deriv'd to as. 

Does not the whore of Babylon ride 

Upon her horned beaft afhide; 

Like this prond dame, who either is 765 

A type of her, or (he of this ? 

Are things of fuperilitioQS fuhdion 

Fit to be QS*d 10 gofpel fan-(hine : 

It is an anttchrifKan opera 

Much us*d in midoight-times of Popery; 770 

Of running after, felf-intentions 

Of wicked and profane intentions: 

To fcandaH^e that fex for fcolding, ^ 

To whom the faints are fo beholding. 

Women, who were our firft apoflles, 775 

W^ithout whofe aid w* had all been loft elfe ; 

Women, that left no ftone unturo'd 

in which the Caufe might be concern *d. 

Brought in their children's fpoons aiKl whifUes^ 

To purchafe ^ords, carbines, and piflols; 789 

Their hufband's cullies, and fweet-hearts, 

To take the faints and Churches' parts; 

Drewfeveral gifted Brethren in, 

That for the bifhops wonld have been. 

And fix*d 'em cooilant to the party, 785 

"With motives powerful and hearty : 
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Tbeir huiband*s robb*d9 and made hard flufcs 

T' admmifUr onto theic gifts 

All they coudd rap, and ren4> ^od pilfer« 

To fcraps and ends cf gpld and Slw ; 790 

Rubb 'd down the teachers, tk *d and fpent 

With holding forth for parliameiH ; 

Pamper 'd and edify'd their zeid 

With marrow-puddings many a meal : 

Knabled them, with ftore<»f meat* 7^5 

On controverted points to eat ; 

And crammed 'em> tUI their gatt didake* 

With cawdle, cuftard and plora-cake* 

What have they done, or what left uodooe. 

That might advaaoe thit Ca«(e at lioadoii ? 8o« 

MarchM rank and file, with dmm and enfigo, 

T* intrench the City fef defesce m ? 
Rais'd rampieis with tiheir oWo ibft hands. 

To put the enemy to ftaads i 

From ladies down to oyftec-weoches S05 

Laboured like proaiers in tre»ches» 

Fell to their pickaxes -and tools. 

And hdp^ the mea to dig like moles? 

Have not the handmaids of the City 

Ghofe of their members a cominittee, i x% 

For raifing of a comttion parfe 

Out of ^heir wages, to raife horief 

And do they not as triers Gi, 

To judge what oiicers are iit ? 

Have they ? At that an egglet Ay, til 

Hit him dirediy o'er the eye. 

And running down hrs cheek, befinear^ 

With orange-tawny flime hjsbeaird; 
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But beard and! flime being of one hew» 

The wound the lefs appear'd in view. S2« 

Then he that on the panniers rode, 

JLet fly on th' other iide a load ; 

And quickly charg'd again» gave fully 

In Ralpho's face another volley. 

The Knight was ftartled with the £nieil» S15 

And for his fword began to feel : 

And Ralpho» fmother'd with the ftiok, 

Grafp'd his; when one that bore a link, 

O' th' fadden dapp'd his flaming cvdgeU 

Like linftock, to the horfe^s touch-hole; 830 

And firaigh^anothe^, with his flambeaux. 

Gave Ralpho o'er the eyes a damn'd blow. 

The beaflis began to kick and fling, 

And forc'd the rout to make a ring ; 

Thro* which they quickly broke their way, 

And brought them oflF from further fray. S3 6 : 

And tho' diforder'd in retreat. 

Each of them ftoutly kept his feat: 

For quitting both their fwords and reins, 

They grafp'd with all their ftrength the maaes ; 

And, to avoid the foe's purfuit, 841 : 

With fpurring put their cattle to't ; 

And till all four were out of wind, . 

And danger toa, ne'er look'di>ehind. 

After th' had paus'd a while, fupplying 845 

Their fpirits fpent with fight and flying, 

And Hudibras recruited force 

Of lungs for action or difcourie : 

Quoth he. That man b fure to loicj 
That fouls his hands with dirty foes* 8 jo 
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For where uq hoawr's to be gaiaV^ 

Tis thrown away io b'iog BMUOUmVL 

Twas ill for os we had t» do 

With fo difhooouf able a foe : 

For though the law of arms doth bar t$S 

The afe of veoom'd ihot in w*ar ; 

Yet by the naufeoos fmelU and notiboi. 

Thei^ cafe-fhot favours ftroofi of poifoa ; 

And doubtless has been chew*d with teeth 

Of fome tliat had a ftinkiog breath ; t6o 

£Iie when we |^t it to the pttfli» 

They had aot igiv'a us fuch a braih : 

But as thofe poltvooos that ffiog dirt» 

Do but defile, but CBUUiot hurt ; 

So all the honour they hare woo^ %6s 

Or we have loll, is Rsueh at one. 

^was welt we made fo rdbl«Me 

A brave retr^tt without purfoit s 

For if we had not, we had iped 

Much worfe, to be La tniuB^i led% <9Q 

That which the Aooieats.held no ftate; 

Of man's liUs laore unfortuosite. 

But if this bold adventure e'er 

Do chance to reach the widow *a ear» 

It may, being defHn'd to afTert tf$ 

Her fex*a hoaojsr reach her heart. 

And as fach homely treats they fay. 

Portend good fortune^ £6 this may. 

Vefpafian being daub'd with dirt. 

Was defHn'd to the emjare for't; ^to 

And from a Scavenger did come^ 

Xq bfi. a mighty prince in Ronte,;. 
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And why may not this foul addrefi 

Preiage in love the fame fuccefs i 

Then let i)s ftratight to ^leanfe oar woafldf> Zis- 

Advance in queft of neareft ponds ; 

And after, as we firft de4gn*d« 

Swear I've performed what fhe iiuoia'd* 
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CANTO THIRD; 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The Kntffht, wttib doubts poflcft. 

To win (DC Lady goes in qoeft 

Of Sidrophel the Rofycraciao, 

To know the Deft'ntei' refolution ; 

With whom being met« they bodi chop io^» 

About the fcience aftrologtc ; 

Till fallinff from difpute to fight. 

The Conjurer's worded by the Knight. 

DOUBTLESS the pleafure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat ; 
As lookers-on feel moft delight. 
That leaft perceive a juggler's flight; 
And (Bii the lefi they underftaad, S 

The more th' admire his flight of hand. 

Some with a noife, and greafy light* 
Are foapt, as men catch larks by nighty. 
In{bar*d and hamper'd by the fool. 
As noofes by the legs catch fowl. so 

Some with a medicine and receipt, 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait; 
And tho* it be a two-foot troat, 
Tis with a fingle hair puU'd out. 

Odiers believe no yoice t* an organ 15 

So fweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown; 
Until with fubtii cobweb-cheats, 
Th' are catcb'd in knotted law, like nets ; 
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In which y when once thef arc imham^^eA, 
The more they fttr, the more liii^fle uc^kd; 
And while their {mr£;f cao diij^nae^ M 

There's no end of th' inuoorui fijiii. 

Others dill gnpe t' aofidpatc 
The cablnet-defigni of Face ; 
Apply to wizzardf , to foftSu, 0f 

What (hall, and what ikali Aerer be 
And as thoie rtiJtar^ do forebode^ 
Believe events prov« bad or ;(oodL 
A flam more fenkleis than tbe rogVy 
Of old arofpicy or aug'ry^ ^ 

That out of garbages of cattle 
Fr efag'd th' events of truc^ or battle; 
From flight of birds* or chi^keos peclufl^g^ 
Saccefs of great'it attenpts would i^eckoo; 
Tho' cheats yet more iflcemgftble> |^ 

Than thoie that with the &»» do irtbble* 
This Hodibras byproof (ouod true, . 
As in dae time and ^lace wt'li ihew; 
For he w ith beard aad &ct Aude clcaa^ 
B'iog ffloanted oo his ftecd ageo; 4P 

(And Ralpbo gtt a cock hos^ too 
Upoohb beaft, wtth mach ado]> 
Ad vane 'd on for the vidow^s houliv 
T* acq jit himfHC and pay his vows ; 
Whe0 various thoughts be^an to bt^dle, 41 
And with his imirard man to juiUe. 
He tfaoQght what danger might accrue^ 
If flie flH>n^d fifid he firore ootrue : 
Or if his Squire cr be ihftuld £aii« 
Aad not be pandoai ift tbejr tak ; io 
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It might at once the rmn prove 

Both of his hooour, faith and love. 

But if he (hbald forbear-to go. 

She roipht conclude h' had broke his vow; 

And that he durft not cow for fhame ^5 

Appear in court, to try his claim. 

This was the pen* worth of his thought. 

To pafs time, and aneafy trot. 

Quoth he. In all my pail adventures, 
I ne'er was fet fo on the tenters ; 60 

Or taken tardy with dilemma, 
That every way I turn does hem me; 
And with inextricable doubt, 
Befets my puzzled wits about : 
For though the dame has been my ball, 65 

To free me from inch anted jail ; 
Yet as a dog, committed clofe 
For ibme offence, by chance breaks looie. 
And quits his clog; but all in vain. 
He ftill draws after him his chain : 70 

So though my ancle (he has quitted. 
My heart continues flill committed : 
And like a bail'd or main-priz'd lover, 
Altho' at large, I am bound over. 
And when I (hall appear in court, 7^ 

To plead my caufe, and anfwer for't, 
Unlefs the judge do partial prove. 
What will become of me and love ? 
For if in our account we vary. 
Or but in circumftance mifcarry ; 80 

Or if (he put me to ftri<*l proof. 
And make me pull my doublet offi 


CAIitoIir. H U D I B R A 8. i^t 

To flieW) by CTideot record 

"Writ on my flcio, iVe keep my word» 

How can I e'er expedl to have her, 85 

Having demorr'd nnto her favour ? 

But faith, and love, and liOBoar ]oft, 

Shall be teduc*d to a Knight o'the Poft ? 

Befide, the ftripptng may preveftt 

What I'm to prove by argument ; 90 

And jufti^ I have a tail. 

And that way .too my proof may fail. 

Oh ! that I could enndeate. 

And folve the problems of my fate ; 

Or £ad by necromantic art, 95 

How far the Deft'nies take my part 1 

For if I were not more than certain 

To win, and wear her, and her fortune, 

I'd go no farther in this courtfhip, * 

To hazard foul, eftate, and worihip ; ico- 

For tho' an oath obliges not. 

Where any thing is to be got# 

(As thou hail prov'd,) yet 'tis profane. 

And fioful, when men fwear in vain. 

Qi^oih Ralph, No far from hence doth dwell 
A cuiioing man, bight Sidrophel, ic6 

That deals in Deiliny*s dark counfels. 
And fage opinions of the moon fells ; 
To whom all people, far and near. 
On deep importances repair ; xio 

When brafs and pewter hap to ftray. 
And linen flinks out of the way: 
When geeie and pullen are feduc'd, 
Acd fows of fuckling pigs are choused; 
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When cattle feel indil^fitfony nj 

And need th* c^nion of phyfieian; 

When murrain reignt m hogs or (heepi 

And chickens Imguift of the pip ; 

When yeaft and ootwapd meoiw do fyH, 

And have no power to wonk on- ak ; mo 

When butter doet refafe to cxwie. 

And loves proves crois andbnmonrlbme'; 

To him with queftions, and with nrine^ 

They for difcovery flock» or cwingL 

Quoth KndibraSy This Sidrophel t%$ 

Vxc heard of^ and (hoald hfce it veU, 
If thou can'ft prove tb& faiois^ hath> freedom 
To go to forc'rers arisen ihey need 'eon. 

Says Ralpho, Thei>e^ na doubt of that ; . 
Thofe principles 1 quoted Jttte, 130 

Prove that the godiy may alledge 
For any thing their privilege ; 
And to the dVil himfelf may go. 
If they have motives thereunto. 
For as there is a war between 135 

The dev*l and them, it is no fin. 
If they by fubtOe ibratagem 
Make ufe of him, as he does them* 
Has not this^ prefent Parliament 
A ledger to the devil fent, 140 

Fully impower'd to treat about 
Finding revolted Witches out f 
And has not he, within a year, 
Hang*d thrcefcore of 'em in one fhirc ? 
Some only for not being drown 'd, 145 

And foms for fitting above ground. 
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"Whole days and nigbts, upon their biecches^ 

And feeling pain, were baog'd for witdies ; 

And fome for patting kaaviAi tridu 

Upon green geefe, and tutkey-chickiy Ij^ 

Or pigs that foddeoly deceas'd 

Of griefs uonat'ral, as he gufsd ; 

W3io after prov'd himfelf 4i witch^ 

And made a rod fot hift own breectiu 

Did not the devil appear to Maxtin mss 

Lather in Germany, for certain; 

And won >d have goUM him with a trick» 

Bnc Mart, was too too politic ? 

Did he not help the Dvtch to purge« 

At Antwerp, their cathedrsd church f S#0 

Sing catches to the faints at Maicon 

And tdl them all they came to aik him ? 

Appear in diters fliapes to Kelly, 

And (peak i' th' nun of London's belly. 

Meet with the Parliament's committee, 16$ 

At Woodftock on a pers*nal treaty t 

At Sanun take a cavalier 

I' th* Caufe's fervice prifoaer ? 

As Withers in immortal rhyme 

Has regifter*d to after-time, T70 

Do not our great reformers ufe 

This Sidrophel to forebode news; 

To write of vi^ories next year. 

And cafUes taken yet i ' th* air ? 

Of battles fought at fea, and (hips tj$ 

Sunk two years hence, the Jaft eclipfe? 

A total o'erthrow giv*n the King 

In ComwaU, horfe and foot, nezt fpring i 
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And has not be point blank foretold 

Wkats'eVr the clofe comaiitee would ? xSo 

Made Mars atid SAtum for the Cauie» 

The Moon for fundamental laws ; 

The Rara, the Bull, and Goat declare 

Againil the book of Commoo-pray > ? 

The Scorpion take the proteilation, xts 

And Bear engage for rcformatioo ; 

Made all the royal ftars recant. 

Compound and take the coTeoaot ? 

CJuoth Hudibras, The cafe is clear. 
The faints may 'mploy a conjurer ; x^ 

As thou haft proT*d it by their pradtice; 
No argument like matter of fi& is. 
And we are heft of all led to 
Mens principles, by what thsy do. 
Then let us ftraight advance ia queft Z95 

Of this profound gymnofophift ; 
Aad as the Fates and he advife, 
Purfue, or wave this enterprife. 

This faid, he turn'd about his fteed. 
And eftfoons on tli* adventure rid; zoo 

Where leave we him and Ralph a while. 
And to the conj'rer turn our ftyle. 
To let our reader underftand 
What's ufeful of him beforehand. 

He had been long tVards mathematics, %os 
Optics, philofophy, and ftatics, 
.^gic, horofcopy, aftrology, . 
And was old dog at phyfiology : 
But, as a dog that turns the fpit, 
^Beftirs hizpfelf, and plies his f^et ftzo 
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To dirob the wheel, but all in vain, 
His own weight brings him down again ; 
And ftill he*a in the felt- fame place 
AVheie at his fetttng oat he was : 
So in the circle of the arts a 15 

Did he advance his natVal parts ; 
Till falling back ftill, for retreat^ 
He fell to joggle, cant, and cheat: 
For as thofe fowls that live in water 
Are never wet, he did but fmatter ; s»0 

Whate*er he labour *d to appear. 
His underftanding ftiil was clear. 
Yet none a deeper knowledge boafled. 
Since old Hog Bacon and Bob Grofled. 
1h* intelligible world he knew, 2%$ 

*And ail men dream on*t, to be true: 
That in this world there's not a wait 
That has not there a counterpart ; 
For can there onihe face of ground 
An individual beard be found, ajo 

Thix has not, in a foreign nation, 
A fellow of the felf-fame fafliion ; 
So cut, fo coloured, and fo curPd, 
A^ fhofe are in th' inferior world ; 
H' had read Dee's prefaces before, ajj 

The devi and Euclid o*er and o'er ; 
And all th* intrigue 'twixt him and Kelly, 
Lefcus and th' Emperor, would tell ye : 
But with the moon .was more familiar 
Than e'er was almanack \*rell- wilier; ^43 

Her fecrgTs underftood fo clear. 
That fome believ'd he had been there; 

R a 
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Knew when fke was in fitteft Biood^ 

For catting corns o» letting Uood; 

When for anointiBg fcabt or itches » %4s 

Or to the bum apf^yiag keches; 

When ibws and bitches may be ipay'd 

And in what fign beib cyder's made: 

Whether the waae be» or increale, 

Befb to fet garlicky or fow peafe : 250 

Who firft foQod out the tnaa t* fOn* moon. 

That to the Ancients was onkadwii; 

How many dukes» and earls» and f>eer9» 

Are in tbe4>1anetary fpheres ; 

Their airy empire, and commaad, %5S 

Tbeir fev^ral ftrengths by fea and land ; 

What fadions they have» and what they dri^e at 

Id public vogue, or what i« private; * 

Witb what defigas and interefts 

Each party manages contefts. ado 

He made an inft rumen t to know 

If the moon feine at full or no; 

That wou*d, asToon as e'er (he (hone, (Iraight 

Whether 'twere day or night demonfirate j 

Tell what her di 'meter to an inch is, %6s 

And prove that (he'sr not made of green qheefe. 

It would demonftrate, that the man m 

The moon's^ fea Mediterranean; 

And that It is no dog or bitch. 

That Hands behind him at his breech, s^o 

But a huge Cafplan fea^ or lake. 

With arms which men for legs miflake; 

How large a gulf his tail compofes, 

" nd what a goodly bay his nofe ia: 
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How many German leagues by th' fcale %js 
Cape Snout *s from promontory TaiL 
He made a planetary gin, 

•'Which rats would run their own heads in, 
Ard corce in purpofe to be taken, 
AVithout th' cx.penccs of cheefe or bacon J i^ 

With iute-ftrings he would counterfeit 

Maggots that crawl on difli or meat ; 

Qaote moles and fpots on any place 

O' th' body, by the index face; 

Dete<fl loft maidenheads, by fnee^irigi aSJ 

Or breaking wind of dames, or pifling; 

Cure warts of corns, with application 

Of -med'cines to the imagination ; 

Fright agues into dogs, and fcare "" 

With rhymes the tooth-ach and catarrh j »9o. 

Chafe evil ipirits away by dint 

Of fickle, horfe-lhoe, hollow flint ; 

Spit fire out of a walnut-fliell. 

Which made the Roman flavcs rebel; 
And fire a mine in China here, . 

"With fympathetic gun-powder. . 

He knew whats*ever's to be known. 

But much more than he knew would own ;. ,. 

What medicine 'twas that Paracelfus 

Could make a man with, as he teJJs us; . 30^ 

What figur'd flates are heft to make 

On watVy furface duck or drake ; . 

What bowling-ftoncs, in running race 

Upon a board, have fwifteft pace ; 

"VlTiether a.pulfe beat in the black 505 

I-ift of a dappled loufe's back: 
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If Tyftole or diaftola mote 

Quickeil when bc't ia wratk or love : 

'VVben two of them do ran a race* 

Whether they gidlof^t trot, or pace, 310 

How many fcoret a flea wiU jump. 

Of his own leogth, fronbeadto rump; 

Which Socrates and Chaexephoa 

In vain aiTay'd fo long agone: 

Whether his {bout a perfe^ nofc is, $x 5 

And not an elephant's probofcis ; 

How many different fpedes 

Of maggots breed in rotten cheefe; 

And which are next of kin to thofe 

Eogender'd in a chandler 's Dofe ; 3 %o 

Or thoft not feen» but underftood. 

That live in vinegar and wood* 

A paltry wretch he had> half-flarv'd> 
That him in place of Zany ferv'd* 
Hight Whachum. bred to dafh and draw» 315 
Not wine» but more unwholefome law ; 
To make 'twixt words and I'mes huge g9p8» 
Wide as' meridians in maps; 
To fquander paper and fpare ink^ 
Or cheat men of th^ir words, fome think. 33a 
From this, by merited degrees. 
He'd to more high advancement rile; 
To be an nnder^coniurer. 
Or journeyman aftrologer ; 
His bu3*nefs was to pump and wheedf^e, 335 
And men with their own keys unriddle. 
To make them to themfelves give aniwers^ 
For wlizch they pay the necromaogcrskv 
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To fetch and carry mtcfligence. 

Of whom* and ivhat» and where> and whencct 

And all difcoveries difperfe 34I 

Among the whole papk of conjurers ; 

What cut-parfes have left with them» 

For the right owners to redeem ; 

And what they dare not veni, find out, 345 

To gain themfelres and th' art reimte ; 

Draw figures^ fchexnes> and horofcopes. 

Of Newgate, bridewell, brokers ihopsi 

Of thteTes afcendant in the cart : 

And find out all by rules of art : 35^ 

Which wayaferving*mao, that's run 

^ Vith cloaths and money away, is gone ; 

Who pick'd a fob at holding-forth. 

And where a watch for half the worth 

May be redeem *d; or ftolen plate $SS 

Reftord at confcionabJe rate. 

Befide all this, he ierv'd his mafter 

Xn quality of poetafter: 

And rhymes approj^riat^ coyld make 

To evVy month i' th' almanack ; 36a 

When terms be^ and end coukl teU> 

With their returns, in doggerel ; 

When the JSxcheqner opes and (huts. 

And fowgelder with iaiety cuts : 

When men may eat and driok their fiil» 365 

And when be tempVaite if they will; 

When ufe» and when ahftain from vice. 

Figs, grapes, t^kbotemy, and fpicc. 

And as in prifcm mean rogues beat 

Hemp for the iervice of the gtesft; - Wt4 
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So Whachum beat his diriy brams 
T' advance his mafter'siamc and gains; 
Asid, like the devirs-oradcs. 
Put into dogg'rcl rhymes his fpells. 
Which, over ev'ry month's blank page $rS 

V th* almanack, ftrange bilks prefage. 
He would an elegy compofe 
On maggots fqaeez'dx)ut df his nofe; 
In lyric numbers write an ode on 
His miftrefs eating a black-puddcn ; 38* 

And when imprifon'd air efcap'd her, 
k puff 'd him with poetic rapture. 
His fonnets charm'd th' attentive croud. 
By wide-mouth 'd mortal troJl'd aloud. 
That, circled with his long-ear 'd gueib, 3S5 . 
Like Orpheus look'd among the beafts ; 
A -carman's horfc could not pafs by. 
But ftood ty'd up to poetry; 
No porter's bi>rden pafs'd along, 
But ferv'd for burden to the long.*- 39O 

Each window, like a piU'ry apT>ears, 
With heads thiuft through, nail'd by the ears 5- 
Ail trades xun in, as to the fight 
Of monilers, or their dear delight 
The gallows tree, when cutting pur& 39i 

Breeds bus'nefs for heToic verfe 
Which none does hear, but would have hung - 
T* have been the theme of fuch a fong. 
Thefe two together long had liv'd, . 
In mafition. prudently contriv'd; 40€^ 

Wheie neither tree nor houfe could bar 
I*h^ free dete^n pf a:Aar^ 
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.And nigh an ancient obelifk 

AVas raised by him» found out by Fiik, 

On which wa» written not in wOfds, 40{ 

But hieroglyphic nwie of birds» 

Many rare pithy faws concerning 

The worth of Aflrologic Jearniogs 

From top of this there favng a rope. 

To which he fa^n'd tele&ope ; 4t^ 

The fpedlacles to which the ftais 

He reads in fmalleft chairaflers. 

It happen'd as a boy, one nightj 

Did fly his tariel of a kite ; 

The ftrongefl loog-wing'd hawk that fltef, 41 j 

That, h'ke a bird of paradiiey 

Or herald's roarkt» has no J^s, 

Nor hatches yoorg CBieSj nor lays eggs ; * 

His train was fix yards long,-,aiilk-white» 

At the end ^f which there hong a light, 4^ 

Inclos'd in lantborn made of paper > 

That far off like a ftar did appear. 

This Sidrophel by chance efpy*d, 

Aod with amazement Hariog-widct 

Blefs us ! quoth he, what dceadfuL wonder 4*1 

Is that appears in heav'n yonder ? 

A comet, and without. a beard. 

Or ilar that ne'er before appear *d ? 

I 'm certain 'tis not ip the fcrowl 

Of ail thoie beads, and iiih, and fowl, 439 

With which, like Indian plantations. 

The learned Hock the coDflellatioas ; 

Nor thofe that drawn for (igns have been^ 

Toth' houfes where the plaoeu inn* 
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It muH be fupernaturaU 435 

Untefs it be the canaon-ball, 

That, (hot i* th* air point-blank upright j 

Was borne to that prodigious height. 

That learned philofophers maintain. 

It ne*er came backwards down again : 440 

But, in the airy region yet. 

Hangs like the body of Mahomet ; 

For a it be abo^e the fliade 

That by the earth *s round bulk is made, 

' ris probable it may from far 445 

Appear no bullet, but a flar. * 

This faid, he to his engine £ew, 
Plac'd near at hand in open view, 
And rais'd it till it levelled right 
Againft the glow-worm tail of kite. 450 

Then peeping through, Blcfs us ! quoth he, 
tt is a pknet now I fee ; 
And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figurici that's like tobacco-ftopper, 
it (hould be Saturn : yes, *ti» clear 455 

'Tis Saturn ; but whit makes him there ? 
He's got between the dragon's tail, 
And farther leg behind the Whale : 
Pray H«aven diveit the fatal omen, 
For 'tis a prodigy not tommon; 4^ 

And can no lefs than the world's end. 
Or Nature's funeral portend,. 
With that he fell again to pi y 
Thro' perfpeftive more wiftful'^y; 
When by mifchance the fatal ftring, 46^ 

'^^&t kept the towVing fowl on wing, 
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Breaking, down fell the ftar t Well (hot, 

Ql^th Whachum» who right wifely thought 

H' had levell'd at a ftar, and hit it. 

But Sidrophel, more fubtile witted» 470 

Cr-y'd out. What horrible and fearful 

Portent is this, to fee a ftar fall J 

It threatens Nature, and the doom 

WilJ not be Jong before it come ? 

When ftars do fall *tis plain enough, 475 

The day of judgment's is not far off, 

As lately 'twas revealed to Sedgwick, 

And fome of us find out by magic. 

Then fince the time we have to live , 

f 

In this world's (horten'd, let us ftrive 480 

To make our beft advantage of it. 
And pay our lofles with our profit. 

Thii.feat fell out not long before 
The Knight upoii the fore-nam'd fcore, 
In quefl: of Sidrophcl advancing, 485 

Was now m profpe(Sl of the manfiori : 
Whom he difcovering turn'd his glafs. 
And found far off 'twas Hudibras. 

Whachum, quoth he, look yonder, fome 
To try or ufe our art are come : 490 

The one's the learned Knight ; feek out 
And pump 'em what they come about. 
Whachum advanced with all fubmiffDeis 
T' accoft *em, but much more their bus'nefs: 
He held a ftirrup, while the Knight ' 495 

From leathren bare-bones did alight ; 
And taking from his hand the bridle, 
Approach'd the dark Squire to unriddle: 
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He gave him firft the time o* di* day, 

And weleone'd him» as he might £iy : 500 

He afk'd htm whence they came» and whither.^ 

Tlxir btt8*iieit lay ? Quoth IbdphOy Hither. 

Did not yo« Me?—- Qiieth Ralpho, Nay. 

Quoth Whachum^ Sir, I meant your vay ! 

Your Koight-^-Qoodi Ralpho it a iover, 505 

And pains intolerable doth foffer : 

For lovers' hearts are not their own hearts^ 

Nor lights, nor lungSt and fo forth downwards. 

Wh^t time !— Quodi Ralpho, Sir, too long* 

Three years it off and on has hung—— 51a 

Quoth he, I meao> what time o' th' day Sis. 

Q^oth Ralpho, Between feven and eight 'tis. 

Why then. Quoth Whachuro, my fmall art 

Tells me the dame has a hard heart. 

Or great eftate— Quoth Ralph, A jointure, jxj 

Wliidi makes him have fo hot a mind t' her. 

Meanwhile the Knight was making water. 

Before he fell upon the matter ; 

Which having done, the Wizard fteps in, 

To give him fuitable reception ; 5aO' 

But kept hU bus'nefs at a bay. 

Till Whachum put him in the way ; 

Who having now, by Ralpho'a light. 

Expounded th' errand of the Knight; 

And what he came to know, drew near, $%S 

To whifper in the conj'rer^s ear ; 

Which he pretended thus : What was*t. 

Quoth he, that I was fayiqg laft, 

Before thefe gentlemen arriv'd ? 

Quoth Whachum, Venus you retrieved, 530 
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Id oppoiitioa with Mars, 

And no benign and. friendly flars 

T • allay th' cflFea. Quoth Wizard, So I 

In Virgo» ha ! CJuoth Whachum, No^ 

Has Saturn nothing to do in it i 535 

One tenth of 's circle to a mintfte. 

'Tis well, quoth he. Sir» you'll excoie 

This rudenefs I am forc'd to ufe ; 

It is a fcheme and face of heaven. 

As th' afpeds are ds(pos'd this even, J40 

I was contemplating upon 

When you arriv'd ; but now Tve done. 

Quoth Hudibrat 9 if ji appear 
Unfeafonable in comini here 
At fuch a time to interrupt j;45 

Your fpeculations, M^h^ch I hop*d 
Affiftance from, and come to uie, 
Tis fit that I a(k your excufe. 

By no means, Sir, quoth Sidrophel^ 
The ftars your coming did foretell ; J59 

I did exped you here, and knew 
Before you fpake your bus*nefs too. 

Quoth Hndibras, Make that appear. 
And I (hall credit whatfoe'er 
You tell me after on 'your word, SS5 

Howe*er unlikely or abfurd. 

You are in love. Sir, with a widow. 
Quoth he, that does not greatly heed you. 
And for three years Iws rid your wit 
And pafEon, without drawing bit : j6o 

And now.your bus*nefs is to know 
If you (hall carry her or no. 

t s 
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Quoth Hudibrasy You're in the right: 
But how the dewl you came hy\ 
I can't imagine ; (or the'^rs, 565 

Vm fure, can tell 00 inore than a hoiie; 
Nor can their afpe^s, though yon pore 
Your eyes out on^ens^ teU yrm more 
Than th^orade of fisve and fhcers, 
That turns as certain as die fj^res : 5 70 

But if the devils ofyour ooanci!» 
Much may be done, my noble Domel; 
And 'tis on this account I come 
To know from you my fatal doom. 

Quoth Sidrophely if you fuppofe, S7S 

Sir Knight, that I am one of thoie, 
1 might fufpedt, and take th' alarm, 
Your bus'nefs is but to inform ; 
But if it be, 'tit ne'er the near,- 
You have a wrong fow by the car ; 3^ 

For I afFure you, for my part, 
I only deal by rules of art^ 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
ConcIuHons of Aftrotogy: 
But for the dev'l, know faothtngby him, 5*85 
But only this, that | defy him* 

Quoth he, WhatcTer others deem ye, 
^ underhand your metonymy | . 
Your word of iecond-hand intention. 
When things by wrongful names ye mention ; 
The myftic feofe of ^11 your terms, 59X 

Tintt are indeed but magic charms 
Tp raife the devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is down-right conjuring; 
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And in itfcif more warramabie jj 

Than cheat, or caniing to a rabble. 

Or putting iricka upon th« moon. 

Which by confed'fwy are dei>e. 

Your ancient coojnrea were wont 

To make her frota her fpliere dilinount, 4< 

And to their iocanutioM (loop ; 

They fcoro'd lo pore ti|M>' ttietcopt. 

Or idly play at bo-pcep vnh her. 

To find out cloudy or fait weather, 

M'hich ev'ry aIniBHack cm teJt (t 

Perhaps as learnedly and well 

As you yourfclf.— Then, fiitnd, 1 dflubt 

You go the fartheft way about : 

Your (nodern Indian magician 

Makes but a hole in th' earth to pifi in, 6i 

And ftraight refolves at! queOiont by't. 

And feldora Tails to be i' th' right. 

The Rofycrncian way'* more iiiie 

To bring the deril to the lure; 

Each of 'em has a fcy'ial gin, di 

To catch inielligencei in. 

Some by theViofe with fumes trapan 'em. 

At Duflan did the devil's graonum; 

Others with cbarafters and wtirds 

Catch 'em, as roea in nets do birds ; ^t 

And forae with fyrabah, figns, and trkks, 

Ingrav'd.in planetary nicks. 

With their own infl'ences will fetch 'em; 

Down from their orbs, arreft, and catch 'cm 

Make 'em deipofe, and anfwer to 

All queftions ere lltey lei them go. 
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Eambaftus kept a dcTil *8 bird 

Shut in the pummel oFhis f\rord» 

That taoght him ail the canning pranks I 

Of pail and future mountebanks. 650 * 

Kelly did all his feats upon 

The deviPs looking- glafs, a ftone; 

Where playing with him at bo-peep» 

He refolv'dail problems jie*er fo de^. 

Agrippa kept a ftygian pug 6$5 

V th* garb and habit of a dog, 

Tlmt was his tutor, and the cifr 

Read to th* occult philofophert 

And taught him fubtly to raainutn 

All other fciences are vain. 640 

To thisy quoth 3idropheI, Oh ! Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer. 
Nor Paracelfus, no, nor Behmeo ;. 
Nor was the dog of Cacodemon, 
But a true dog that would fhew tricks 64 s^ 

For th* emperor, and leap o'er ilicks ; 
Would fetch and carry, was more civil 
7h4n other dogs, but yet no devil : 
And whatfoe *er he*s faid to do, 
He went the felf-fame way we go.- 6^0 

As for the Rofy-crofs philofophers, 
Wbom you will have to be bu^foic^rersy 
AVhat they pretend to is no more 
Thitn Trifmegiftus did before, 
Pythagoras, old Zoroaiier, 6ss 

And Apolonius their mafter; 
To whom they do confefs they owe 
All that they do, and all they kaow*. 
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Quoth JIadibraSy Alas ! what is*t t'iis» 
"Whether 'twere faid by Trifmegifbus, 660 

If It be nonfenfe, falfe, or myiliCy 
Or not intelligible, or fophiftic ? 
'Tis not antiquity, nor author. 
That makes truth truth, altho' Time's daughter; 
'Twas he that put her in the pit> 66s 

Before he pulPd her gut of it; 
And as he eats his fons, jurfl fo 
He feeds upon his daughters too ; 
Nor does it follow, 'caufe a herald 
Can make a gendeman, fcarce an year old, 670 
To be defcended of a race 
Of ancient kings, in a fraall fpace, . 
That we fliould all opinions hold 
Authentic, that we can make old. 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part 6^75 

Of prudence to cry down an art. 
And what it may perform, deny, 
Becaufe you undcrftand not why. 
(As Averrhois play'd but a mean trick. 
To damn our whole ait for eccentric). 6S0 

For who knows all that knowledge contains ? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains. 
But on their fides, or rifing's feat; 
So »tis with knowledge's vaft height. 
Do not the hiftVies of all ages gjj 

Relate miraculous prefages 
Of ftrange turns in the world's affairs 
Forcfeen b*aih*ologers, footh-fayers, 
Chakleans, leam*d geoethliacs, 

Andfome that have writ almanacks ? 690 

S 3 
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The Median erop'ror dream'd his daughter 

Had pifs'd all Ada uoder water, 

And that a vine; fprung from her hanches, 

O'erfpread his empire with its branches: 

And did not foothfayers expound it, 695 

As after by th* event he found it ? 

When Caefar in the fenate fell. 

Did not the fun eclips'd foi ctefl^ 

And> in refentment of his (laughter. 

Look pale for alrooft a year after ? 700- 

Auguftus having b* overfight 

Put on his left (hoe 'fore his right, 

Had liice to have been flain that day 

JBy foldiers niutinlng for pay. 

Are there not myrfads of this fort, 705 

Which ftories of all times report ? 

Is it not om'oous ii\ all countries^ 

When crows and ravens croak upon trees ^ 

The Roman fenate^ when within 

The city-walls an owl was feen, 7x0- 

Dili caufe their clergy, with luilration^, 

(Our fynod cal)s humiliations). 

The round-fac'd prodigy t* av^rt. 

From doing-town and pountry hurt- 

And if an owl have fomuch powV, 7x5 

Why fhould not planets have much more. 

That in a region far above 

Inferior fowls .of the air move, . 

And (hould fee farther, and foreknow 

More than their augury below ? 7ao 

Tho* that once ferv*d the polity 

Qf mighty ftates to govera byj 
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And thiyis what we take in haod 

By powerful art to underfland; 

Which how we have perform'd, all ages 7%S 

Can fpeak th' events of our prefages; 

Have we not lately, in the moon. 

Found a new world, to th' old unknown ?' 

Difcover'd fea and land^ Columbus 

And Magellan could never compafis ? 730 

Made mountains with our tubes appear^ 

And cattle grazing on *em there ? 
Quoth Hudlbras, You lie fo ope. 

That I, without a tel'efcope. 

Cap find your tricks out, and defcry 735 

Where you tell truth and where you lie; 

For Anaxagoras long agone 

Saw hills, as well as you i' th' moon ; 

And held the fun was but a piece 

Of red-hot iron as big a:s Greece ; 746 

Believ'd the heav'os were made of flone^^ 

Bccaufe the fun had voided one.; 

And, rather than he would recant 

Th * opinion, fufFer'd banifliment. 

But what, alas ! is it. to us, 745 

Whether i' th* moon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their corns. 

Or whether they have tails or horns I 

< 

What trade from thence can you advance. 

Rut what we nearer have from France ? 750 

What can our travellers bring home,. 

That is not to be learn'd at Rome ? 

What politics, or ilrange opinions. 

That are not in our own dominions ? 
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What fcience can be brouglit from 'thence, 755. 

In which we do not here commence ? 

^Vhat revelations, or religions. 

That are not in our native regions ? 

Are fweaty lanthorns, or fcreen fans. 

Made better there, than they're in France ? 76a - 

Or do they teach to fiog or play 

O' th' guittar there a newer way ? 

Can they make plays there that (hall fit 

The public humour, with lefs wit ? 

Write wittier dances, qudnter fhows, 765- 

Or fight with more ingenious blows? 

Or does the m^ i' th' moon look big. 

And wear a huger pcrriwig; 

Shew in his gait, or face, more tricks 

Than our own native lunatics ? 770 

But if w' outdo him here at home. 

What good of your defign can come - 

As wind i* th* hypocondries pent, . 

Is but a blaft if downward fent ; 

But if it upward chance to fly, 775 

Becomes new light and prophecy : 

So when your fpecalations tend 

Above their jafl and ufeful end, 

Ahho* they promife ftrange and great 

Difcoveries of things far fet, 7^ 

They are but idle dreams and fancies, . 

And favour ftrongly of the ganzas. 

TeUmebut what*^ the nat'ral caufe. 

Why on a fign no painter draws 

The full moon ever, but the half: jt5 

Reiblve that with your Jacob's ftafiT;.. 
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Or why wolves raife a hubbub, at her. 
And dogs howl when (he fhines in water ; 
And I ihall freely give my vote. 
You may know fomething more remote ^ 7$o 

At this, deep Sidrophel looked wife, 
And ftaring round with owl-like eyes, 
He put his face into a poflure 
Of fapiencej and began to blufler : 
So having three times (hook his head 795 

To ftir his wit up, this he faid. 
* Art has no mortal enemies, 
Next ignorsince, but owls and geefe; 
'i'hofe confeciated geefe in order#^ 
That to the capitol were warders : 80^ 

And being then upon patrole, 
With noife alone beat off the Gaul : 
Or thefe Athenian fceptic owls. 
That will not credit their own fouls 5 
Or any fcience underftand, tos 

Beyond the reach of eye or hand : 
But measuring all things by their ovrt§ 
Knowledge, hold nothings to be known. 
Thofe wholefale critics, that in colFee- 
Houfes cry down all philofophy, Sze 

* • • 

And will not know upon what ground 

In nature we our do^rine found ; 

Altho' with pregnant evidence 

We can demonllrate it to fenfe. 

As 1 juft now have done to you, §^5 

Foretelling what you came to know. 

Were the ftars only to light 

&d>bei s and burglarers^ by night ; 
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And lo^en (btacing behind doors i 9«» 

Or gi?ing one another pledges 

Of mattimony amkr heAgtti 

Or witches fim^itg, and on gibbets 

Cut from the ikialeiadorB itipputf 

Or from the pillVy tips of ears 89J 

Of rebel-faintS) dfld perjurers? 

Only to ftand by» and k>ok ofl. 

But not know what is £iid or d^ne? 

Is there a conftellatioB there. 

That was not hott and bred up here ? ^341 

And therefore *^anaot fe«e to team 

fn tfny inferior concent, ^ 

Were they not, during all t^ir H¥es> 

Moft of 'em pirates, whores and thieves? 

And is it like they have not 6\\^ Bss 

In their old p radices fome fkili ? 

Is there a plgnet that by brrth 

Does not derive its houfe from earth ? 

iff 

And therefore probably muft know 

What is and haih been done below : 840 

Who made the Balance, or wlience came 

ITie Bull, the Lion, and the Ram ? 

Did not we hear the Argo rig, 

Make Berenice's peniwrg ? 

Whofe liv'ry does the Coachmno V9tstt ? 845 

Or who made Caffiopeia's chair ? 

Aba therefore, as they came from hence, 

With us may hold rntelHgcnce. 

Plato deny'd the world can be 

Govem'd without gfeometry ; $s9 
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(For moaey b%igthe cominoa fcsJe 

Of things by meafiire yiMOf^t and tale ; 

f o all th' affairs of Gfanroh aadibte, 

Tis both the balance aad the weight:) 

Then much Itis can tt be wttbont Sjjr 

J^ivine aftrology made out ; 

That puts the other down m wordi, 

:As far as heaT'fi *s above -the earth* 

Thefe reafons, quoth tfhe JCntght, I graat 
^re fomething more fignificant f ^ 

Than any that the learned ufe 
Upon this ^bjeA to produce ; 
AjkI yet they're. far from iatls&Aory, 
T* eftablifh and keep up yoar fa^ery. 
Th' Egypcians fay, the fun has twice Z65 

Shifted his Cetdfig and his ri£s: 
Twice has4ie rifen in the weft, 
yVs many times fet in .eaft ; 
Bat whether that be true or -no. 
The deril any of you know S 70 

Some hold the-H^avens, like a top. 
Are kept by circulatioB up; 
And were't not for their wheeling rouad, 
They'd inftantly fall to the gcouad : 
As fage Empedodes of old, ^5 

i^nd from him modern authors hiniki** 
PJato believ'd the fun and raooji 
l^jow all other planets run. 
Some Mercivy, ibroe Venus feat 
Above the fun himfeJf io height. SSo 

The learned Scaliger oomplain'd 
'Gainft what Coper^iicns maijQtatn'd> 
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That in twelve hundred years and odd. 
The fuo had loft its ancient road> 
And nearer to the earth is come SSs 

'Bove fifty thoufand miles from home: 
Swore 'twas a moft notorious flam. 
And he that had fo little fliaroe ' 
To vent fuch fopperies abroad, / 

I>eferv*d to have his rump well claw'd : 890 
Which Monfieur Bodin hearing, fwore 
That he deferv'd the rod much more, 
^hat durft upon a truth give doom, 
He knew lefs than the Pope of Rome. 
Cardan believed great ftates depend S9 j 

Upon th' tip o* th' Bear's tail's end ; 
That as (he wbifk*d it t- wards the fun, 
Strow'd mighty empires up and down ; 
Which others fay muft-needs be falfe, 
Becaufe you true bears have no tails. 909 

Some fay the zodiac cooftellations 
Have long fince changed their antique ftations 
Above a fign, and prove the fame 
In Taurus now, once in the Ram; 
Affirm the trigons chop'd and changed, 905 

The wat'ry with the fiery rang'd : 
Then how can their effeds ftill hold 
To be the fame they were of old ? 
This, tho' the art were true, would make 
Our modern foothfayers miftake j 9x0 

And is one caufe they tell more lies, 
In figures and nativities. 
Then the old Chaldean conjurers. 
In fo many hundred thoufand years ; 
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Befidc their nonfenfe in tranflating, 9 15 

For want of accidence and Latin, 
Like IJtts and dtlenia^ Englifht: 
The qnarter-days by fkilful lingnift. 
And, yet with canting flight and cheat, 
'Twill ferve their turn to do the feat : 920 

Make fooJs beliere in their forefeeing 
Of things before they are in being; 
To fwaliow gudgeons ere they 're catch 'd. 
And count their chickens ere they're hatch 'd ; 
Make them the conftellations prompt, 9^5 

And give 'em back their own account • 
But ftill the beft to him that gives 
The beft price for't, or beft believes. 
Some towns and cities, forae for brevity 
Hav6 caft the Verfal world 's nativity ; 9 3^ 

And made infant-ftars confefs. 
Like fools or children, what they pleafe. 
Some calculate the hidden fates 
Of monkeys, puppy-dogs or cats : 
Some running nags, and fighting cocks, e%s 
Some love, trade, Uw-fuits, and the pox; 
Some take a meafure oF the lives 
Of fathers, mothers, hufbands, wives* 
Make oppofition, trine and quaVtile, 
Tell who is barren, and who fertile; 940 

And if the planet 's firft afpeft 
The tender infant did infeft 
In foul and body, and inftill 
All future good and future ill : 
Which in their dark fatal 'ties lurking, 945 

At deftin'd pe«ods fall a working; 

t T 
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And break out, like the hiddeo feeds 
Of long difeafes, unto deed9» 
In friendfliips, enmiiies, and ftrifc. 
And all th' ctncrgencics of life : 9,^0 

No fooner do^ he.pccp into 
The world, brjt he has dose bis do, 
Catch'd all difeafes, took all phyftck 
That cures or kills a man that is (i«k; 
Married his puoaaal dofc of wives, 953r 

Is cackoia^d, a«d breaks or thrives. 
. There's but the twiaklitg of a ftar 
Betvveeii a man of peace and waf ; 
A thief and juftice, fool and fcnare, 
A huffi Qg ofliGer and a (lave, 9^ 

A crafty lawyer and a pick-pocket, 
A great philofopher and ahlockhead, 
A formal preacher and a player, 
A learn'd pkyftciaa, and a raanflayer : 

As if men from the ftais did fiick 9^5 

Old age, difeafes, and ill luck. 

Wit, folly, honoai;, 'virtue, vice, 

Trade, travel, women, claps, and dice; 

And draw, with the firft air they bfe^vhe. 

Battle and murder, fudden death. 97<^ 

Are not thefe fine commodities,. 

To be imported from the flaes. 

And vended here among the rabble. 

For flaple goods and watrantaWe ? 

Like money by the Druids borrowed, 9 7S 

In th' other world to be rcftor'd. 
Quoth Sidrophel, To kt you know 

You wrong tlje art and artiils top. 
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Since arguments are loll on thofe 

That do our principles oppofe ; 980 

1 will (altho* I've done*t before) 

Dsmonftrate to year fcnfe once more, 

And draw a figure that fhali tell you^- 

"What you, perhaps, forget befcl you> 

By way of horary in/pedion, 985 

Which fome account our worft ereftion. 

A^'lth tliat he circles draws, aod fquares. 

With cypheis, aftral chara<Sers; 

Then looks 'em o'er to under ftand 'cni, 

Ahho* fee down hdb>nab at random. 990 

Qnoth he. This fcheme o' th* heav'ns fct, 
Difcovers how in fight you met, 
At Kingfton, wiih a May- pole idol, [well : 

And that y* were bang'd both baciL and fide 
And tho*^ you overcame the Bear, ^^^s 

The Dogs beat you at Breatford fair ; 
Where Hurdy butchers broke your aoddie, 
Aad handled you Lke a fop-doodle. 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 
You are no conj*rer, by your leave: icoo 

That paltiy ftory is untrue. 
And forg'd to cheat fuch gulls as you. 

Not true I quoih he, howe'er you vapour, 
I can what lailirm make appear : 
Whachum /hall juflify't to your face, 1005 

And prove he was upon the place : 
He play'd the Sahinbancho's part, 
TraTisTorm'd t* a Frenchman by my art; 
He ftole your cloak, and pick VI your pocket, 

ChousM and caldcs*d ye like a blockhead: joi© 

T % 
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And what you loll I can produce. 
If you deny it, here i' th* houfe; 

Quoth Hudlbras, I do believe 
That arguniCBt's demonftrative ; 
Ralpho, bear witoei^* and go fetch us tQif* \ 

A conllabie to ieize the wretches: ' « 

For tho* they're both falfe knaves and cheats^ 
Impoflors, jugglers, counterfeits, ' 

riJ make them ierve for perpendidars, «"'' 

As true as e'er were os'd by bricklayers. torn 
They're guilty by their own confeffioQS • -• 

Of felony, and at the Scffions - " - ^ 

Upon the bench I will fo handle 'era, -f . 

That the vibration of this pendalum • ' " I 

Shall make all taylors yards of one *; td«.^i 
Unanimous opinion: ''. -^ 

A thing he long has vapour'd of, 
But now (hall make it oat by proftf. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out : 103^ 

Nor have I hazarded my art. 
And neck fo long on the Hate's part, : 

To be expos'd i' ih' end to fuffer. 
By fuch a braggadocio hufFer, 

HufTer ! cjuoth Hudibras, this fword * 103/ 
Shall down thy falfe throat cram that word. * 
Ralpho, make hafte, and call an oAoer, 
To apprehend this Stygian fophifter: 
Meanwhile I'll hold 'em at a bay, * 
Left he and Whachum run away. IC40 

But Sidrophel who from ih* afped 
Of Hudibras^ did now ere A 
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A figure, worfe portending far 

Thaa that of moSt malignant ftar, 

BeJiev'd it now the iitteft moment 1045 

To fhun the danger that might corae on't, 

While Hudibras wars all alone. 

And he and Whachum, two to one r 

This b*ing refoiv'd, he fpy'd by chance 

Behind the door, an iron lance, Z050 

That many a fturdy limb had gor'd 

And legs, and loins, and fhoulders bor'd; 

He fnaichM it up, arid made a pafs 

To make his way through Hudibras. 

Whachum had got a fire-fork, toss 

With which he vow'd to do his work. 

But Hudibras was well prepared, 

And ftoutly flood upon his guard: 

He put by Sidrophelo's thrufl. 

And in right manfuljy he rufht ; zc6o 

The weapon from his gripe he wrung. 

And laid him on the earth along. 

Whachum his fea- coal proRg threw by, 

And bafely turn'd his back to fly ; 

But Hudibras gave him a twitch 1065 

As quick as light'ning in the breech ; 

Jufl in the place where honour's lodg'd. 

As wife philofophers have judg'd, 

Becauie a kick in that place, more 

Harts honour, than deep wounds before. 1070 

Quoth Hudibras, The flars determine 
You are my prifoners, bafe vennine : 
/^ould they not tell you fo as well 
As what I came to know foreuH ? 

T3 
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By this what cheats you are we fiiid» XC75 

That ID your own concerns are blind. 

Your lives are now at my difpofey 

To be redeem *d by fine or blows : 

But who lus honour would defile. 

To fake, or fell, two lives fo vile ! ia3» 

rll give you quarter; but your pillage. 

The couquVing warrior's crop and tillage, 

-Which with his fword he reaps and plows. 

That's mine, the law of arms allows^ 

This faid in hade, in bafle he fell ZC85 

To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
Firft, he expounded both his pockets> 
And found a wtttch, with nogs and lockets. 
Which had been left with hioi t' ere6t 
A figure for, and fo dete^ ; 1090 

A copper-plate, with almanacks 
£jigrav*d upon't, with other knacks. 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers, 
And blank fchemes, to difcover ninuners-; 
A moon-dia), with Napier's bones, 1095^ 

And fevVal confUIlation ftones, 
Enggrav'd in planetary hours. 
That over mortals had ftrange pow'rs, ' 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade, 
And ftab or poiibn to evade ; xijO« 

In wit or wifdom to impiove. 
And be vi^orious in love. 
Whachum had neither crofs nor pile. 
His plunder, was not worth the while ;. 
All which the con^a'ror did difcompt, . IXQ£. 
To pay for curing of hia rump.. 
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But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 
As rotten-men of politics. 
Straight caft about to over-reach 
Th* unwary conqu'ror with a fetch, iiro 

And make htm glad (at leaft) to quit 
His vidlory, and fly the pit. 
Before the fecular prince of darknefs 
Arri?'d to feize upon his car cafe : 
And as a fox with hot purfuit Slzj 

Chas'd thro' a warren, calls about 
To {ave his credit, and among 
Dead vermin on a gallows huag; 
And while the dogs run underneath, 
£fcap*d, by counterfeiting death, xiia 

Not out of cunning, but a train 
Of atoms juflltng in his brain. 
As karn'd philoibphers give out: 
So Sidrophelo cafi about, 
And fell t' his wonted trade again, riaj 

To feign himfelf in earneft flain ; 
Firft flretch'd out one leg, then another. 
And Teeming in his breaft totfrnother 
A broken figh ; quoth he, Where am I, 
Alive or dead, which way came L 1x30 

7hro' fo immenfe a fpace fo foon ?. 
But now I thought myfelf i* th' moon ; 
And that a monfter with huge whi/kers. 
More formidable than a Switzer's, 
My body thro' and thro* bad drill *d, itJS 

And Whachum by my fide had kill'd; 
Had crofs-examin'd both our hofe. 
And. plunder 'd all we had to lofe ; 
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Look tliere he is^ I fee him now. 

And feel the place I am ran thro' r 1 149 

Aad there lies Whachum by my fide 

Stone dead, and in his own bIood<iy*d: 

Oh I oh ! — —With that he fetch'd a groan^ 

And fell again into a fwooni 

Shut both his. eyes, and ibopt his breaih, x 145 

And to the life out-a^ed death; 

That Hudibras, to all appeariog, 

Believ'd him tot be dead as hening. 

He held it now no longer fafe 

To tarry the return of Ralph , 1 tsm 

Bat rather leare htm in the lurch : 

Thooght he, he has abus*d our Churc}i, 

Refufed to give himfelf one firk. 

To carry on the public Work ; 

Defpis 'd our fynod men like dirt, HJS^ 

And made their difciplioe his fpart ; 

Divulg*d the fecrets of their clafles. 

And their conventions prov'd high places: 

Difparag'd their tithe -pigs, as Pagan, 

And fet at nqught their cheefe add bacon; xz6» 

RaiPd at their covenant, and jeer'd 

Their rev*iend parfoos to my beard; 

For all which fcaodals, to be quit 

At once, this juadure fills out fit. 

ril make him henfreforth to bewarc> 2x^5 

And tompt ray fury if he dare; 

He muffc at \&di hold up his hand, , 

By twelve freeholders to be fcann*d; 

Who by their /l<ill in palmiftry, 

Will quickly read his deftiny,. jr;* 
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And make him glad to read his leflbn. 

Or take a turn fork at the Seffion : 

Unlefs his h'ght and gift prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, Vm fure; 

For if he *fcape with whipping now, X175 

'Tis more than he can hope to do: 

And that will difengage my confcicnce 

0' th' obligation in his own fenfe ; 

ril make him now by force abide 

What he by gentle means deny'd, . xiS^ 

To give my honour faiisfa<5lion. 

And right the Brethren in the aftion. 

This being refolv'd, with equal ipced 

And condudl he approach 'd his fleed. 

And with adlivity unwont, X185 

Aflay'd the lofty bcaft to mount; 

Which once atchiev'd, he fpurr'd his palfry. 

To get from th' enemy, and Ralph* free : 

Left dangers, fears, and foes behind) . 

And beat, at leaft three lengths, the wind. 11 fd 
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Rcce iteram CriffittuS" ► 

ELL, Sidroi^he), tho'^tis m vam 
To tamper with your craxy btdki. 
Without t«e panning of your&ull 
As often as the moon's at fuJl ; 
>Tis not amtfs ere y* are giv*n o'er, 
To try one defpcrate med'cine more ; 
For where your cafe can be no worfe; 
The defpVat'ft is the wifeft courfe. 
It's pollible, that you, whofe ears 
Are of the tribe of IlTichar's, lo 

And might, with eq^al reafon, either 
For merit, or extent of hather. 
With WiUiam Pryn's, before they were 
Retrenched, and crucify'd, compare, 
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Should yet be (kaf ^gauift a ooiie t£ 

So roaring as th^ puUlick vioice ? 

That fpeaks your virtues free aod load» 

A«d openly in ev'ry croud. 

As loud as one that fiiig^ his pa/t 

T' a wheel-barrow> or turnip cart, so 

Or your oew-nick-namM old ioreottoa 

To cry green hx&ingfi with an engine; 

(As if the vehemence had ftuD{}*d» 

And torn yooc drum^beads with tfa« ibuod)* 

And 'caufe your folly's now no newsi a^ 

But overgrows, and'oot of uie, 

Perfuade yourfelf th«f e's no fuch muuv. 

But that *ti$ vaoiih'dout of natutre; 

When folly, as it grows in years. 

The more extrars^ant appears; ^ 50 

For who but you could' be poScfk 

With fo much ignorance, and beadl. 

Til at neither allnMns (corn and hate. 

Nor being laugh 'd and pointed at. 

Nor bray'J {o often in a mortaf , $s 

Can teach you whokfome lenfe and nurture; 

But (like a reprobate) what courfe 

Soever*s us'd, grow worfe and worie ? 

Can no transfufion.of the blood. 

That makes fow is cattle, do you good-* 40 

Nor putting pigs t' a bitch to nurfe, 

To turn them intomungrel curs. 

Put you into a way^ at leail^ 

To make yourfelf a better bead i 

Can ail your critical intrigues 45 

Of trying found for rotten eggs ; 
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Your fev'ral new-fbaod remedies 

Of during woQods and fcabt in trees ; 

Your arts of flaxiDg them for claps, 

Aod pargiog their iofcded faps ; 50 

Reooy'ring fluokers, cryftaUines, 

Aad nodes and botches in the rinds. 

Hare no eSe€t to operate 

Upon the duller block, yonr pate? 

Bat (Hll it rooft be leudly bent 55 

To tempt your own due panifhment ; 

And, like your whimfy'd chariots, draw 

The boys to courfe you without law; 

As if the aft you have fo long 

Profefs'd of making old dogs young, 69 

In you, had virtue to renew 

Not only youth, but childhood too. 

Can you» that underftand all books. 

By judging only with your looks, 

Refolve all problems with your face, 6s 

As others do with B*s and A's; 

Unriddle all that mankind knows 

With folid bending of your brows : 

All arts and fciences advance. 

With fere wing of your countenance ; ^ j% 

And, with a penetrating eye. 

Into th* abftrufeft learning pry ; 

Know more of any trade b' a hint. 

Than thofe that have been bred up in*t ; 

And yet have no art true or falfe, 75 

To help your own bad naturals ? 

But ftjll, the more you ftrive t* appear, 

Are found to be the wretcheder: 
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For fools are known by looking wiie^ 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. So 

Hence 'ds that *cau(e y hare gainM o' th' college ' 

A quarter (hare (at moil) of knowledge, 

Aod brought is none, but ipent repute^ 

Y' afTuroe a pow*r as abiblute 

To judge, and ceofure, and control^ $s 

As if 3roa were the foh Sir Poll ff 

And faucily pretend to know 

More than your dividend comes to : 

You'll find the thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone : 90 

No, tho' y' have pitrchas'd to jour name 

In hiftory fo great a fame; 

That now your talent's- £b well known. 

For having all belief oat-grown. 

That evVy flrange prodigious tale pj 

Is meafur'd by your German icale-— — 

By which the virtuofi try 

The magnitude of evVy lie, 

Caft up to what it does amount, 

%f^d place the bigg*il to your accoimt ^ ZO0 

That all thofe ftories that are laid 

Too truly to you, and thofe made. 

Are DOW dill charged upon your fcoFe» 

And leiTer authors nam*d no more« 

Alas ! that faculty betrays 105 

Thofe fooneft it defigns to raife : 

And all your vain renown will fpoil. 

As gttDS o'ercharg'd the more recoils 

Tho* he that has but impudence. 
To all things has a fair pretence; xxe 
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And put amcmg-h» wantB bat fbame. 

To all the worid may lay his ckum: 

Tho' you haTc try'd that npihin^skant 

\Vith groaier ea& thaa public £coto. 

That all affitomi do AiU £^ve place us 

To your iropenetrabie face ; 

That makes y^dur way thv* tA\ affairs^ 

As pigft thro' hedges creep wkh thetrs: 

Yet as 'tis counterfeit and brafs» 

You muft not thiidc *t will always paft ; xao 

For all impoflorsy when theyVe known, 

Are pad iheir labour, and undone* 

And all t)ie beft tiut can befal 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find, as fooA 115 

As once they're broke looi« from the moott> 

Afld, proof againft her influence, 

Relapfe to e*er fo little fenfe. 

To turn ftark fools, and iubjeds fit 

For fport of boys, and rabble^wit. t$cr 


HUDrlBRAS. 


PART THIRD* 


CANTO FIRST. 
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THE ARGUMEMT. 

The Kni^C and Squire refolve at once, 

The one the other to renoiuice ; 

They both ap)>ro«cb frhe tadf't bower. 

The Squire t ' inform, the Knight to wooe her. 

She treats (hem with a n^f^uendt. 

By Furies and Nobj^bfina bm^c : 

From which the Squire conveys the Kntgh^ 

And deals him from htmfelf bf night. 

I 

9 TTIS true, no lover has that powV, 
-*• t* enforce a defperate amour. 
As he that hath two flrrings ro's bow, 
And burns for fove aad money too ; 
For then he's brave and refolote, ^ 

Difdains to render in his fuit. 
Has all his flames and raptures docrbfe, 
Jmd hangs, or droAVns, with half the trouble ; 
While thofe who fill 11 y purfbe 
The limplc, downright way and trwe, xo 
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Make as noluckly applications. 
And ftecr againfl Uie ftreain, their paffions : 
8ome forge their miftreiTes of ftars, 
And when the ladies prove averfe, 
Afld more untoward^ to be ^ ^a, -t^ 

Than by Caligula the moon. 
Cry out upon the ftars for doing 
HI ofices,. to Crofs their wo6ing; 
When only by^theinfelves they're hindered. 
For trufting thofe they made her kindred ; ao 
And iUU» the barflier and hidp-bouoder , 
1 he darofels prove, become the fonder. 
For what mad lov^r ever dy*d 
To gain a foft and gentle bride; 
Or for i» lady tender-hearted, aj 

In furling flreams or hemp departed? - 
Leap'd headlong iot* ElyGum, 
Thro' th* windows of a dazzling room? 
But for fome crofs ill-natur'd dame. 
The am'rous fty biimt in his flame. ' 30 

This to the Knight cobId1)e no news. 
With all mankind fo much in ufe; 
W ho therefore took the wifer i cour £b. 
To nuke the moft of his amours, 
Refoiv'd to try all forts of ways, 3^ 

As follows in due time and place. 
No fooner was the bloody fi^ht, 
Between the Wizard and the Knight» 
With all th' appurtenances, over, 
Buj he relapa'd again t* a lover : 4$ 

As he was always wont to do 
iS^h^n he had difcomfited a foe ; 
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And us'd the oniy antiqae philtres, 
Deriv'd from old heroic tilters* 
But now triamphaat and vi^orioos, . 45 

He held th' atchievement was too glorious 
For fuch a conqjaeror to meddle 
IfVith petty conflable or beadle ; 
Or fly for refuge to the ho&fe 
Of th' ions of coiH't and Chancery, Jufiioe; jo 
"Who might, perhaps, reduce his cauie 
To th' ordeal trial of the laws ; ^ 
"VIThere none efcape, but fudi as branded 
"With red*hot irons have pa&'d barerhanded; 
And if thty cannoc read oiie verfe 5$ 

V th* piams, mod fing it, and that's worie* 
He therefore judging it below him. 
To tempt a (hame the devil might owe him, 
Refolv'd to kave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him, to the jail^ 60 

To anfwer, with his vdlel, all 
That might diiaftroofly befall ; 
And thought it now (he litteft jan^re ' 
To give the Lady a rencounter, 
T' acquaint her with his expedition, 6§- 

<And cooqueft a*er the fierce Magician ; 
Defcrlbe the manner of the (ray. 
And (hew the fp<Hls he brought away ; 
His bloody icourging aggravate. 
The number of the blows, and weight ; fo 

All which might probably fucceed. 
And gain belief h* had done the deed. 
'Which he refolv'd t* enforce, and fpare> . 
No pawning of his ibul to fvear | 
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Rut rather thM prodace his back, 7 jt 

To fet hii confcience on the rack ; 

Alid io purfuaoce of his urging 

Of articles pcrfomi'd, and fconrging, 

And ali things tlSt a^ on his part. 

Demand delivVy of her hearty t9 

Her goods» and chattels, and good graoes^ 

Aad perfoDi up- to his embraces. 

Thought he, the ancient errant knights^ 

Won ali their ladies* hearts in fights;. 

And cut -whokgiantS'ioto- fritters, f^ 

And' put ihem into am'foas twitters ; 

Whofe ftubborn bowels fcom*d to yidd, 

Untili their galkints -were half kilFd : 

But when their bonea were drubb*d {0 {ore, 

They duf ft not wooe one eonabat more, 9a 

The ladies' hearts began to me^ 

Subdu*d by blows their loiters felt. 

So Spainifli heroes, with their lancet, 

At once wound bulk and ladies* fancies ; 

And he acquires the nobleft fpoufe 9^ 

That widows greateft herds of cows; 

7^en what may I exptft to do,- 

Who've quell *d fo vaft a bufalo ? 

Meanwhile the Sqptre was on his way^ 
The Knights late order to obey*, loa^ 

AVho feot him for a ftrong detachment 
"^beadlas, conftables and watchmen, 
T' attack the cunning^man, for plunder 
Commiied fafely on Ins lumber ; 
AVhen h4 who had ib lately fack' d S05 

The enemy, had done* the fa^,« 
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Jiad rifled all his poke%aod fobs» 
Of gim cracks, wlums, and jiggombobs, 
AVhich he by hook or crook bad gatherM, ^ 
And for his own tairefitioiia father 'd : ifo 

And when the^ fliooJdy at goal*deIiveryy 
Unriddle one anothei^s thBeyery, 
Both might have evidence enough^ 
To render neither halter proof: 
He thought it deff>efate to tarry, 1x5 

And ventur^-to be acceflary ; 
Bat rather wifely flipt his fetters. 
And leave them for the Knight^ his betters. 
He call'd to nind th' unjuft foul pla^ 
He would have offer 'd him that day, xaa 

To make him curry his own hide. 
Which no bcaft ever dfd^befide, 
"^'ithout all poffible-evafioQ, 
But of the- riding dffpenfation* 
And therefore* much about the hour tits 

The Knight (for reaibns told before) 
Refolv 'd to kave him to the fury 
Of juftice, and an unpack 'd jury ; 
The Squire ^ncur*d t' abandon faim^ 
And ferve'him in the felf-fajne trim ; 130 

T' acquaint the Lady w-hat h* haddooe^. 
And what he meant to carry en ; 
"What project Wa-s he went aboutv 
M'^hen Sidrophel and he fell out t 
His firm and'ftedfaft refolutionv r3^5 

To fwear her to an exeeuti^; 
To pawn his inhvard ears to marry h(rj 
bribe the dci«l himfelf to carry.hsr. 
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lo which both dealt, as i&they meaiit 

Their part^ fiiiatr to reprefeDt, r^ok 

AVA ndver fail'd, upte tlieir iiuurilig^ 

in any profpef oua vma-beariog. 

To lay thenfd^ea out* lo &p^ant- 

Sach other coufm*9rrmam faiot* 

Bat ere the Knight ooohl do his- pKrt, z^ 
The Sqaire had got fi> moeh the iitart, 
H' had to the Lady doMe bia-erraCKii 
And told her all his tricks afiKthaadi^, 
Jttft as he iinifK'd hit rep^rc^ 
The Knight attghted in the eouM; tSoi 

And having^ ty'd hi* beaft t* a pale*^ 
And taken time for both xt ik^hf 
He put his band and beard in ordefr 
The fprucer to accoft and board her : 
And now began t^ approMh the door« is$, 

Wheo.fhe, wh' hadipyUhmi out before, 
€0B vey*d th * tnformer out offigbt; . 
And went to eatertain the Knight r. 
With whom eneount'rhig, aiiser iongees 
Of humble and fubMiifive coc^eesr i6^ 

And all due eeremooiea p^id» ' . ^ 
He ftrok'd his beard,v aiid thtia he fiud,:. 

MadaiDf i do as is my duty » 
Honour the (hadow of your (hoe-tie: 
And now am corae» to bring fSar car* 16$ . 

A prefent you '11 be glad to hear; 
At leafl: I hope fq. The thiag'a dfine^ , 
Or may I never fee t{ie fan ; 
Wot which i hnmbiy now detnaod. 
Performance at your gentle hapd; ^ s79». 
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,And that you*d jpleafe to do yoar part> 

As I have done mine ta.my fmait. % . 

.With- that he ihi ugg'dhis ftardy back. 
As if he felt his,(homlders ake. 
But (he, who well enough knew what 175 

(Before he fpoke) be would beat» 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The myftery of what he meanM;, 
And therefbre wiih'd him to expoond 
His dark expreifions, lefs profoand. ' 'l8« 

Madam, quoth he, I come to prove . 
How much I've fuffer'd for your love, 
Which (like, your votary) to win 
I have not fpar'd my tattered fkin; 
And for thofe meritorious la(bes». 1^5 

To claim your favotir and good graces* 

Qudth (he, 1 do remember once 
I. freed you from th * xnchanted fconce ; 
And that you, promised fdr that favour. 
To bind your back to.'ts good behaviopr, 190 
And for my fake and fcrvice vow'd 
To lay upon't a heavy load. 
And what nwould bear, t* a fcrupic proves 
As other knights do oft make love ; 
Which whether you have done or nor ^95 
Concerns yourfelf, not me, to know. 
But if you have, 1 (hall co^fefs, . 
You're hopefter than I could guefs. 

Quoth he. If you fufpe^l my troth» 
I cannot prove it but by oath : 
And if you make a. queftion on*t, 
I'll pawn my foul that I have donc't; 
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And he that inakct bis Ibnt liia fsrttyv 
I tiiink does gitea the hefl? fbcof 'cf . « 

Qaoth file; Soiae fiuy', the foal^sleciire 205 
Againft diftrefles and feviettore ; . 
is free from aftnm, and exempt 
prom executiottiiand cbatempt i 
And to be fammon'd to- appear 
In the other world's HIegal here. ai0 

And therebre few- make any accoQftt' 
Iff what incitmbraiioes they rao*t.. 
For moft men carry things fo e^eor 
Between this world, and htfll» and heavesv 
Withont the leaft ofience ta either, %i$ 

They freely deal in all together; 
And equally abhor td qnit 
^This world for borh» dr b«h for it ^ 
And when the^ pawn, and xlamn tShdr fodb^ 
They are but pris'hert on paroJes* Ia9 

For thaty qaoth he, 'tis ratioQal» 
They nnty b' aceonotabie iff ^aily 
For when there is that interconHe 
Between divine and humaa powV9, 
That aii that we determine here itts 

Commands obedience cv'ry uherc; 
When penalties may be commnred 
For fines, or ears, and executed ; 
It follows, nothtftg binds fb fad 
As fouls in pa^itrify and mortgage paft; %yfy 

For oaths arsg odiy tefts and feats 
0f right and wrorfjr, of i^roe and* faf fe 
And there's no cither way to try 
The doubts of law and jifftke ty. 
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Quoth (he, Whati^HfOyi^OliUfwe^r'f a|i 
There's no believing tiil I h^re: 
For till they're anderSpoA* $U Ules 
(JUike nonfenfe) are noi KUe 0r £|lfe* 

Quoth he» When I rc^v'd X* obfy > 
What yog iioppungnded l' other dsy, a40 

'And to perform m^ c^ttmfe^ 
(As f(J)o<4s «re wq9t}> ^>^ 9Pttr fair eyes: 
To jivoid all fcn^^e* to the iuijle» 
I went to do't \\pon the :pkce« 
But as the c%ftle is ioefaanted «45 

By Sidro^hel the vitchy. that haomed. 
With evil fpitits, as y^OQ kiK>w» 
Wlio took my^qture and aw fo''two$ 
Before I'd hardlii time to Iffy 
My weapons by» and-difarray, ^io 

I heard a foraiida)4e aoiie. 
Loud as the Stencro^hoMC voice. 
That roar'd fan off, E^iMtefa and fbip, 
I'm ready with the infemai whip. 
That (hall 4liteft ihy ribs of fkin^ . %$$ 

To expiate thy ling'ring lio. 
Th' hail bcoke perfidioufly thy oath. 
And not performed thy piighled troth; 
Bnt fpar'd thy renegado back» 
When th' hadft fo great a prize at ftaloe: 969 
Which now the Fates hath order'd me 
For penance and revenge to flay, 
U^eis thou pre^ntly make hafte. 
Time is, time was. And thfcrc it c<iat'd» 
With which, tho' ftartled, I coiifelSf f^ 

Yet th' horror of the thing was lefii- 
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Thtn th' other difmal apprehenfion 

Of ioterraption and preveDtioo : 

And therefore fnatchiog up the rod, 

I laid upon my back a load ; %ym 

Refolv'd to fpare no flefh and blood. 

To make my word and honour good : 

^iU tir'd, and taking truce at leJigth , 

For new recmitt of breath and ftrength, 

I hit the blows ilUl ply'd as faft» %7S 

As if th' 'ad been by lovers plac'd. 

In raptures of Platonic lafhing, 

Aod chafte contemplatiye bardafliing : 

When facing haftily about. 

To ftand upon my guard and f coot, iSo 

I found th' infernal cuontog-man. 

And th* under witqh his Caliban, . 

With fcourges (like the Furies) arm'd, 

That on my outward quarters florm'd. 

In haile I fnatch'd my weapon op, aS; 

And gave the hellish rage a ibp : 

Gaird thrice upOnyour name, and fell 

Courageoufly on Sidrophd : 

Who, now tiansform'd himfelf t' a bear. 

Began to roar aloud, and tear ; S90 

When I as furioufly prefs'd on. 

My weapon down his throat to run ; 

Laid hold on him ; but he broke loofe. 

And turned himfelf into a goofe, 

Piv'd under water in a pood, ^ 195 

To hide himfelf fiom being found. 

In VAio I fought him; but as foon 

JiM 1 pereeiv'd him fled and gone, 
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Prepar'd with «qual hafte and rage^ 
His ander-forcerer t' engage 3^ 

But bravely fconiing to defile 
My fword with feeble blood ^nd vile; 
1 judge it better from a quick- 
Set hedge to cut a kaotted ftick, 
"With which I fnrioufly laid on ; ^5 

Till in a harfli and doleful tone 
It roar'dy O hold for pity, ^r : 
I am too great a fufferer, 
Abtts'd, as you have been, b* a witch^ 
But conjur'd int* a-worfe caprich : 3x0 

Who fends me out on many a jaunts 
Old houfes in the night to haunt. 
For opportunities to improve 
Defigns of thievery or love; 
With drugs convey 'd in drink or meat, ^fj 
All feats of witches counterfeit. 
Kill pigs and geefe with powder'd glais. 
And make it for inchantment pais ; 
With cow-itch meazle like a l^per. 
And choak with fumes of Guiney pepper; jao 
Make letchers and their punks with dewtry 
Commit fantaftical advowtry; . 
Bewitch Hermetic men to run 
Stark ftaring mad with- manicon ; 
Believe mechanic vtrtuofi 395 

Can raife 'era mountains in Ptotoil ; ■ 
And, iUlier than the antic fools. 
Take ueafure for a heap of coals ; 
Seek out for plants with figaatares, 
To quack of uniy^rfal cures ; $ 30 

+ X 
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With figures groufidiraptacloCglaft^ . 

Make people on their htads to pjifs 2 

And mighty heaps of drift iMCfvafe» 

ReHeaed from & iift|^ piMt: 

To draw in fools, wboft iuk*v^ itolMt $$$ 

Incline perpetually to witches ; 

Aodkeep me in continftal f«arsy • 

And danger of my nedt and tmk t 

AVhen leis delinquents h«ve been fcouf^'d^ 

Aifd hemp on wooden anvils fttig'dt 349 

W h ich ot h^fii fbfr cr'aiaer ^baw. worn 

Abo^t their necks^ and todk a citrki. 

1 pity*d the hd pimifhnfeot.* 
The wretched caitiff underwent. 
And held my drubbing of lits beaes ^4$ 

Too great an honour for pokroncs; 
For ^nights arc bound to feet 00 blows 
From paltry and uae^al foes. 
Who when tl^y flalb voi^ tut to ptecte^ 
Do all with civcleft addre^ : 3.50 

Their iiorfes never fjivc a bloiw. 
But when they moke a kg and b6W. 
I.therefbre fpar*dhii &cfh> and prdfs'd him 
About the witch with numy a qckeilion* 
Qi^oih he, For many years be drove SSS 

A kind of broken-'trade in iove; 
Ilmp!oy*d in al] th' intrigues srad trail 
of feeble fpeculative luft; 
Procurer to th* extravagancy 
And crazy ribaldry of fancy, )6o *^ 

By thofe the deVit had forfook. 
As things btlow him, .to provoke. 
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But b*ing i Yirtoofi, able 
To fmatter, quack, and cant, and dattile> 
lie held his taleoc moft adrcut j^5 

For any myflical exploit; * 

As others of his tribe had done, 
And rais'd their prices three to ohe. 
For one prediding pimp has th' od Js 
Of chauJdrons of plain do\Tnright bawdo* jio 
But as 90 elf (the devil's vakt) 
Is not fo flight a thing to get; 
Fot thofe that do his bas'nefs beft^ 
In hell are as'd the ruggedcft; 
Befarc fo meriting a perfoa 37^ 

CouM get a grant, bat in reverfion»' * 
Heferv'dtwo 'prentifiiips, and longer »' 
r th • myftVy of a lady-monger. 
For (as foine write) a witch's ghaft> 
As foon as from the body 2oos\iy $80 

Becomes a puny imp itfelf. 
And is another's witch*s elf. * 
He, after fearching far and near. 
At length found one in Lancafliife, 
With whiim he bargain'd beforehand, i%s 

And, afcec hanging, entertaln'd. 
Since which h' has playvi a thoufand featft, ' 
'And pra^flis'd all mechanic cheats t » 

Transform'd himfelf to th' ugly (hapes 
Of wolves and bears, baboons and apss; 390 
"Which he has vary'd more than witches. 
Or Pharaoh's wizards cou'J their (Witches, 
And all with whom h' has h^ to do, 
Tucn'd to as moofttQus figures |oo% . . 

X % 
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Witoefi myfelf, vifhom W has abns'd, 595 

And to this beaftly (faape redtic'd» 

By feeding me on beans and peeie» 

He crams in nafly crevicesy 

And turns to comfits by bis arts» 

To make me relifh for diflertS) 400 

And one by one; with (hame and fear^ 

lick Qp the caftdy'd pcorender. 

Befide— — — — Bot at V was rooning oo. 

To tell what other feats he bad done» 

The Lady ft6pt his full eareery * 405 

And told him now 'twas time to hear. 

If all thofe things, faid fticj be true — 

TheyVe all» qiioth he, I fwear by you. 

Why then» iaid fhe> that Sideophei 

Has damn'd himfelf to th' pit of hell ; 410 

Who, mounted on a broom the nag. 

And hackney of a Lapland hag. 

In quell of you came hither poft* 

Within an hour» I'm fure^ at moft ; 

Who told me all you fwear and fay. 41^ 

Quite contrary another way;. 

Vow*d that you came to him to know * 

If you (hould carry me or no ; 

And would hare hir^d him and hit imps^ 

To be your match*makers and pimps» 44a 

T* engage the devil on your fide» 

And fteal (like Proferpine) your bride. 

But he difdaining to embrace 

So filthy a dedgn and baie. 

You fell to vapooring and huifiag» 4SI 

And drew upon him like a ruffian. 
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Surprised him meartly unpre^r!d, 
Before h* had time to cnou&t his gUard: 
And^eft him dead upon the ground* 
With many a braife and defp'rite wound s 430 
Swore yoQ'had broke, and rebb'd hishoofc. 
And ftole his talifmamque loufe. 
And ail his new-found old idventionsi 
With flat fdooious intentitoi. 
Which he could bring out, where he had, . 435 
And what he bought them for* and paid ; 
His fl^a, his morpioh* and punefe,,. 
H* had gotten for his proper eaiie. 
And all in perfe^ minutes tnade. 
By th' ablefl: artift of the trade ; 44« 

Which (he cduld prove it) (ince he loi!:, 
He has been eaten up aJ mod; 
And altogether might amount ^ 
To many hundreds on account r 
For which h' had gotten fuificiefit i^arrant 44> 
To feize the malefadlbrS. errdot. 
Without capacity bf bail. 
Bat of a cart's or horfe's tail ; 
And did not doubt to bring the wretches. 
To ferve for pendulums to watches, . 550 

Which, modem virtuofos iky. 
Incline to hanging evVy way, 
Beflde he fwore, and fworc 'twas true. 
That eie he went in queft of you. 
He fet a Bgate to difcover 455 

If you were fled to Rye or Dover; 
And found it clear,, that, to betray 
Yourfelves and me, you fled this way ; . 

X 3 
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And that he was upon pariiiit. 

To take you fomevhere hereabeut. 44» 

He vow*d he had intelligence 

Of all that pais'd before and fince ; 

And foondy that ere you.canie to hinii 

Y' had been engaging life and limbi 

About a cafe of tender confdence, 46X 

Where both abounded in your own fenfe; 

Tjll Ralpho, by his ligtit and grace, 

Had clear'd all fcmples in the cafe ; 

And proT'd that you might fwear and own 

"Whatevcr'sby the wicked done.. 470 

For which, moft bafely to requite 

The fervice of his gift and -light. 

You ftrore t* oblige him by main force^ 

To fcourge his ribs inftead'of yours ; 

Qut that he ftood upon his guard, 475 

And all your rapouring out-dar 'd : 

l^^or which, between you both, the feat- 

Has never been performed as yet. 

While thus the Lady talked, the Knight 

Turn'd th' outfide of his^ eyes to white» 480 

(As mt0 of inward light are wont- 

To turn theit. optics in upon*t). 

He wondei'd how .(he came to know 

What he had done, and:meantto.do; 

Held up hii afiidavit-faand, 4t4. 

As if h' had been to be arraign'di 

Gaft towards the door a ghafUy look. 

Id dread of Sidfophel, and {poke. 
Madam, if but one word be true 

Qf all the cWizard has told ycu, 49? • 
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Or bat one fingle circamftftnce 
In ail th' apoayphal romance. 
May dreadful earthquakes fwallow down- 
This vefiel, thatis all your own; 
Or may the heavens fall, and cover 4^5 

Thefe reliques of your conftant lover. 
You have provided well, quoth fhe^ 
(1 thank yott), for yourfelf and me ; 
And (hewn your Prefhyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jefoits. 50O 

A moft compendious way, and civil. 
At once to cheat the world, the devil. 
And heav'n and hell, yourfelves and thoie 
On whom you vainly think t' impofe 
Why then, quothhe, may hell furprize- — J05 
That trick, faidfhe, will not pafs (wice ; 
1 Ve learnM'how far I'm to believe 
Your pinning oaths upon your jQeeve. 
But there's a better w4y of clearing [ing : 

What you would prove, than downright fwear- 
For if yon have performed the feat, 5x1 

The blows are vifible as yet, 
Enough to ferve for fatisfadlion . 
Of oicefl fcruples in the a^ion. 
And if you can produce thofe knobs, 515 

Altho' they're but the witch's drubs, 
IrJl pafs them all upon account, 
Au if your natVal fdf-had done't; 
Provided that tifey pafs th' opinion 
Of able juries of old women ; j JIO 

Who, us'd to judge of matter of fade 
Eor bellies, may dd fo for backs^ 
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Madam, quoth b€» your lovs^f a railUoQ: 
To do 18 left than to bo willingt 
As I am, were ic in my power 515 

T obey, what you command, and more. 
But for performing what you bid* 
I thank you as modi as if I did* 
You know I ought to have a care 
To keep my wounds from taking air ; 53« 

For wounds in thofe that ar« all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part« . 

I find, quoth (he, my goods and chattels 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battles: 
For ftill the longer we contend, 5jj 

We are but farther off the end. 
But granting now we (hould agree* 
What is it you expeft from me ? 
Your plighted faith, quoth he, and word 
You pafs'd in heaven on record, 540*. 

Where all contra<5ls, to have and t' hold. 
Are ^verlaftingly inroll'd. 
And if *tis counted treafon here 
I'o raze records, 'tis much more there 

Quoth fhe, There are no bargains driv*iiy 545 
Nor marriages clap*d up in heav*n; 
And that's the reafon, as f^mc guefs, . 
There is no heav'a in marriages ; 
Two things that naturally prcfs ' 
Too narrowly, to be at eafe. 550 

Their bus'nefs there is only lovf^ 
Which marriage is not like t' improve. 
Love that's too gen'rous to abide 
To be againft its nature ty *d ; 
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For where 'tis of itfelF inclin'fl, S5S 

It breaks loofe where it is coDiin'd: 

And like the foul, its harbourer^ 

Debarr'd the freedom of the air» 

Difdains againfl its will to ftay» 

But ftrugg?es out^ and fiies away: * j6o 

And therefore never can comply 

T* endnre the matrimonial tie. 

That binds the female and the male, 

Where th' oni is but the other's bail ; 

Like Roman goalets, when they flept, 5^5 

Chain*d to the priibners they kept; 

Of which the true'and faithfuirft lover 
*G!ves beft (ccurity, to fuffer. 

Marriage is but a beaib, fo/ne &y> 

That carries dottble in ibul way ; 5t^ 

And therefore 'tis not to b' admir'd 

It ftould fo fbddenly be tir'd:; 
* A bargain at a venture made> 

Between two partners in a trade, 

(For what's inferr'd by t' have and t* hokl> |7J 

Bur fomething paft away, and ibid ?) 

That as it makes but one of two. 

Reduces all thing dfe as low : 

And at the beft is but a mart 

Between the one and th' other part,. j8e 

That on the marriage -day is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is laid ; 

And all the refl: gS' better or worfe, 

Both are but lofers out of purfe. 

For when upon their ungot heirs l<5 

Th' entail themfelves, and all that*) theirs^ 
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What blinder barsato e'er was drw'o* 
Or wager laid at fix and fcven? 
To pafs themfelves away, and torn 
Their childrens t<naots cte th^yVe bom ? jffo 
Beg one another idiot 
The guardians, ere they are begot: 
Or ever fhall perhapt, by th' one^ 
Who*8 bound to vouch *tm for his ovo^ 
Tho* got b' implicit geoerationy S95 

And genVal dub of all the ofttioa: 
For which ihe*i fortify'd do lefa 
Then all the ifland with four Aas : 
Exadts tbe tribute of her dow'r. 
In ready infolence. and powV: dc6 

And makes him paft away,»to have 
^Wlnd hoId» to her, himff If, hec fla^e, 
M ore wretched than an ancient villaioi , 
£ondemD'd to drudgery and tiiiiag; 
While all he does upon the by, . ^ 

She is not bound to juflify, 
Nor at the proper coft and charge 
Maintain the feats he does at large. 
Such hideous fots w^re tbofe obedieat 
Old vafTals to their ladies recent; ^to 

To give the cheats the eldeft hand 
In foul play, by the laws o' th' iand) 
For which fo many a legal cudcold 
Has been run down in courts, and crudded : 
A law that nioft unjuiftly yokes 
All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokei, tfsj 

Without diilin^ion of degree, 
Coodttiop, age, or quality; 
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Admits no powV of revocation. 

Nor valuable confideration, 620 

Nor writ of error, nor reverfe 

Of judgment fjaft, for better or worfe : 

Will not allow the privileges 

That beggars Challenge under hedges, 

AVho when they're gviev'd, can make dead horles 

Their fpiritual judges of divorces ; 6a6 

While nothing elfe but rem in re 

Can fet the proirdeft 'wretches free ; 

A flavery fieyond mduring, 

But that tis ofthcir oVfe procuring: 630 

As fpiders never feA die ily, 

I^ut leave him of himfclf t' apply; 

So men are by thcmfeivcs em'ploy*d 

To quit the freedom they cnjoy'd, 

And run rhefr necks ?nto a noafe iSjj 

They'd break *erh after to get loofe. 

As fome whom death \lrould not depart, 

Havi done the fate themfbfves by art; 

JLike Indian widows, gone to bed 

In Darning curtains oi the dead ; 640 

And men as often dangled for't. 

And yet wiH never leave the fport. 

Nor do ihe ladies wairt eJ^uft 

For all the ftratagems they ufe. 

To gain th ' advantage of the fet, 645 

And lurch the aniVous rook and cheat. 

Tor as the Pythagorean foid 

Rons through all beafts, and fifti, and fowl. 

And has a fmack of cv*ry one ; 

So love does, at^d has ever done. 650 
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And therefore tho' 'tis ne'er fo food. 

Takes ftrangely to the vagabond. 

*Ti8l>at an ague thatts r^erft, 

Whoie hot fit takes the patient firfl. 

That after bums with cold as much 6ss 

As ir'n in Greenland does the touch ; 

Melts in the furnace of deiire« 

JLrike glaisy that's but the ice of fire ; 

Antl when his heat of fancy's oyer. 

Becomes as hard and frail a lover. 660 

For when he*s with the love-fiowder laden. 

And prim'd and eock'd by Mils, or Madam, 

The fmalleft fparkle of an eye 

Gives fire to his artillery ; 

And off the loud oaths go, bat while " 66s 

They're in the very aA, recoil. 

Hence 'tis, fo few dare take their chance 

Without a fep'rate maintenance : 

And widows, who have try*d doe lover, 

Truft none again, till th' have made over; ^70 

Or if they do, before they marry, 

The foxes weigh the gcefe they carry^ 

And ere they venture on a ftream. 

Know how to (ize themfelves and them. 

Whence witti'ft ladies always diuie 6^5 

To undertake the heavieft g^ofe. 

For now the world h grown fo wary. 

That few of either fex dare marry. 

But rather truft on tick t' amours. 

The crofs and pile /or bett'r or wode: 69o 

A mode that is held honourable^ 

As well as French, and faihionable. 
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For when it falls out for the beft. 
Where both are incomraoded leaft^ 
In foul and body two unite, 6ts 

To make up one hermaphrodite : 
Still amorous, and fond, and billing, 
Like Philip and Mary on a fhiiiing, 
Th' have mere pun<5Hlios and capriches 
Between the petticoat'^and breeches, 690 

More petulant extravagancies, 
Than poets make 'em itf romances ; 
Tho* when their heroes 'fpoufe the dames. 
We hear no more of charms and fiames : 
For then their late 'sxttidl-s dedloe, ' ' ^9S 

And turn as eager as prick'd'wine ; 
And all their caterwauling tricks. 
In earneft to as jealous piques : 
Which the Ancients wifely fignify'd. 
By th' yellow mantaus of the bride ^ 700 

For jealoufy is bat a kind • 
Of dap and crrncum of the mind. 
The natural efeas of love, 
As other fiames and aches ptote? * 

But all the raifchief is, the doubt 705 

On whofe account they fiiil broke ouu 
For though Chioefes go to bed, 
And lie in; in their ladies ftead, • • • 

And for the pains they took before, • • 
Are nurs*d asad pamper *d to do more ; f {# 

Our green men do it worfe, when th* hap 
To fall in labour with a-'clap ; 
Bodi lay the child to one another : 
But who's the fathei^, ' who the mether, - - 
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T'tt hard to fay ia piultiiQdeu 745 

Or who impoited. thu FfMck siM4a» 

B«i health and ficknefa b*tog all qq^ . 

Which both before eofB^^d to. owo* 

And are not with, their bodies lH»|iDd. 

To worfiiip only whsa theyie ibosd*. pm 

Both give aod taka.tbcir .«gaal ihaE«% 

Pi til they fq^ hy .faU« WMf»: ;. 

A fate no lover caot di^ft 

With all his oMHiMi*. wi,. and axt« 

For 'tvii»Tiiuitotiuiik.ta9ie6 • 745 

z\ womaivby a9ff«firM$» ;. 

Thgt paint andi vnHb ibssv iopcf faSums: 

Of intelle^at ccMOpIt siqiiq ^ . 

And daub their ,temfiei)i. o */8K wilh. wafets . 

As artificial as thejis faces ; . . f jft 

Wear> und^r.mor^Qiddai* their takoM. . , 

AM mother-w!tta» bf Aira thnr gatiams. ; 
UntilltheyVehaniper'diiiiiVh^a^fe,. . . 
Too fafl to dre^mrOf^br4akipg;lAoA V ; ^ . 
When all the flaws th^yfir we: tp,)|i(i%. f^ 
Are made uore4i:(f|^ witliilhe.biidQK ; . 

Thiit with her w«ddlngclQafh»aodi»i&f# , > 
Her complfifiio«^apdgcxiiik&i : 
Tries all her arts, tQitAke>«poii>h^ 
The government, feom tb' mfyjomrm i . .94A 
Until the wr^t^ ifrgJSui t<^ w»v«^ 
Hi^lawful righ», ^tiMTi*lp«r.fl;*v». 
Find all his havif^ and hift headings . 
Reduc'd t' eternal liQi&^a^diiit^ldiQgl' 

The coiyugal ffettW[d>. tl^MeHTft MS 

Down all iWI§HjJifi^<<rf^a^^ 
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And makes the Toyage oFthe tDngtte 

Tor all their leathern flirelds too ftrtJng ; 

When only arm*d'"wtth notfb afid na?h. 

The female fiBc-'worm^ ride t!ie males, 750 

Transform '«m into rams "afiTd goats. 

Like Sirens with their charming notes ; 

Sweet as a fcreech-owi's ferenade. 

Or thofe inchaimng murmars made 

By th* hufband mandrake and the \^5fe, * '^S^ 

Both buryM (1?fce themfeWcs') aVive. 

Qgoth he, Thefe reafons are but flrainS' 
Of wanton, over-heated brains, 
"Which ralliers in their wit m drink. 
Do rather wheedle with, than think. 7^ 

Man was not man in paradife. 
Until he was created twice. 
And had his better half, his britfe, 
Carv'd from th' original, his fide, 
T* amend his natoraf defe<fhr, >^Cs 

And perfc<fl his recruited fex ; 
Enlarge his breed, it once, and leiftn 
The pains and laborrr of etrcrcafing. 
By changing them for other cares. 
As by his dry*d «p pa^ appear*. 7*rt3 

His body, that ftupendotre fratne. 
Of all the world the anagr«», 
Is of two equal parts com padl, 
J a ihape and fyramctry cKaft, 
O f whi ch t!rt left irnrd female (Ide 7 7 j 

Is to the manly right a bride; 
Both join'd together with fuch art. 
That nothing clfc but death cati part, 

Y * 
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Thofe hcav'nlyattradls of yours, yoor eyes,* 

And face, that all the world furprtfe, jZo 

That dazzle all that look upo^ ye, . 

Ai^d fcorch all other ladies tawoy; 

Thofe ravifhiog and charming graces. 

Are all made up of two half faces. 

That in a matheroatic line, 785 

Like thofc in other heavens, join. * 

Of which, if either grew alone, 

*Twould fright as much to look upon : 

And £q would that fweet bud ypur lip. 

Without the other's fellowfhip. 790 

Our nobleft knfcs ad by pairs. 

Two eyes to fee, to hear two ears ; 

Th' intelligencers of the mind. 

To wait upon th^e foul dcfign'd; - y 

Bvrt thofe that lerve the body alone, 7^^ 

Are fingje, and confio'd to one. 

The world is but two parts, that raeetj 

And clofe avth' equinodial fit ! 

And fo arc all the works of nature 

Stamp'd with her fignature on matter : 8ot> 

Which all her creatures, to a leaf. 

Or fmalleft blade of grafs, receive. 

Afl whidi fuffidently declare 

How 'ntirely marriage is her care, 

The only method that (he ufes, 805 

In all <he wonders {he produces. 

And thofe that take their rules from her,' - 

Can never be deceiv'd, nor err. ' . ' 

For what fecures the civil life 

But pawns of children, and a wife ? . • 810 
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That iy, like hoftago^ nc ftafce^ 

To pay for all nea uKfertake; 

To yfhom it is as Aece&ry, 

As to be born aad breathe, lo manf ; 

Souniverfaly alliQaakiad ^ts 

In nothing elfe is of one miocL 

For in what ilupid age* or nacioa^ 

Was marriage ever out of fa(hioo f 

Unlefs among the Amazons, 

Or cIoiiler*d Friars, and Veilal Nuns;. $zo 

Or ftoickf, who, to bar the freaks. 

And loole excefles of thefex, 

Prepoft'roufly wou*d have all women 

Turn 'd up to all the world in common*. 

Tho' men woi^d find fuch mortal feuds 8sj. 

In (haring of their public goods, 

'Twould put them to more charge of lives^ 

Than they're fupply 'd with now by wires: 

Until they graze, and wear their doaths, 

As beafb do, of their native growths.; Bso- 

For fimple wearing^of their horns^. 

Will not fufficc to ferve their turns. 

For what can we pretend t' inheiit, 

Unlefii the marriage- deed will bear it? 

Could claim no right to lands or rents, ^i^ 

But for our parents* iettlemeots ; 

Had been but younger Ions o* th' earth,, 

Debarred it alf, but for our birth* 

IVhat honours, or eftates of peeiv 

Coo'd be prefer V 'd, bdt by their Ixetrs ; $4^^ 

And what fecurity maintains 

right and title, but the baaes ^ 
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What crowns could be htreditary, 

If greateft monarchs did not marry. 

And with their coaforts coafttmiiiate S4 j 

Their weigh tieft intereft of finite ^ 

For all the amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peace or war. 

Or what but marriage has a charm 

The rage of empires, to diiarm? gjo 

Make blood and defolation ceafe, 

And fire and fword unite in peace, 

When all their fierce contefb for forage 

Conclude in articles of marriage? 

Nor does the genial bed provide ' 9ss 

Lcfs for the int^refts of the bride; 

Wh6 eife had not the Icaft pretence 

T' as much as due bencTOlence ; 

Could no more title take upon her 

To virtue, quality, and honour* 9$a 

Than ladies errant; unconfin'd; 

And'femme-coverts to* all'mar^'nd. 

All women would be of" one piece, 

The virtuous matron,, and the mifs; 

The nympUs of chafte Diana's train, tCy 

The.fame with thoft in Lewkner*s lane, 

Bert* for the dffffetcnce matriage makes 

*Twixt wives, and'Iadres of the lakes: 

Befides, the joys 6f place and births.. * 

The fcx'sparadift on earth; 870 

A privilege fo facred held; ^ 

That none will to their mothers yield;. 

But rather than not go before,* 

Abandon heaVcn at-the door,. 
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Andif thMadalgetatlawdnows * 875 

A greater freedom to thefpoufe; 

The reafoD is, becaufe the wife 

Runs greater hazards of her life ; 

Is trailed with the form and matter- < 

Of all mankind, by careful Nature^ StoM 

Where man brings nothing bat the ftoff 

She frames the wondrous fabric of :* * 

Who therefore, in a flrait, may freely 

Demand the clergy of her belly : 

And make it fave her the iame way* . ZZ$ 

It feldom mifTes to betray: 

Unlefs both parties wifely enter 

Into the liturgy indenture. 

And tho' fome fhs- of fmall conteil 

Sometimes fall out among the beft ; SqOt 

That is no niore than every lorer 

Docs from his hackney- lady fuffer; 

That makes no breach of faith and Jove, 

But rather (fometimes) ferves t 'improve; 

For as, in running, ev*ry fpace S951 

Is but between two legs a race* 

In which both do their uttcrmoft 

To get before and win the poft : 

Yet when they're at their race's ends. 

They're ftilFas kipd and con flant friends, 90^ 

And to relieve their wearinefs,. 

B^ turns give one another eafe r 

Sd aJl thefe falife alarms of ftrife 

Between the hufband and the wife^ 

And little quarrels, often prove 905 

To be butncwrccruiis-of lever 
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vn»n thoie wh' ^ne 9iv^yt kipd of coy^ 

Id tioK mo^ either tire or cLoy. 

Nor are their loudeft cUmoors oiore^ 

Tlian at Uiey're relifli* jf. fweet or £pur :: 9^9 

Like roufic» thatpcore^ had or gpodt 

jf^ccprding a» 'tis iwderftopd^ 

k) all amowt a ioner baros. 

With frowo9» aji well aji finHes, by tar9»$ 

And hearu have beeo u oh with iUUeo^ 91$ 

As chamung looks, iurpriz'd and fbkii» 

Tkegn why (hq«ld mere bewitching daioow 

Some lovers not as much eaamour f 

For diicords make the fweeteft ^irs. 

And curies are a kind of prayers ; 9^ 

Too night alloys £otr all thofe gtasd 

F^iivities by marua^^ gaia 'd. 

For nothing elie has pow'f to fettle 

Th * intereiU of lov« perpetual; 

An 3L& and deed* that siakes oi&e heart gskp 

Become aAOther'$ couxu^part^ 

And paffis fines 00 faith aadlove^ 

Inroll'd and regifter*d abo?e4i. 

To feal the flippery knots of vows, 

Which nothing elie but death can looIe» 930^ 

And what feairity*s too ftrong* 

Ta guard that gentle hean from wrong*. 

That to his friend is glad to p^ 

Itfelf away,, and all it h^ ; 

And, like an anchorite, giv«s over ,9i^ 

This world, for th* heaven of a favor i 

I grant, quoth fhe» tb«i:eare,^^fe\i^. 
Who take that courf«?».s«d.fifl4tt.tMC|. 
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Burt millions whom the fame doesJeotencje, 
To Heaven b' another way, repentaaee. 94O 
Love's arrows. are but ihot at roversi 
Tho' all they hit -they torn to loy^ers; 
And all the weighty confequents - 
Depend upon more blind events, , • ' 

Than gameflers, when they play a fet 94X 

With greateftcunning^'at piquet, f .. 
Put out with caution t but take in 
They know, not what^ .unilghc, uofeen, ' 
For what do lovers^ when they're ^Jk 
In one another's arms embraced,, ^sP 

But ftrive to plunder and convey 
Each other, like a prize, away ? 
To change the property of felvesj • • 

As fucking children are by elves ?^ 
And if they ufe their perfons foi • 9SS 

What will they to their fortunes do ? 
Their fortunes, the perpetual aims 
Of all their ecftacies and £ames. 
For when the money's on the book, 
And, tf// «; w(?r</i^ ^M^i— but fpokc $6» 

(The formal livery and feifin 
That puts a lover in poffef&on), 
Th^at all alone the bridegroom's wedded. 
The bride a flam, that's fuperfeded. 
To that their faith is dill made good, 965 

And all the oaths for us they vow*d. 
For when we pnce refign our powers, 
yf* have nothing left we can call ours :■ 
.Our motley's now become the mifs. ... 
Ofall yourHves-andfetvices; ^7*^ 
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And 1115 ibrfa&da «nd ^clftpoa*^^ 

Wax bawds t« -whit before we own'i ; 

Wbich as it tnade y* it €rft gatltat ns, 

So now hires others to fbpplant trs> ' 

Until 'tis all turned ont -of doors, 975 

(As we had been") for new aoMrtirs. 

For what did «rer lielrefs yet. 

By being bom to lordfhif^s net? 

When the more lady ihe'-s cfnitnoirrs. 

She's bat expos'd to «xore trepanners. ^ 

Pays for their projefts and deigns, 

And for her own deftraAion fines ; ^ 

And does but tempt them wtti lier ricbesy 

To ufe them as the devil does Wrtches: 

Who takes it for a special grace', ^} 

To be their cufly for a fpace, 

TIttt, when the time's expifd, the'drarefs 

For ever mary become his Taffjds ; 

So flic, bcwiteh'd by rook^ a«rf fpints, 

Betrays herfelf, «nd ail ih* inhcritf; 9^ 

Is bought and fold, }Hce llolen goods. 

By pimps, and matchmakers, and bawds ; 

Until they force her to confty, 

And fteal the thief hhnlelf away. 

Thefe are the eTeHafting fruits ^yj 

Of all your palKonate iovc-fuits, 

TV efFcds trf* all your am'rous fancies, 

To portions and ifiberitanceB; 

Your lovc-fick rapture for fruition ' ] 

Of dowry, )ointnre, and tuition; ice« 

To which you make addrcls in coTrrffhip, 

And with your boifies fttirt to Worftil^, 
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Of love too for the moUMec's i^kp* xqqs 

For thefe you pUy at purp^iby 

And love your loires: with A'ft> and B*»; 

For thefe at Befts and rOmbx*. W90», . , 

iVndwplay for love and OMiMi to^i 

Strive who fhaU be the abkftmaxi 

At right gallaoting: of a^fan ; : . . iciQ 

And who the moil g^teely hrod > 

At fucking of a vizor-head ; 

£[ow beft t* aecoit ua ia all (yiar.teis«, . > 

T* our queftion-and-comtaaadrDiew gactei^i;. 

And folidiy difcc^uLie upon. io<^ 

All forts of dreifes^m aad.c0«. 

For there*a oo my>ftei^ nor trade;» . • i < 

But in theart oflovei^^made^ ■ . , "' 

And when yon have more debts ta payj^ 

Than Michaelmas. and.Lady-da|^, ro^a. 

And no wfty< pQiSble to do't 

But love, aod oaths*. aiidL refklefi Cut,. 

To us y ' appf^ tQ. pay the. tbpres 

Of all yo^r cully*d» paft amours * 

A<ft o*er your flame& and darts ajg^ain^ , . 104^ 

And chat ge us with your w ounds and pain,. 

Which others* influences bn^ iioce. 

Have cbarm'd your nofest with*, and fliins, , 

For which the fiirgenais.uniuid^ 

And like to be, without our aid* jQjpi 

Lord 1 what an am'rous thing i» waut { 

How debts and mortgages enchant 1 

Uliat graces muO: that lady hav^ 

That can from e;3i;e9udoa iaveJ. 
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What charmtf th^t c^tn reTerfb extent, * xoss 

Aod'QuU decree and exigent ! 

What magical attracts and graces, 

Hiat can redeem ftwn fiire fatias f 

Front bonds and fhttutes can difcharge. 

And from contempts of courts enlarge ! ]:o4* 

Thefe are the higheft excellencies 

Of all yoar true or falfe pretences. 

And you would damn yourielves, and fwear 

As much t' an hoftefs- dowager. 

Grown fat and purfy by retail 1045 

Of pots' of beer and bottled -ale ; 

And find her fitter for- your turn. 

For fat is wond'rous apt to burn; 

Who at your flames would foon talce fire. 

Relent and melt to your defire, 1059 

And, like a candle in a focket, 

PiflTolye her graces int' your pocket. 

By this time 'twas grown dark and late. 
When th' heard a knocking at the gate, . 
Laid on in haile with iiich a powder, . 1055 
The blows grow louder flill ai^d louder : 
Which Hudibras, as if th* had been 
Beftow'd as freely on his (kin, 
Expounding by his inward light, 
Or rather more prtJphetrc fright, joto 

To be the wizaitl, come to fearch " 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Turn'd pale as afhes, or a clout. 
But why, or wherefore, is a doubt. 
For men will tremble and turn paler, X065 

With too much or too 'Ktic valour. 
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His heart laid on, as if it try *d 

To force a paf&ge thro' his Qdcv 

Impatient, as he vow'jd». to wait.'ein» 

But in a fury to fly .at 'em: . 107(1 

And therefore beat» and laid abonty . 

Tq find a cranny to creep out. • 

But /lie, who faw in what a taking 

The Knight was by his furious quaking^ 

Undaunted cry 'd. Courage, Sir Knight, tOf$ 

Know, Tni refolv*d to break no right 

Of hofpitallty t' a ftranger. 

But, to fecure you out. of danger, ^, , 

M^ill here myfelf ftand centinel* 

To guard this pais 'gainft Sidrophel. * zcSo 

Women, you know, do feldom fail 

T9 make the ftputeft men turn tail ; 

And bravely fcorn to turn their backf . 

Upon the defp*rateft ai;tacks. 

At this the Knight grew refolute 10(5 

As Ironfide, or Hardiknate ; . , 

His fortitude be^an to rally. 

And out he cry 'd aloud, to fally. 

But flie befought hdn to convey 

His courage rather out o' th* way, . IC90 

And lodge in ambulhon the floor. 

Or fortify 'd behind a door; 

That if the enemy fliouid enter. 

He might relieve her in th' adventure^ 

Mean while, they knocked againft the door. 
As fierce as at the gate before ; . 109^ 

Which made the renegado Knight 
Relapfe again t' his former fright. 

t z 
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He thought it dcr>cf ale to flay 

Till the enemy h«i for«*d bU way, x t«0 

But rather paft himfetf t^fcrte 

The Lady for a ff c(h refers*. 

His doty wat not Co dir^istCr 

But what fh' had owkr'd cxccttte : 

Which he lefbhr'd in haft« t' obey, i«>5 

And thercfi|i«^'^y maich'd aw«y; 

iWid all b' enootiDter'd fell apoos 

Tho* in the dark, aodallaloo* ; 

Ti]l fear, that braves feaii ptrfoiws. 

Than ever courage d4r*d ift artWS ***• 

Had drawn him op before 4 ^A, 

ro ftaod upeki hi* guard, afcd feua: 

This he couragdcnafly invaded. 

And having entcr'd, bafficado'd ; 

Infconc'd himCelf as fdrmidalle Bits 

As ccu!d be underoiatb atabJt J. 

AVftere he lay d(>Wfi 4« Mftbaftl «lt>ft, 
T* cxpcft th* arrival of his fotfd. 

Few minutes he had lain p^l-dae. 

To guard his defp'rate avetoue, f i«» 

Before he heard a dreadfiil (Kout, 

As loud as putting to the rou^ ; 

With which impatient] f ^arrt^d. 

He fancy 'd th * enemy had ftorra'd ; 

And after entering, Sidrophel xi2j 

Was fall'n upon the guards pdl•me]^ 

He therefore fent out all his fetifes, 

To bring him in intelHgefrcea ; 

Which vulgafj out of igaorancs^, 

Miflakc, for failing iaa tmnce j rr|* 
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But thofe that trade ia geomsncy. 

Affirm 10 be, the ftrength of faacy : 

io vhich the Lapland Magi dea)» 

And thtnga incredible rereaJ. 

Mean while, the foe beat up his quarters, ttjs 

And {loFBt'd the ootvork* of bis Ibrtreft. 

And as another of the fame 

Degree and party, inarms and ^me. 

And in the fame cauie had engaged, 

And war with equal condvi^ wag*d,. 1140 

But vent'ring only but to thruft 

His head a i|iaD beyood his poft, 

B' a GcnVal of the CaTaHeis 

Was dragg'd thro' a window by th' ears ; 

So he was ferv'd in his redoubt, 1x45 

And by the other end puH'd out. 

Soon as they had him at their mercy^ 
They put him to the cudgel fiercely. 
As if they icorn'd to trade or barter^ 
By giving or by taking quarter : 1x50 

They ftootiy on his quarters laid. 
Until his {coots caxne in t' his aid. 
For when a man is paft his feDfe> 
There's no way to reduce hini thence* 
Butrwiaginghuftby th'earsafidno/ey ' itss 
Or Jaying on of hvary blows; 
And if that will not do the deed. 
To burning with hot ir'ns proceed. 
No fooner was he come t' luffifcif» . 
But on his oeck a ftnrdyelf tt6o 

Clapt in a trice a clovoi hoof, . . i 
And thus attack 'd him with Ttpeo<A . . 
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Mortal, thoQ art betray'd to us 
B* our friend, thy evil genius , 
Who» for tby horrid peijuries> - xi^j 

Thy breach of faith, and tdrninglics. 
The brethreas privilege (againft 
The wjdced) on themfelves, the faints. 
Has here thy wretched carcafe fent» 
For juft reyengfe and poniibment ; z x 70 

Which thou haft now no way to leilen, - 
But by an op^ £rec coofeifion 1 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
'Twill fall the heavier 00 thy bones. 

What made thee venture to betray 1x75 

And filch the Lady's heart away? 
To.fpirit her to matriniony ? 

That which contracts all matches, money. 
It was th* enchantment of her riches. 
That made m* apply t» yonr croney Witches ; 
That in retutn Kirou'd pay tb' expence, nil 
The wear- and- tear of confcience ; 
Which I could have patch^ up, and turn'd 
For th' hundredth part of what I earned. 

Didft thou not love her then i fpeak true. 
No more, quoth he, than I love you. tiZS 

iifaw wouid'ft tb 'have us'd her and her money?- 
Firfl turn'd her up to alimony ; 
And laid her dowry out in law, 
To null her jomtore with a flaw, 1x90 

Which I beforehand had agreed 
T'iiave put, on pnrpofe, in the deed; 
And bar her widow's making over 
T* a friend ill troft, or private lover^ 
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'What nude tkee pick and chnle Iiei out 1 19J 
' T' employ ibeir jbrceries ahoai ! 
That which makes gamefiert play with Ctok 
l^lio hare leaft wit and moft to hie. 

Bat did'ft thou fcourge thy rede I thus, 
As thou hafi danin 'd cbyfdf to lu ? 1 100 

I fee you take me fur an als : 
Tij true, I thouglit the trick would pafi 
Upon a woman ^reU enough. 
As 'i has been often fooDd by proofs 
"Whofe hunwiirs are not to be won 1105 

Bnt when they are impos'd upon : 
For love approve* of all they do 
That Hand for candidates, aad woo. 

Why did'ft thou forge thefe niaraefal Ii«, 
Of bears and witches in diij<;uU<: ! lu* 

That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit tc believe } 
A trick of following their leaders. 
To entertain their gentle readers. 
And we have now no other way iiij 

Ofpaffiag all we do or fay; 
Which, when 'tis natural and true. 
Will bebeliev'd b' avery few; 
BeCde the danget of oScace, 
The fatal enemy of fenle. iai» 

Vfhj didA then chule that curled Ha 
Hypocrify, to fet op 10 ? 

Becaufe it is the thririag'fl calling. 
The only faints-bell that rings all in ; 
la which all churches are coocem'dt 
And is the Mficflto be leain'd: 
Z J 
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For DO degrccf, onleft th* employ % 

Can ever gain much, or enjoy*t: 

A gift that is not only able 

To domioeer among the rabbhr, iijo 

But by the laws impower'd to root, , 

And awe thegrcatcft that Hand out; 

Which few holdTorih againft, for fear 

Their hands fliouldflip, and come too near 7 

For no fin elfe among the faints- iiS5 

Is taught fo'tenderJy againft. 

What made thee break thy plighted vows? — 
That which makes others break a boufe. 
And hang, and fcorn ye aH, before 
Endure the plague of being poor. 1240 

Quoth" he, I fee you have more tntk* 
Than all your doating politics. 
That are grown old, and' out of faihioff, 
Compar'd with your new refarmation : 
That we muftxome to fchool to yoa, W4X 

To learn your more rcfin*d, and new. 
' Quoih he, If you will give me have 
To tell vou what I now perceive, 
You'Jl find yourfelf an arrant choufe, 
Ify' were butat ameeting-houfe. X15P 

'Tis true, quoth he, we ne'er come there, 
Fecaufe we have let 'em out by th* year. 

Truly, quoih hie, you canH imagine 
What wondrous things they will engage in: 
That as yoisr fellow- fiends in hell XS55; 

Were angels all -before they fell;. 
So are you like to be agen 
Corap^r'd with th' angels of us meiKw 
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Quoth he, I am refolv'd to be 
Thy fcholar io this myftery ; lado 

And therefore do defire to know 
Some principles on which you go. 

What makes a knave a child of God, 
And one of us ? A Jivelihood. 

^Vhat renders beating out bf brains, ijttfj 
And murder, godlinefs ?—— Great gains.^ 

What's tender confcieoee ? — *Tis abotck 
That will not bear the gentleft touch ; 
But breaking out, difpatches more 
Than the epidemical *ft plague-fore. 1270 

What makes y' incroach upon our trade. 
And damn all others ? — To be paid. 

What's orthodox and tfue believing 
Againft a confcieoee ? — A goocniving. 

What makes rebelling againil kings. xa/j 
A good old caufe ? AdnHnifl'ring». 

What makes all dodlriaes plain and clear ?—- 
About two hundred pounds a year. • 

And that which was prov'd true before^ 
Prove falfe again ?— Two hundred more. ' xttQ 

What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A holy duty ? — Food and cloathft. 

What laws and freedom, perfecution I 
B'ing out of pow'r, and contribution.. 

What makes a church a den of thieves ?— 
A dean and chapter, and white ileeves* zaSt 

And what would ferve, if thofe were gonCy, 
To make it ortliodox ?— Our own. 

What makes morality a crime. 
The mofk notorious of the time |^ 


Morality, which both the faintt 

And wicked do cry out agaiaft ? 

'Caufe grace and virtue are withio 

Prohibited degrees of kin-. 

And therefore no true faint alk>w« i%n 

They fhall be faffer 'd to e^ouXe : 

("or faints can need no cooicieace, 

That with morality difpenfe ; 

As nrtne'* impious, when 'tis rooted 

In nature only, and not imputed ; ijco 

But why the wicked (hould do £>, 

Wc neither know, nor care to do. 

What*8 iibeity of conscience. 
I * th' natural and geonine ienie ? 

'Tis to rdtorc, wi A more fccurityr X30 J 

Rebellion to itf antient purity; 
And Ghriftian purity reduce 
To th' elder praftice of the Jews* 
For a large coofcienoe is ail one. 
And fignifies the fame witii ifone.. ssfQ- 

It is enough, quoth he, for once. 
And has repriey'd thy forfeit -booes; 
Kick Machiavtl had ne'er a trick, 
(Tho he gives name to oar old Nidcr) 
But was bdow the ieaft of thefe, SS^S 

That pals'd i' th' world for holincis* 

Thus {aid, the Furies and the lighl 
I' tk' inftant vaniik'd out of fight ;. 
And left him in the dark alone, ^ 
\Vith flioks of brimftone and his o9ii 1 3FK> 

The Queen of Night, whole large command^ 
Rules all the fea and half the land. 
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And over moift and crazy braios. 

In high fpring- tides, at midnight reigns. 

Was now declining to the wdk 1315 

To go to bed, and take her reft ; 

When Hudibras, whofe ftubborn blows 

Deny'd his bones that foft repofe. 

Lay ftiU es^jpedltng worfe and more, ^ 

$tretch*d out at length upon the £oor : 1550 

And tho' he (hut his eyes as fad. 

As ifh' bad been to deep his lail, 1. 

Saw all the ^apes that fear or Wizards 

Do make the devil wear for vizards. 

And pricking up his ears, to hark 1335 

If he could hear too in the dark ; 

Was firft invaded with a groan. 

And after, in a feeble tone, 

Thefe trembling words. Unhappy wretch, 

What haft thou gotten by this fetch ; 1340 

Or all thy tricks in this new trade» 

Thy holy brotherhood of the blade ? 

By fauntVing ftill on ibme adventure. 

And growing to thy horfe a centaur. 

To ftulf thy (kin with fwelling knobs x 345 

Of cruel and hard- wooded drubs? 

For ftill th* haft had the worfi on't yet. 

As well in conqueft as defeat : 

Night is the fabbath of mankind* 

To reft the body and the mind, ijjfo 

Which now thou art deny*d to keep, 

And cure thy labour*d corpfe with fteep^ 

The Knight, who heard the words^ explained 
As meant to him this reprimand. 
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Becaafe the chara^r did hie IJSS 

Potot'bUnk upon his cafe fo ixt; 

Kdiev'd it was fome droUbgiprtght 

That ftaid upon th« guard thac night. 

And ooe of thofe h' had ieei> and feh 

The drubs he had fo freely dealt. i^ 

AVhen, after a (bort paoie aad groan. 

The doleful fpirit tbm went oo. 

This 'tis t' engage wkh Dogs and Bears 
Pell-mell together by tht eais. 
And aftsr painful bangs and knoeks> 1545 

To ly in limbo to the ftodcs* 
And from the pinnacle of glory 
Fall headlong into Purgatory : 

(Thought he, this devil's full of raaKce, 
That on my late difafters rallies.) X37« 

Condemned to whipping, but declined it. 
By being mote heroic -minded ; 
And at a riding handled worfe, 
\Vith treats more flovenly and coarfc : 
Engag'd with fiends in fhAborn wars, f ITJ 

And hot diipotes with conjurers: 
And when th* had'ffc bravely won the day. 
Was fain to (leal thyfelf away. 

(I fee, thought he, this (hamcleft elf , 
Would fain fteal me too from myfelf, ij^e 

That impudently dares to own 
What I have fufBer'd for and done.) 
And now by vcnt'riog to betray, 
Had met with vengeance the fame way. 

Thought he. How docs the devil know 1585 
What 'twas that I dcfign'd to do .^ 
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His oiEce of ii}tdiigciloe». 
Hisioracles» are cesis -d lortgfitico; 
And he knows nodiing of the &«ac*^ 
But what fome treadiV^tts fyy atqiiaititffk <|f9 
This i» idnie ^ttifosgiag fiend. 
Some under-cbor*kee^9rs' friead's firieadt 
That underrakcB to underiltedd* 
And juggfev M Ibe Aeond faftDd^ 
And now would pafsfor fpiric Pa, xjfj 

And all men's dark' oitticei*i» Ibrckaowk 
I think I oeedfwtiiEiar faimfor-i; . .. , 
Thtffe raUyimg devils 06 ntohnrt. : : . 
With that he rous'd bit drobptng li«iaf <^ • 
And haftily xtfy'd oa«, What art ? X4eo 

A wretch, quoah he, wheal want ef fittee 
Has brought to this unhappy place. * 
I do beiirre thee, qvbth the kmgjiti 
Thus far Vm fure th*art in thfc right ; * 

And know' what *tis that t^oubks theej- HOf 
Better than thon hsiEt guefs'd.of me* 
Thou art fome paltry, black-girjird ^right^ 
Condemn'd to drudgVy in the nights 
Thou haft no work to do i' th* heu&. 
Nor halfpenny to drop in (boes ; Y4I6 

Without the railing of which Anh> 
You dare not be fo ttoiflblefome. 
To pinch the flatterns black and blue. 
For leaving you tiheir work 10 dc. 
This is your bus'nefs, good Pug- Robin, 141 5 
And your diveriion, dull dry^obbing^ 
T' entice fanatics in the drrt, 
Aad wafh them ciean in ditches for*t» 
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Of which conceit you are fo proud. 

At evVy jeft yotf laugh aloud. 1420 

As now you would have done by me. 

But thaiTI barr*d your raHiery. 
Sir, quoth the Voice, y*areAO foch ibpht 

As you would have the world judge of ye* 

If you defigu to weigh our talents 1415 

I ' th' ftandard of your own falfe balance. 

Or think it poifible to know 

Us ghofb, as well as we do. you : 

We who have been theeverlaftiag 

Companions of yoor drubs and. baiting, X430 

And never left you in tonteil. 

With male of female, man «r beaft. 

But prov*d as true t'ye, and entire. 

In all adventures, as your Squire. 

Ql^oth he,. That may be; faid as true 1435 
l^y th' idleft pug of all your crew. 
F6r none could have betray'd us wbrfe 
Than thofe allies of ours and ycurs. 
But I have fent him for a token 
To your low country hogen-mogen, r440 

To whofe infernal (hores^ I hope 
Hell fwlng Jike fkippers in a rope: 
And if y' have been more juft to me 
(As I am apt to think) than he, 
I am afraid it is as true, Z445 

What th' i!l-affe<fled fay of you. 
Y' have 'fpous'd the Covenant and Caufe, 
By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir, quoth the Voice, -tia trae, i grant. 
We made and took the covenant ; X450 
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But that no more concerns the Cao(e, 

Than other perj'riet do the laws* 

"Which when they're proy'd in open court;, 

"Wear wooden peccadillos for't. 

And that's the ceafon covenanters x^^^ 

Ho]d up their hands, Hke rogues at bars. 

I fee, quoth Hudiln-as, from whence 
Thefe icaodals of die faints commence. 
That are but natural effeAs 
Of Satan's malice, and his fe^^s, ^ f4^o 

Thofe fpider- faints that hang by threads ' 
Spun out o' th' intrails of their heads. 

'Sir, quoth the voice, that may as true 
And properly be faid of -you ; 
"Whofe talents may compare with either, 14^5 
Or both the other put together. 
For all the ladependents do, 
f s only what you forc'd 'em to. 
You, who are not content alone 
With tricks to put the devil down, 1470 

But muft have armies rais'd to back 
The gofpel-work you undertake ; 
A-s if artillery, and edge-toois. 
Were th* only engines to fave fouls. 
While he, poor devil, has no pow*r 1475 

By force to run down and devour ; 
Has ne'er a claffisi cannot fentence 
To flools, or poundage of repentance : 
Is ty'd up only to defign, 
T* entice, and tempt, and undermidet 14^ 

In which you all his arts outdo. 

And prove yourfeUres his betters too. 

t Aa 
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Hence *tts poffiffionsdo left r^l 

Than mere teroptsciofis of the devU» 

Whidi all the bontid*ft ft^oos doae, 14^5 

Are charged in coarts of law opoo ; 

Becanfe, unleft they help this d^ 

He can do littfe ^ hiiii&lf ; 

And therefore iriicre he's heft pofle6'd, 

AAs moft agaioft hia totercft ; 149^ 

Surprifes none bat thofe wh* hare prkfta 

To turn him out» andexorcifts. 

Supply 'd with fpiniuai provifkm. 

And magazines of ammttottion* 

With crofles, relics, crndfixea, I495 

Beads, piAures, rofaries, afi4{>ijDes; 

The tools of working out falvation 

By mecr mechanic operation; 

With holy water like a fluice» 

To overflow all ayeoiieff. x joo 

But thofe wb*are utterly unarm *d, 

T' oppoie his entrance if he ilorm'dy 

He never offers to fiirpnfe, 

Alch o' his falfeft enemies ; 

But is content to be their drudge, 150; 

And on their errands glad to trudge ; 

For where are ail your forfeitures 

Intruded in fsdfe hands, but ours I 

Who are but jailors of the holes 

And dungsons, where you da^ up foals : 15x0 

Like under-keepers, turn the keys 

T* your miuimps anathemas. 

And never boggle to reftore • 

The memben you deliver o'er 
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Upon denund, with fairer Juffice tg^S 

TUan all your coienaaiiog trafiees • 

Ualeli, to punifh tbeni foT worfi:, 

Yoi put thein in the lec'lar pow'n. 

And pafa theii fouli, ai Ibme demiia 

"The fame eft^te in mortgige twice: ijao 

^Vheo to a legal utlegation 

TCoa turo yoar cxcommDnication, 

And for a groat unpaid that's doe, 

Diftrain on foul and body too. 

Thought he, 'lis no mean part of dill ij aj 
State prudence, to cajole the devil ; 
And not to handle him too rough. 
When h' has ui inhia cloTcn hoof. 

'Tis true, qooth he, that inteTCOorfe ■ ' 

Has pafi'd between yoar friends and ours; 
That as ytni trufV ds, in our way. ijji 

To raift your merabeis, snd to lay, 
"We fend you others of oar own, 
Penounc'd to hang themfelves, or drown. 
Or frighted witft our oratory, ijjj 

To Jead down headlong many a ftory ; 
Hare us'd all means to propagate 
Your mighty interefti of ftate. 
Laid out oar fpiritual gifts to further 
Your great deligns of rage and muriher. 
For if ihe Cunts are nam'd from blood, 
^Ve onl' have made that title good ; 
And if it were (Mt in our pow'r. 
We fhould not fcruple to do mor? , 
And not be half a foul behind 
0[ all dilTemcrs of mankind. 
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Right, quoth the Voice, and as I fcom 
To be ungrateful^ m return 
Of all thofe kind good offices, 
rll free you oat of this diftrefs, 1550 

And fet you down in fafery, where 
It is no time to tel] you here. 
The cock crows, and the morn grows on. 
When 'tis decreed I mull be gone: 
And if I leave yon here dll day, isSS 

You'll find it hard, to get away. 

With that the Spirit grop'd aboot. 
To find th' iochanted Htro out, ' 

And try'd widi ha(bto]iit him up; 
But found his forlorn hope, \^s crup, 1560 

Unferviceable with kicks and blows 
Rcceiv'd fi Om hardeo'd-hearted foes. 
He thought to drag him by the hecls^, 
Like Grelham carts, with legs for wheels; 
But Fear, that fooneft cures thcfe fores, 1365 
In danger df relapfe to wwfe. 
Came in t' afiifl him with its aid^ 
And up his finkiug vefk] weigh'd. 
No fooner was.he fit to trudge, - 
Bnt both made ready to diflodge : 1570 

l*he Spirit ho)*s'd hrni like a iack. 
Upon the vehicie, bis back ; 
And bore him headlong into th' hall. 
With fome few rubs againft the wall; 
Where finding out the poftern lock*d» 1575 

And th* avenues as ftrongly biock'd, 
H' attacked the window, ftorm*d the glais. 
And in a moment gain'd the paj& : 
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Thro* which he dragg'd the worfted ibidier's 

Fore-quarters oat by th' head and fhoulders ; 

And cautioufly began to fcout, 15 8i 

To find their fellow-cattle oer. 

Nor was it half a minutes 's quefl, 

£re he retrtev'd the champion's beaft, 

Ty'd to a pale inilead of a rack, Xi^i 

But ne'er a faddJe on his back* 

Nor piiloJ's at the faddle-bow. 

Convey 'd away the Lord knows how. 

lie thought it was no time to ftay, 

And let the night too fteal away ; S590 

But in a trice advanced the Knight 

Upon the bare-ridge bolt upright,. 

And groping out Tor RaJpho's jade» 

He found the iaddle too was ftray*di 

And in the place a lump of ibapt " sjf jr 

On which he fpeedily leapt up;; 

>nd turniftg to the gate the rein». 

He kick'd and cudgell'd 00 amaia. 

While Hudibras, with equal hafte^ 

On both fides laid about as faft, i^co 

And fpuf r*d as jockies u&, to break» 

Or padders to fecure a neck* 

Where let us leave 'i^m for a time^ 

And to their Churches turn our rhyme;: 

To hold forth their declining ftate, 1 ^ 

Which now cooje near an even rate*. 


Aa % 
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THE AHOUMENT. 

The faints engage in fierce conteftc*. 
About their carnal interefts } 
To (bare their facrilegious preys 
According to their rales of grace ; 
Their vanouft frcnsies to reform • 
When Cromwell left them in a ftormr 
Till, in the efiigte ofkomps, the rabble ' 
Barns ail thinr grandees of the Cabal. 

np H E learned write, an infcft breeze 
-* Is but a mongrel prince of bees. 
Thai falls, before a ftorm on cows. 
And flings the foanders of his hooie ; 
From whofe corrupted flefh that breed 5 

Of vermin did at firft proceed. 
So, ere the ftorm of war broke OBt, 
Religion fpawn *d a varions rOU€ 
Of petulant capricioasfeAs, 
The maggots of corriipted tex^, ao 

That firft run aH religion down,-- 
And after ev*ry fwarm its own. 
For as the Perfian Magi once 
Upon their mothers got their fbns, 
Who were incapable t * enjoy 15 

That empire any other way : 
So Prefbyter begot theother 
Upon the good oJdCaufe, hismother^ 
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Then bore them like the deYil's dam» 

Whofe foD and huCbaud are the fame. ao 

And yet no natVal tie of blood. 

Nor int'reft for the common good» 

Could > when the prophets interfered. 

Get quarter for each other'a beard.' 

For when they thriv'd, they never fadg'd, %s 

But only by the ears eng^d: 

Like dogs that fnarl about a bone. 

And play together when they've none, 

As by their trueft charaders. 

Their conftant anions, plainly appears. 50 

Rebellion now began, for lack 

Of zeal and plunder, to grow flack; 

The Caufe and Covenant to leiTen, 

And Providence to b' oot of feafon : 

For now there was no more to purchafe . 55 

O' th* kiog'^ revenue, and the church's ; 

But all divided, fhar*d, and gone. 

That us*d to urge the Brethren on. 

AVhich forc'd the Aubborn'll for the Caufe, 

To crofs the cudgels to the laws, 4^ 

That what by breaking them th' had gain'd. 

By their fupport might be maintain 'd; 

Like thieves th^t in a hemp-plot ly, 

Secur'd againft the hue-and-cry. 

For Prefbyter and Independent 4J 

M>re now turn'd plaintiff aod defendant; 

Laid out their apoilolic fun^ions, 

Qa carnal orders and injun^ions ; 

And all their precious gifts and graces 

On outlawries and fi'irefaeU%s^ ' i» 


aS4 HUDiy^RASr PartUl. 

At Michael'^ ttf m had ma&y a trial, 

Worfe thao the dragon aod St Michael, 

AVhere thoufands fell» in lha>pe q£ fees. 

Into the bottooklds abyis. 

For when, like bvethreg» and Jake frieads> s§ 

They came to (hare their dividends. 

And ev'ry partner to pofleis 

lils church and i!tate joint purchafes. 

In which the aUeft faint and heft. 

Was nam'd in traft by aH the reft, 4a 

To pay their money; and, inltead 

Of every brother, pais the deed; 

He ftrait converted all his gifts 

To pions frauds, aod holy ihifts: 

And fettled all the other (hares ds 

Upon his outward man aad's heirs.:. 

Held all they claim 'd as forfeit lands. 

Delivered up into his hands. 

And pafs*d upon his> conicieoce 

By pre-entail of Providence : 70. 

Impeadi'd the reft for reprobatet*. 

That had no titles to eftatesr 

But by their ^iritnal attaints 

Degraded front the r%ht of fsuott* 

This b*ing reveal'd, diey now^ begun 75 

With law and coofdeooe to fall 00 ^ 

Aod laid about as hot aod brain-fick 

As th' Qttet barrifter of Swanfwick ; 

£ngag*d with money-bag^, as bold 

As mea with fand-bags did of old( tm 

That brought the lawyers in more fees 

Than all unfan£Ufy*dtri»fieesi 
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Till he who had no more to (how . . 

1' th' caufe, receiv'dibe oveithrow; • i' 
Or both Gdes JiavinK had the worfi. 
They parted ai they met at firft.: 

Poor Preibvier was now reduc'd. 
Secluded, and calhiet'd, and chous'd! 
Turn'd out, and exconimitBicate 
From all a£ura of church accd ftate, 
Reforin'd t' a reformado faiiii. 
And glad to turn itineTaat, 
To QtoH and teach ^froia town to town. 
And ihofe he had taught up, teach down. 
And make ihofe ufes ferve agen 
Againft the new-enlighten'd men ; 
As lit as when at firft they were 
Reveal 'd againft the Cavalier : 
Dama Anabaptift and Fanatic, 
As pat ai Popifh and Preiatic; 
And with.as h'tcle Tariaiion, 
To ferve for any ftft i' th' nation. 
The good old Caofe, which fome believe . 
To be the dev'l that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and does ftill invite 
The world to mifcliief with new light, 
Hadftorcof money in her purft. 
When he took her for bett'r or wof fc j 
But was DOW grown deform 'd and poor, i 
And fit to be tarn'd out of door.. 

The Independent! (whoie firft ftation 
Was in the rear of reformat ion, 
A mungrel kind of diurch dragoons. 
That ferv'd for horfe aiid foot at once : 
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AndintlMftdilleof cncAeed st/ 

The Saracen «iidl Chfiftiaii ltd : 

Were free of er'ry fj^itcml order. 

To preach, andfigbt, and pray, andotmler) 

No (boner got the ftart to Jurch. 

Both difciplinesy of war and charch^ Z40 

And providence enough to run 

The chief ca*miaiidfrs of 'em down« 

Bat catry'd on the var againft 

The common enemtea o' th* £uots» 

And in a while pretail'd fo £ir z %f 

To win of them the game of war» 

And be at liberty once more 

T* attack themfelves as th' had'befors. 

For now there was no foe in arms, 
T* unite their fadlions with alarms, ijo 

But all reduc*d and overcome. 
Except their worft, themfelves at home, 
Wh'had coropafs'dall they pray'd, and (wore, 
And fought, and preached, and piondez'd for, 
Subdu'dthe nation, clmrch and Aate, iss 

And ail things but their laws and hate. 
But when thev came to treat and trania^^. 
And (hare the fpoil of all they had ranfack'd. 
To botch op what th' had torn and reBt» 
Religion and the governmtnt,^ M^ 

They met no (boner, but prepar'd 
To pull down all the war had fpar'd; 
Agreed in nothing, but t* abolifh. 
Subvert, extirpate, and dtmoliih : 
For knaves and fools b'ing near of kin* 145 

\9 Dutch boors are to a (boterkio. 
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Bflith parties joitt'd to d^theifr.befi;' , r. 

To damn their public iotereft ; i - i 

And herded 0D)|r in confolts. 

To pot by one another's bdts $ ij^« 

T' out-cant tbe MiylonianJab'rers, 

And a)] their diaie^ of jlibberersy 

And tog at both ends of the £r«r. 

To tear dowo go^mmeoc and law» 

For as/two cheats that play one game, 155 

Are both defeated in their aim; 

So thofe who play a game of ftate. 

And only cavil in debate, 

Altho* there's nothing loft nor won. 

The public Bbs'nefs is undone, i6b 

W^hich (till the longer 'tis in doing. 

Becomes the furer way to ruin. 
This when the Royalift's perceiv'd, 

(Who to their fafth as firmly cfeaT'd, 

And own*d the right they had paid down 16$ 

So dearly for, the Church and Crown), 

Th' united conftanter, and fided 

The more, the mor< their foes divided. 

Forlho' outnumber 'd , overthrown, 

And by the fate of war run down ; 17® 

Their doty never was defeated, 

Nor from their oathr and faith retreated; 

For loyalty is ftill the fame 

Whether it win or lofe the game; 

True as the dial to the fun, jjj 

Although it be not fhinM upon. 

Bat when thefe Brethren in evil. 

Their adverfaries, and the devil, ' 
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Began once mofe to fliev them ^y. 

And hopes, at leaft, to have a day ^ iSo 

They rally'd in paradu of woods. 

And unfrequented folitodes ; 

Con¥en*d at midni^ in onthonfes, 

T* appoint new fifing reodezvoaies. 

And with a pertioacf tuim^ch'd, ^ $^S 

For new recmits of danger watchVL 

No foooer was one blow direrted. 

But up another party ftarted : 

And» as if nature too, in hafte 

To fomifli out fuppiies as faft, X9^ 

Before her time had tum'd deftrudllon 

T' a new and numerous produdion; 

No fooner thofe were OTercome, 

But up rofe others in their room. 

That, like the Chriftian faith, cncreas'd 195 

The more, the more.they were fupprefs'd: 

Whom neither chains, nor tranfportation, 

l^rofcription, fale, or confifcation. 

Nor all the defperate events 

Of former try'd cxpcriraems,. . . »oo 

Nor wounds, could terrify, nor mangling. 

To leave off loyalty and dangling. 

Nor Death (with all his bones) affright 

From vent'ring to maintain the right, 

From ftaking life and fortune down 205 

'Gainft all together, for the crown ; 

But kept the title of their caufc 

From forfeiture, like claims in laws : 

And prov*d no profp'rous ufurpation 

Can ever fettle on the nation ; aio 
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Until, in fpight of force and troafoir. 
They pjxt their loy*hy in poflefEoo; 
And, by their conftancy and faith, 
I>eftroy*d the mighty -raep of Cath. 

To&*d in a furious harjricMiek -^x^ 

I>td Oliver give pp his reign ^ 
And was beJiev'd, as well by faints^ 
As moral men and mticneanls*. 
To founder in the Stygian ferry; . 
Until he was retrieved by Sterry* dM 

"Who in ^ faUc erroaeous ^eam 
Miftook the new Jera&Lem, 
¥rafane}y for the apocryphal 
Falfe heaven as the end o' the haU; 
Whither it was decreed by Fate $zs 

The precious reliques to tranflate» 
So Komulds was feea before ' 
B' as orchodojc a fenator ; 
Erom whofe divine illumination 
He flole the Pagan rerelation. 2^|0 « 

Next him his fon and heir -apparent 
Succeeded, though a lame vicegerent ;, 
Who firfl laid by the Parliament, 
The only crutch on which he leant ; 
And then funt: underneath the ftate, fts j 

That rode htra above horfeman's wei^t. 

And now the faints began their reign. 
For which th'had yeain'd fo long in yaJB^ .., ; 
And felt fucfa bowel-hankerings> 
To fee an empire all of kings, jK40 

Delivered from the Egyptian awe 
Of juftice, government and law, 
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And free t' crtSt vfaat .f^criwal «tiitDnf 
Should be TtY^'A, «rgofpel Haos-^owns* 
To edify upon, the ruiiit S45 

Of John of Leftftn*s «ld iNit»g(Hogs ; 
Whfy for a weather«cock hisag op. 
Upon their mother cfai|foh*K taji, - 
Was made a ty|tt» by^ Protidenee, 
Of a]| their reTelatfont :fiBoe $ S5# 

And now fulfill *d by iiit (fuc^elm^ 
Who equally miftwk ihoir 4DeaftR%s : 
For when they cane«» Ihcpeth^ model. 
Not one could fit anotfaeil*s DiMidfo « 
But found their light oifd |^ moi^ ivide s$s 
From fadging ^an th ' unfimftify^d) 
While ev'ry indiftdu«l brother 
Strove hand to Aft againlft anoihery 
And ftill the maddeft, and motft cracked. 
Were found the bofieftto f ranfaft^ a6e 

For tho* moft hands difpatoh a<pace, 
«Aod make light work (nhe piK>verb fays ;) 
Yet many dIffVent irttelleifh 
Are found 't'luiire contrary ^ffe^SIs; 
And many heads t* obftrudt intrigues, a€s 

As floweft iifft^s hsTc moft Ic^s. 

' Some were ^r iecttng up a king. 
But all the rtdt for noiWch thing, 
Unlefs King Je'ihs ; others tampered 
For Fleetwood, Defborough and Lambert; 17^ 
Some for the Romp ; and (bme, more crafty, 
For agitators, and'the'fafety; 
Some for the gofpel, and maflacres 
Of fpiritual affidavit-makers. 
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That fwore to any human regeoce, %^s 

Oaths of foprein'cy afkt allegianet ; 
Yea, the' the ableft fwearing faint, 
That vouch'd the biilJs V tfer* covenant : 
Others for pulHng down th' high places 
Of fynods and provincial ciafies, • iSo 

That us'd to make foch hoftile inroads 
Upon the famts» like yoody Niairods: 
Some for fulfiUing prophecies, 
And xYf extirpation of th' excife i 
And fonoK againik ih* Egypciafk bondage l£s 

Of holy days, and paying povndage; 
Some for the tutting down of groves* 
And redlifying bakeis Joavea ; 
And fome for findmg out expediente 
Againft the (lav 'ry of obedience; A90 

Some were for gofpcl-mifltfterSt 
And fome for red-coat lecnlars» 
As men moft fit t* hold forth the word« 
And weild the one and ch' tftbtr fword. 
Some weie lor carrying on the wot k ^5 

Againft the Pope, and ibme theTarkx 
Some for engaging to ilipprefs 
The camifado of farplices. 
That gifts and difpenladoiiskioder'd^ 
And turn'd to the outward maatbe inmrd; 
More proper for the cloudy aighl 30< 

Of Popery, than gofpel-light. 
Others were for aboHfhing 
That tool of matrimony I a ring. 
With which th' Uftfan6^ify*d bridegroom jcj 
Is married only to a thomb; 
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(As wife as riaging of a ptg. 

That Q8*d to break up groond» and ^;) 

The bride to nothiog bat her wUI^ 

That nulls the after marriage fltil* jto 

Some were for th' Xitter extirpatioa 

Of linfey-woolfey in the nation ; 

And fome agaibft alJ idoHzxng 

The cro&in (hop- books, or baptiziog;^ 

Others, to make all things recant 3x5 

The ChriftiaD'or fimame of faint ; 

And force all churches^ ftreeu, and tewns^ 

The holy title to renounce •,, 

Some 'gainfta third eftate of fools, 

And bringing down the price of coals : f so 

Some for abolifliing black- puddings 

And eating nothing with the blood in ; 

To abrogate than root and branches : 

While other were for eating hatmches 

Of warriors, and now and chea $15 

The fle/h of kings and mighty men-; 

And fome for breaking of their booes^ 

With rods of tr*n by lecret ones ; 

For thrafhing monotains, and with fpells 

For hallowing carriers packs and bells ; sjt 

Things that the legend nerer heard of. 

But made the wicked £»t afear'd o£ 

The quacks of government (who fat 
At th' unregarded- helm of ftate. 
And underftood this wild confuiion 5^5 

Of fatal madneis and delufion, 
Mufl, foodcr than a prodigy. 
Portend deflrn^ioo to be oigb) 


Ca»toII. K U D I B K. A 3. %fi 

Coniider*d timely bow t* withdraw* 

Aod Ave their windpipes from the law s $05 

For one rencounter at the bar 

Was worfe thin aU ik* had 'leaped id war; 

And'therefore met in coofokation 

To cant and qnack upon the nation ; 

Not for the fickly patient's £kke» $4) 

Nor what to giTe, bat what to take ; 

To feel the pulfes of their fi»s. 

More wife than fumbling arteries ; 

Prolong the (buff of life in paii»» 

And frons the grs^s veco? er-—- — gain* 15b 

'Mong theie there was a polkicsu* 
With mose keads thav a beafb m Tffion» 
And more intrigties to ev'ry one 
Than all the whoscs of Babylon ; 
Sopoliticy asif oneeye $S$ 

Upon the other were a fpy» 
Ihat to trepan the one to think 
The other blinds both ftrore to bfink ^ 
And in his dark pragmatic way 
As bufy as at child a pky 3^0 

H' had feen three goTernmenu run down» 
And had a hand in ev'ry one ; 
Was for 'em apd againft 'em all. 
Bat barb'rous when they came to fall ; 
For by trepanning th' old to niin« 365 

He made his int'reft with the new one ; 
Play *<1 tme and faithfttl, tho' againft 
His eonicience» and was ilill advanc'd* 
For by the witchcraft of rebelHon 
Transform'd to a feeble ilate camelion, $70 
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By giving aim to either Cidc, 

}l^ never faiPd to fave his tide» 

But got the ftart of evVy ftate, 

Afld at a change ne*er came too late : 

Cou'd turn his word, and oath, and faith^ $fs 

As many ways as in a lath ; 

fiy turning, wriggle, like a fcrew, . 

Int' highefl truft, and out, for new. 

For when h' had happily ioctirr*d, 

Inftead ofhen^p, to be preferr*d» ^S» 

And pafs'd upon a goTemment,. 

lie play 'd his trick, and out he went r 

But being out, and out of hopes 

To mount his .ladder (more) of ropes» 

Would ftrive to raife himfelf upon 38$ 

The public ruiu, and his own.: 

So little did he underftand 

The defp'rate feats he took in hand. 

For when h' had got himfelf a name 

For fraud ^d tricks,, he fpculM his game ; 39D 

Had forced his neck into a aoole,. 

To fhew his play at fail and boie : 

And when he chanc*d t' efcape, miftook 

For art and fubtlHy, bis hick. 

So right his judgment was cut fit, $f$ 

And madfe a tally to his wit^ 

And both together raoft profound. 

At deeds of darknefs under grounds 

As th' earth is eafieft undermin*d 

By vermin impotent and blind. 400 

By all thefe arts, artd many more, 
H' had pra^^is*d long and much before. 


Our ilate artificer forefaw 

'Which way the warid began.to draw. 

For as old fioners have all points 405 

C th' compafs in their booes and joints; 

Can by their pangs and aches find 

All tarns and chaRges of the wind. 

And better than by NapiePs bones, 

Feel in their own the age of moons ; 410 

So guilty finners in a ftate 

Can by their crimes prognofiicate. 

And in their confdences feel pain 

Some days before a (how'r of lain. 

He therefore wifely caft about 415 

All ways he could t' infure his throat: 

And hither came t' obferve and fmoke 

What courfes other riikers took; 

And to the utmoft do his beft 

To fave himfelf, and hang the reft* 4^ 

To match this Saint, there was another^ 
As bufy and perrerfe a brother; 
A'haberdafherof imall wares. 
In politics and ftate affairs ; 
More Jew than Rabbi Achitophel, 495 

And better gifted to rebel ; 
For when' h' had taught his tribe to Tpoufe 
The Caufe aloft upon one houfe. 
He fcorn'd to fet his own in order« 
Bat tryd another and went further ; 4^ 

Sofuddenlyaddiaedftill 
To's only principle, his will. 
That howfoe'er it chanc'd to prove, 
Nor force of aigument could more ; 


NorlaWy nor cavalcade of Ho'bttt'Jb 4^ 

Goald reader Iialf.a grain kfr ftubborn* 
For he at any tune wcmkL haag« 
For th' oppOrtUDity t' harangiie ; 
And rather on a gibbet daogk* 
Than mils his dear dclrght to wrangle ; 449 
In which his parts w&re (o accoiapli(h'd. 
That, right or wron|^ he ne'er was nonplos'd; 
But fbll his tongue ran on» the leis 
Of weight he bore, with greater eafe i 
And with its CTerlaftiag clack, 44J 

Set all mens ears upon the raclu 
•No fooner could a- hint appear. 
But up he.ftacted topicqueer. 
And made the ftoateil yieid to merqf^ 
When he engaged in coairovetry, 490 

Not by the force of carnal rea£>n^ 
But indefatigable uazing ; 
With volley 's of eternal babble. 
And clamour more onanfWerable. 
For iho* his topics^ fraU and weak, 4^5 

Could ne'er amount above a fre^» 
He fliU maintained *6m, like his fauks,^ 
Againft the defpVateft ailaults; ' 
And back'd their feeble want of fenfe^ 
With greater heat and confidence. 440 

As bones of He^^ors, when they differ. 
The more they're cadgell'd grow the flifier» 
Tet when his profit moderated,. 
The fury of his heat abated : 
^ For notliiag but his intereil 4(5 

Could lay his devil of contbft t 
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It was his choice^ or chaftce, or curfe, 

T' efpoufe the Caafc for bett't or worfe, ' 

And with his worldly goods and wit. 

And fouly and body wor(hip*d it ; 47* 

Bat when he found the fuIJen traps, 

PofTefs'd with the devil, worms, and claps ; * 

The Trojan mare in foal with Greeks, 

Not half fo foil ofjadiih tncks; 

Tho' fqueamifh in her outward woman, 475 

As loofe and rampant as Dol Common^ 

He dill refolv'd, to mend the matter, 

T* adhere and cleave the obftinater : 

And dill the (kitti(her and loofe r 

Her freaks appear'd, to fit the cloier. 49o 

For fools are ftubborn in their way. 

As coins are hardened by th' allay : 

And obftinacy*s ne*er fo ftiff. 

As when 'tis in a wrong belief. 

Thefe two, with others, being met^ . 4S5 

And clofe in confuitation fet ; 

After a difcontented paufe. 

And not without fuHicient canfe. 

The orator we nam*d of late, 

Lefs troubled with the pangs of flate, 490 

Thap with his own impatience 

To give himfelf firft audience. 

After he had a while look'd wife. 

At laft brok> filence, and the ice. 

Quoth he, There*s nothing makes me doubt 
Ourlaft Outgoings brought about, 496 

More than to fee the chara^ers 
Of real jealoulies and fears 
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Not feignM, m duce, bot fjidly 6orrid> 

ScorM ttpM e^>y inembcf *d forehead ; 5C0 

Who, 'caofe the cloads are drawn together. 

And threateo fodden change of weather. 

Feel pangs and adies of flate terns. 

And revoliitfonc in th^ir eons; 

And iiQce o»r Workiifgs-out are c^ois'd, 3C5 

Throw up the Cknte belbfe 'tis left* 

Was it to ran away we meant. 

When taking of the Cbf enant. 

The lameil crip^es 6^ the brothers. 

Took oaths to run hefott kU others; s so 

Bat in their owi> fenfe duly fwote 

To ftrive to ran away before ; 

And now wonM prove, that words and oafb 

Engage us to tenouA<:e them both ? 

•Pis true, the Gaoft i« » the krch, J15 

Between a right and mongrel church. 

The Pre(by«er and Independent, 

That ftickle which fhaO make an eod on^t» 

As 'twas made out to ns the hft 

Expedient.-— {! mean Margaret's faft) j»» 

When Providence had been fubof n'd. 

What anfwet was to be rcrurn'd. 

Elfe why would tonal ts fright us now. 

We have fo many times gone through. 

And underftatld as well to tame, 5^S 

As, when they ferve our tarns t* inflame? 

Have prov'd how inconfiderable 

Are all engagements of the rabble, 

Whofe frenzies mufl be rcconcird 

With drums and rattles, like a chtM, sso 
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Sat nerer prov'd b profperous, *| 

A% when they were led oa by us : H 

Tor. all our fcooriog of religioQ I 

Began with ^uiouk and feditioa, j 

"When hurricanes of fierce qoiBfliaypo Sif 

Became ftroqg mociFef to dei^^ioo ; 

(As carnaJ fewiOi, jo a ftonn. 

Turn pious converts aud reform^) 

When rufty weiuxmsy with chalk 'd edges* 

Maintain'd cor feeble iprWil^g^t S49 

And broMfn-biHs, levy'd in the ciiy» 

Made bills to paft the grand committee; 

When zeal with aged clubs and gleai^» 

Gave chace to rochets and white fleeves, 

And made the church» and ftate, and UwSy J45 

Submit t* old iron, and Cauie. 

And as we thriv'd by tumults theo» 

So Alight we better now 9gen» 

If we knew how, as then we.did. 

To nfe them rigbtl^y in our need ; i5# 

Tumults, by which the mutinous 

Betray themfelves inftead of us; 

The hollow-hearted di&ffe^ed 

And clofe malignants are dete^ed ; 

Who lay th^r Jives and fortunes down . SjS 

For pledges 10 fecore their ovo ; 

And freely facrifice their ear« 

T' appeafe our jealouiies and fears. 

And yet for .all thefe providenoet 

W' are offer'd, 4f we had our ienieSy i&s 

We idly fit like ftopid l>lockheads, 

Our hands committed to our pockets. 
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And nothing bat our tongues at ]jirge« 
To get the wretches a difchai^e. 
L&e men condemned to thunderbolts, s6s 

"Who ere the blow, became mere dolts: 
Or fools befotted with their crimes. 
That knpw not bow to fhift betimes. 
And neither have the hearts to flay. 
Nor wit enough to run away ; S7^ 

Who, if we could refolve on either. 
Might ftand or fall at leafl; together ; 
No mean or trivial ibiaoes. 
To partners in extreme diibefs; 
Who ufe to leflen their defpairs, S7S 

By parting them int* equal (hares ; 
As if the more they were to bear. 
They felt the weight the eaficr; 
And evVy one the gentler hung, ' 
The more he took his turn among. - 5S# 

But 'tis not conae to t|iat as yet. 
If we had courage left, or wit ; 
Who, when our fate can be no wor&» 
♦Are fitted for the braveil courfe ; 
Have time to rally, and prepare s^S 

Our lafl and heft defence, defpair ; 
Defpair by which the gallant*ft feats 
Have been archie v'd in greateft flraits, 
And horrid'fl dangers fafely wav'd. 
By b'ing courageoufly outbrav'd ; 590 

As wounds by wider wounds are heal'd. 
And poifons by themielves expell'd : 
And fo they might be now agen. 
If we were, what we ihoald be, men ; 


OMitoII» MODIBHAS. %^f 

And not fo dully defperate, $95 

To fide agtinft ourfdves with fate : 

As criminals coodemn'd to fnSer, 

Are blinded firft, and then turn'd over. 

This comes of breaking covenants, 

And fetiing up exaans of faints, Ice 

That fine, like aldermen, for grace, ^ 

To be excus'd the e/iicace. 

For fpiritual men are too tranfcendent. 

That mount their banks, for Independent, 

To hang like Mahomet in th' air, C05 

Or St Ignatius at his prayV, 

By pure geometry, and hate 

I>e|>endence upon church or ftate : 

Difdain the pedantry o* th* letter. 

And fince obedience is better * 6x0 

(The Scripture fays) than facrifice* 

Prefume the lefs on*t will fuJHce ; 

And fcorn to have the moderat'ft Hints 

Prefcrib*d their peremptory hints. 

Or any opinion, true or falfe, {S'15 

Declar'd as fuch, in do^rinals; 

But left at large to make their belt on, 

"Without b'ing caird t' account or queflion : 

Interpret all the fpleen reveals, 

As Whittington explain'd the bells ; 6%6 

And bid themfelves turn back again 

Lord-may *rs of new Jerufalem. 

But look fo big and overgrown. 

They fcorn their edifiers t'own. 

Who taught them all their fprinkliog leflonSy 

Their tones, and fan^ify *d expreffioss ; 6%S 
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Beftow'd their g\ft& apoa ^ lubt. 

Like charity oo ihofe that want; 

And learn 'd th' apBcryphtl btgats t 

T' infpire ih^mfelves with fhorl-hand ttHet i 

For which they feom and hat« thetn, wocfis 

Tb»n dogs and catj d* fow-geWen. 

For who firft breed them \tp to pray. 

And teach, tliehoufe of Coininob* Way ? 

AVhere had they all theit ff fted phrafei, < 

But from «ur Ciladiy's and OSta } 

Without whofe fprihldiog and £)«ii)g. 

Who e'er had heard of Nye or Dwen! 

Their difpenfations had been Itifled, 

But for our AJooiraia Byfidd. t 

And had they not begtih the war, 

Th'had ne'er been fainted ii theyare- 

For faints in peace degeoeiate. 

And dwindle down to reprobate ( 

Thtir aeal-coiTupts, IUk fiaildingtfater, ( 

In th' intervals of w^r and flau^ter; 

Abates the (harpncfs oflca edgn 

Without the pow'r of faCrilege. 

And tho' iheySe Iridu to caft their iJn«^ 

fy u fbT^nts do tbiir fkios, I 

in a while grow out agdn ; 

ice they ttarb mere caraal men, 

rom the moft refin'd of fahcs, 

t'rally E'''**V mifcitaats, 

rnacles turti folan geefe 

idands uf the Orcades. 

difpenfation'a bat a ticket, 

leir amEuauttg to the mdcCd ; 
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"With whom the greateft difference ' 

Lies more in woids and fhew, than fenfe, 6Co 
Tor as the Pope, that keeps the gate 
Of heaven, wears three crowns ofilate ; 
-So he that keeps the gate of heJI, 
Proud Cerb'rus, wears three heads as weli : 
^nd, if the world has any troth, 66j 

Some have been canoniz*d in both. 
But that which does them greateft harm, 
Their fpiritual gizzards are too warm, 
'V\'^hich puts the over-heated fots 
In fevers ftill, like other goats ; ^70 

For iho' the whore ben Js heretics 
With flames of fire, Hke crooked fKcks: 
Our fchifnaatics fo vaftly difTer, 
Th' hotter th' are, they grow the ftfffcr; 
Still fetting off their fpirltua? goods, 6fs 

With fierce and pertinacious feuds. 
For Zeal's a dreadful termagant, 
That teaches faints to tear and rant. 
Am! Independents to profefs 
The do^flrine of dependences ; 680 

Turns meek, and fecret, fneaking ones. 
To raw-heads fierce, and bloody bones: 
And not content with endiefs quarrels 
Againft the wicked, and their morals. 
The GibeJIines, for want of Guelfs, 6C5 

Divert their rage upon themfelvcs. 
For now the war is not between 
The brethren, and the men of fin • 
But faint and faint, to fpiH the blood 
Of one another's brotherhood ; 6^0 
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Where neither fide can lay ^tence 

To liberty of conioeoce. 

Of zealous foff»rlng for the Caufe, 

To gain one groat V worth of applaufe: 

For though endur'd with rcfolution, 6^s 

Twin ne'er amount to perfecution. 

Shall precious faints, and fecret ones. 

Break one another's outward bones. 

And eat the flcih of bretheren, 

Inftead of kings and mighty men ? foo 

When fiends agree among themfelves, 

Shall they be found the greater elres? 

"When Bell's at anion with die dragon. 

And Baal-Peor friends with Dagon ; 

When favage bears agree with bears, 705 

Shall fecret ones lug faints by th' ears, 

Aiid not atone their fatal wrath, 

W^hen common danget threatens both ? 

Shall mailiiFs by the collars puird, 

Engag'd with buJls, let go their hold ? 710 

And faints, whofe necks are pawn'd at flake, 

No notice of the danger take? 

But tho* no power of Heayen or hell 

Can pacify fanatic zeal ; 

Who would not guefs there might be hopes, 715 

The fear of gallowfes and ropes, 

Before their eyes, might reconcile 

Their animofities a while ! 

At leaft until tV had a clear (Uge, 

And equal freedom to engage, 730 

Without the danger of furprife 

By both our common enemies. 


This none but wm 9h»t ootild dsuAt, 
"Who undetAand ibeir workbgi ock<; 
And knew '«m iM>ih in £ms1 and JCoaScktuatf 7^5 
C iv'n up t' a».xc|>Pobate a mmhde 
As fpiritual ontlaws, <wiioinJ(he fyr*t 
Of miracle can ne*er neftore. 
^Ve, whom ac £ill tbey let 4ip.uiider» 
In revelatioD ooJy of plMidet, 790 

Who iince hk^e had lb aifaay t iwaU 
Of theip4ncroaehiiig felf*deAiilt» 
That rook'd upoA ^» with -defign 
To oQt-refonn and 4uidermioet; 
Took all our interdls and 4:oauiiafids 7$j^ 

Perfidipuily oot of owr isuids; 
lovolv'd U8 in the guilt <)fhlood» 
Without the motiveogains^allow'cl^. 
And made us feire as- minifterialy . . 
LikeyoaneBrdToiS'off&tiMrBeifiJy |4i» 

And yet for all th' itthuman :wrong 
Th' had 4«me iit » wod tlK-Oaoiie fii lo»g» 
We neter fail^ 4o can-y oft 
The Work ftill» as we hadlieguo: 
Bat true aiid^ifttfafally/6faey*d« f4$ 

And neither |nreadi*d then hiiit,.nor pff»y 4( . 
Nor trouUed thmn to.ccopi oar «ftn» 
Nor hang as like:il» cavaKer* ; 
Nor put them t» xkuf «bal«^.i>f «tab» 
To find us pill'nes and cart-ttailtt fjf^ 

Or hangman's wagps, whioh ibeilat^ 
Was fbrc'd (before them) tp betat^ 
That cut, like tallieiy fiothe jftunqjp«» . 
Oar ears for keeping true.a€cooj^a^ 
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^fid burnt owydSeht IHee ajiew f j^ 

Scil'd peck or boibcU £m b'ing true; 

Bat hand in hand, Uke Outhfai brothers* 

Held for the Caufe s^^ft all otbera, 

DifdainiDg equally to yield 

Ooe fyllable of what we held. 760 

And tho* we differed now and then 

rSeut outward things, and outWfird men i 

Our inward n^aoi aod oonflant frame 

Of fpirit, ftlll were near the£iine% 

And till they firH began to QiAt* ^6^ 

And fprinkle down the CoTcnaai^ 

W^ ne'er had call in any placey 

Kor dream'd of teaching d^wn free grace ; 

But join'd oar gifts perpettiaUy 

Againil the common enemy^ 1 770 

Altho' 'twas our and their opinion, 

Kai:h other's church w«i but ftRimmoa; 

And yet for all this.gofpelr«uikii». 

And outward ^w of Cburch-^commiioiob,. 

They'll ne'er admit us to oiir ihares^. 77J 

Of ruling Churdi or flate 9Ssm ; 

Mor give us leare t* abftlire or leitenec. 

T' our own eondkion» of repefiftafioe ; 

But fliar'd our dividend o'th' crown-. 

We had fo painfiiHy prea^ 'd down t Tto 

And forc'd uti ^o^-agHfiift the griiii, 

T* have calls to teach it up- again ;• 

For *twa8 birt jbAkefo reflo^e^ • 

The wrongs we had received beforej 

And when 'twas held forth in oar way, ^8^ 

W had been «iigr«tefy not to pay t 


CantdIL H U D t B R. A S. foj 

Vlio, for the riglitw' have done the aatioa^ 

Have earo'd our temporal iahrstioot 

And put oar veflek in a^ay 

Once more to come agsia in play. 790 

For if the taming of us out 

Has brought this providence about; 

And that our only fufiering 

Is able to bring in the king : 

WHiat would our a^ons not have done» j^ 

Had we been fofer'd to go 00 ? 

And therefore amy pretebd t' a (bare^ 

At lead in carryingron th* a£iur. 

But whether that be €0 or not, 

W have done enough to have it thought; 9go 

And that's as good as if w ' had doie't^ 

And eafier pafs'd upon account: 

For if it be but half deny'd, 

'Tb half as good as juftify 'd. 

The world is patVally av«r& 905 

To all the truth it fees, or heat 8» 

But fwallow^ nonieBie^'and a lie» 

Wuh greedinefa asd^nttony ; 

And xiH>' it have the pi^|ue» and long^ 

*Tis ftill for fomething ift the wrong ; ^to 

As women long when they're with child> 

For things extravagant and wild ; 

For meats ridiculooi and fulfon^. 

But feldom any thug that's wholeibme ^ 

Andy like the world* mens jol^ernoles $ij 

Turn round about their ears, the poles ^ 

And what they'ie CDnfideAtly.told» 

By no fenfe eUecan be coiitroU'd^ 


Ooce more tohoigfe in Po»Ti«knee#. . &M 

For as relapfea mak^^ltfofifis 

|tf#re deip *rate ttop ilbar &rft tfiCcOet ( 

If we but get again ia|i»wjrt 

Our woric is caiieftbtB JMliM»^ 

And we more ready 4Md et^pei C ft« 

i' til' myftery co do onr .narL 

Wje, whottidfttkrniiMienuke 

The (irft war tO!Qroa«e^ iiiah.aiilaet 

And when aF omluiig *Mnf ibtgMi* 

Rais'd funds as ftrat|^ito«ai«nfHt>ftx i tSfft 

Trepanfi'd the ftat^i^ and £ric kl it jdowii> 

«4Vidi i^i^cS'Snid }irojafi»4»f biirvwsd 

And if we tli)dibdbiba«i attfiift* 

What can we nowt wo!re»bQCC|if viei»'4 ; 

Who have a freer ktiMide t|S 

Than tinners give tkeinfiAiifa» iUow'di 

Ai)d therefore likeN8ftjtD>l|UBgi«i. • 

On faireft terms* oir^fi&ipline; 

To which it wa^^eiriBlkliaqBlinBe^ < . 

We wa« 0Edain*d iyy ^pHtMism^s #|6 

When three S&iite' eani^ ^m^prndtibniRiie^ 

Thfc Caufe's |Htimici3i«iCDnfirflbf s» 

B*ing of\KBf% «hft4)tciMi ftood 

In juft fo many ^leacs^fifijitfodt 

That, jnultipiyU.4>fiix^ «aE|irsil iiitf 

The perfoftoistdbev aFdin! bcaA« 

And provMithat iKr>Q»ft(be.lhe mstk 

To bring thisfvork aboot agon i 

And thofe wh« hid the 'fiitt IbondlaiMii^ 

<^ompletctheiJiottoq|^YGf«inaaoii:; . .i%i 
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For who hare gifts to carry on 
So great a^work, but we alone; 
>Vhat churches hare fuch able pallors, 
And precious, powerful, preaching maflers ? 
PoiTefs'd with abfolute dominions - Zs5 

O'er brethren's purfes and opinions ? 
And trufted with the double keys 
Of Heaven, and their warehoufes ; 
Who, when the Caufe is in diftrefs. 
Can furnifh out what fums they pleafe^ t6o 

That brooding ly in banker's hands. 
To be difpos*d at their commands ; 
And daily increafe and muliiply. 
With do^rine, ufe, and ufury : 
Can fetch in paities (as in war, %$s 

All other heads of cattle are;) 
. Fr6m th' enemy of all religions. 
As well as high and low conditions ; 
And (hare them, from blue ribands, dowp 
To all blue aprons in the town ; 870 

From ladies hurried in calleches. 
With cor*nets at their footmen's breeches, 
To bawds as fat as mother Nab ; 
All guts and belly, like a crab. 
Our party'8 great, and better ty'd ^75 

With oaths, and trade than any fide : 
Has one confiderable improvement. 
To double fortify the cov'naot : 
I mean our covenants to purchafe 
Delinquents titles and the churches : tSm 

That pafs in fale, from hand to hand. 
Among ourfelves, for current land i 
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And rife or fall, fike Indian a^bns* 

According to the -rate of fa^ions. 

Our beft reicrre for refofmation, SZs 

When new outgoing give occadon : 

That keeps the loins of brethren j;irt. 

The Covenant (their creed) t' affert : 

And when th* have pack'd a parliament, 

Will once more try th* expedient : 8yp 

Who can already mufter friends. 

To ferve for members to cor ends. 

That reprelent no part o* th' nation. 

But Fiftier's-Folly congregation ; 

Are only tools to our intrigues, ^95 

And fit, like geefe, to hatdi our eggs: 

Who, by their precedents of wit, 

T'out-faft, out-loiter, and out fit. 

Can order matters underhand* 

To put all bus'nefs to a ftam?:: ^po 

Lay public bills afide for private. 

And make *era one apother flrive out : 

Divert the great and neceflary, 

With trifles to cpnteft and vary; 

And make the nation repreftnt 905 

And ferve for us in parliament; 

Cut out more work than can be done 

In Plato's year, but fi.nifli npne; . 

Unlefs it be the bulls of Lenthal^ 

That always pafs*d for fundamental; - ft* 

Can fet up grandee agAi.hft grandee, 

To fquander timeaway^ and bandy; 

Make lord^ and G^rnmoners lay iieges 

To one anotfcer^s privileges ; ' 
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And rather than compound the quarrel^ fi§ 

Engage, to th' inevitable peril 

Of both their rains; th* only fcope 

And confolation of oar hope : 

Who, tho* we do not play the gamc> 

AiEft as much -by giving aim. jfSO 

Can introduce ourantient arts. 

For heads of fatflions t* a(5t their^parts; 

Know what a* leading voice is w^rth» 

A {econding» a third, or fourth ; 

How much a cailiog voice comes to, 9^ 

That turns np trump of Ay or No ; 

And by adjufting all at th* end, 

Shaie every one his dividend. 

An art that fo mach ftudy coft. 

And now's in danger to be loft, 9i9 

Unlefs our antient virtuofos. 

That found it out, get into th* houfe^. 

Thefe are the courfes that we took 

To carry things by hook or crook ; 

And pra£Hs*d down from fbrty-feur, 935- 

Until they tum'd us out of door; 

Befides the herds of heutrfm^ 

We iet on work without the houie ; 

When evVy knight and citizen 

Keeps Icgiilative joorneymeni f40 

To bring them ia tnteliiigbnoe 

From all points of the fabbJe's fenfe ; 

And fill the lobbies of 60th Houies o 

With politic important buzzes : 

Set up committees of cabals, '94I 

To pack defigps wLthoat the walls ; 
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Extminr, aod draw up all news, 

Aod fit it to oar prefent ufe. 

Agree npon the plot o* th' farce* 

And evVy one his part rehearfe. 95* 

Make q*s of anfwers, to waylay 

What th' other party's like to fay : 

What lepartees, and fmart refledionSt 

Shall be return'd to all objedions ; 

And wko (hall break the mafter-jefty 957 

Aod what, and how, upon the reft: 

Help pamphlets out, with falfe editions. 

Of proper ilanders and feditions; 

And treafon for a token fend. 

By letter to a country-friend ; 960 

Difperie lampoons, the only wit 

That men,^ like burglary, commit; 

Wit falfer than a padder's face. 

That all its owner does, betrays ; 

Who therefore dares not truft it, wh^n 965 

He*s in his calling to be ieen. 

Difperfe the dung on barren earth. 

To bring new weeds of diicord forth ; 

Be fure to keep up congregations, 

In fpite of laws and proclamations: 970 

For Chiarlatans can do no good. 

Until they're mounted in a croud, 

And when they're punifh'd, all the hurt 

Is but to fare the bietter for *t : 

As long as confefFors are fure 97i 

Ofdouble pay for all th' endure; . 

And what they earn in per fecution. 

Arc paid t' a groat ia contribution^ 
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Whence fome tub holders- forth hare made 

In powdViog tubs their richeft trade ; 9S0 

And, while they keej^ their ihaps tn prIfon» 

Hate found their prices llrangely rifen, 

I>iCdain to own the kaft regret 

For ail the Chriflian blood w* have let; 

'Twill fave our credit* aad majataiA •gts 

Our title to do fo again; 

That needs not coil one dram of fsafcf 

But pertinacious impudeuce. 

Our conftancy t* pur principles^ 

In time will wear out all things elfe : ^90 

Like marble flatues, rubb'd in pieces, 

"With gallantry of pilgrims kifTcs ; 

While ihofe who turn and wind their oaths. 

Have fweli '-d and funk, iike other froths : 

Prevaird a while, but 'twas not long 99^ 

Before from world to world they fwung : 

As they had turn'd from fide to iide, 

Aod as the changelings liv'd, they dy'd : 

Thus faid, th' impatient ilates-monger 
Could now contain himfelf no longer; rocG 

Who had not fpar'd to ihew his piques 
Againft th' hatanguer's politics. 
With fmart remarks, of leering faces. 
And annotations of grimaces, 
After h' had mioifter'd a dofc looj 

Of fnuflF-mundungus to his nofe, 
And powder'd th * inCde of bis fkuU, 
Ififtead of th' outward jobbemol. 
He (hook it, with a fcornfcd look^ 
Od th* adverfary, and tfaua he fpokei loxe 
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In drafiiiiga«aif'shead» altbo' 
Tke toDgae.aod braint together go. 
Both keep fo great a diilancc here, 
'Tis ftrange if tvisr they come near ; 
For who did ever {xiaybig gambols, loss 

With fucb-iaMferaye rambles; 
To make the bmgktg in the KING, 
And keeping of him out* one thing ? 
Which none could do^ but thofe that fwoFe 
T* as point-blank nonfeniie heretofore : zeto 
That to defend, was to invade. 
And to afTaffinate, to aid ; 
Unlefs, becaule yofi drove him out, 
(And that was never made a doubt,) 
No power is aUe to reftore ' icaj 

And bring htm in, but on your fcore: 
A f^ititual doftrine, that conduces 
Mofl properly to a!l your uies. 
'Tis true, a icorpion's oil is faid 
To cure th& wounds the vesmine made ; 1050 
And weapons, ch-ei^'d with ialvesy ^eftorc 
And heal the huns they gave befoie : 
But whether Preibytertaos ha?e 
So much good-nature as the iaWe, 
Or virtue in them, as the vesmine, 103 j 

Thofe who have try^'^faem^caa det^mine. 
Indeed, 'tis pityyoa fitonld fluid 
Th' arrears of all your iervices« 
And for th* ^ecnaLobligatiOo 
Y' have laid upon tii' ttagraccfal natioo^ XO40 
Be us*d fo unc^d]cioaably ha«d^ 
Asoot tofiadajuftieward, , 
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For letting Rapine IcM>(b, and Mimhery 
To rage jaft fo far, but 00 further; 
^nd fetting all the land on fire, ZC45 

To burn t' a fcantling, but no higher ; 
For vent'ring to affaffinate. 
And cut the throats of chnrch and ftace ; 
And not b' aIIow*d the fitteft inea 
To take the charge of both agen, Z050 

Efpecially that have the grace 
Of felf- denying, gifted face ; 
vVho when your proj^edts have Riifcarry'd> 
Can lay them, with nndaumed forehead^ 
On thofe you. painfully tiepann'd, 1055 

And fprinkled in at fecond habd ; 
As we have been, to (hare the guik 
Of Chriftfaa blood, devoutly fpilt *, 
For fo our ignorance was flamm'd 
To damn ourfelves, t* avoid b'ing damii'd; icio 
Till finding your old foe, the hangman, 
Was like to lurch you at batkgammon. 
And win your necks up6n the fet. 
As well as otrrs, who did but ber ; 
(For he had draw^ your ears before, ic#5 

And nick*d them on the fdf-^fame fcore,) 
We threw the box and dice away, 
Before y' had loft us, at foul play; 
And brought^you down to rook, and lie, 
And fancy only, on the by; «c^o 

Redeemed your forfeit jobbernoles. 
From perching upon lofty poles ; 
Ax>d refcu'd all your outward traitors 
From hanging up, like alligators ; 
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For which ingeobufly Y have ihew*d 1075 

Your Prcfbytcrian gratitude ; 
Would freely have paid us home in kind. 
And not have been oae rope behind. 
Thofc were your motives to divide. 
And fcmple on the other iide, 1080 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force, 
Toifits of coofcience and rerocrfe : 
To be convinc*d they were in vain, 
/^nd face about for new again : 
For truth no moie unveird your eyef, xcSj 

Than maggots when they turn to £ies: 
^Afid therefore all your L'ghts and calls 
Are but apotr^-phal, and falfe, 
To charge us with the confequences 
Of all your native in folcDC«8; xcjo 

That to your own inoperious wtlk 
Laid law and gofpel neck and heels; 
Corrupted the Old Teftaraeot, 
To ferve the New for precedent : 
T' amend its errors and dtfc<5^s, 1095 

AVi'h aiurth^r, and rebellion -texts ; 
Oi which there is not any one 
In all the book to fow upon ; 
And therefgre (from your tribe) the Jews 
Jlcid Chrillian doarine* forth in ufe ; 2100 

As Mahomet, your chief, began ' 
To mix them in the Alcoran; 
Denounced and pfay*d with fierce devotioD». 
And bended elbows on the cu(hion ; 
Stole fron» the beggars all your tones, i lOi 

And gifted modifying groans ; 
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Had lights v/htrc better eyes were blinds 

As pigs are iaid to fee the wind : 

Fiird Bedlam with predeftination, 

And Knights -bridge with illumination : xzio 

Made childrer)> with your tones^ to lua for*t» 

As bad at Bloody-Bones or Lunsford; 

While won>en great with child mifcarry'd^ 

For being to maligaants marry'd : 

Transformed all wives to Daliiahs^ is 15 

"Whofe hu (bands were not for the Caufe ; 

And turn 'd the men to ten-horn*d cattle> 

Becaufe they came not out to battle } 

Made tailors *prentices turn heroes* 

For fear of being transformed to Meroz) mp^ 

And rather forfeit their indentures. 

Than not to efpoufe the Saints* adventures^ 

Could tranfubftantiate, naetamorphofe. 

And charm whole herds of beafbs, like Orj^iens ; 

Inchant the king's and churches lanes* x 115 

T* obey and follow their commands; 

And fettle on a new freehold. 

As Marclay-hill had done of old. 

Could turn th' Covenant, and tranilate 

The gofpel into fpoons and plate ; iiyo 

Expouad upon all merchants ca/hes» 

And open th' intricateft places ; 

Could catechize a money-box. 

And prove all pouches onHodox; 

Until the Caufe became a Damon, - 113$ 

And Pythias the wicked Mammon, 

And yet, in fpdte of all your charms^ 
To conjure Legion up in arms ; 
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And rai& more d&vtis in the rout, 
Thao e'er y * were able^to caft out. 1x40 

Y' have been reduc'd, and by thefe fools 
Bred up, you fay» in your own fdiools; 
Who, tho* but gifted at your feet» 
Have made it plain they hare more wit: 
By whom y^ have been fo oft trepaAn'd, Z14J 
And held forth out of all con»maad : 
Ottt*gifted, out-impu<s'd» ouc*dooe» 
And out-reveal'd at Carryings *oo: 
Of all your dkfpenfatioas worm'd, 
Out-providenc'd and out-reform'd; 1150 

E3e(5led out of church aflHl ftate. 
And all things but the people *« hate; 
And fpiriied out of di* enjoyments 
Of prectous, edifying employments. 
By thofe who bdg*d their gifts and graces, 1155 
Like better bowlers, in your places ; 
All which you bore with refblution^ 
Charg'd on th * account of pet fecution ^ 
And tho' mod righteoufly opprefs'd, 
Againft your wills, ftill: acquiefc'd ; xz^ 

And never hamm'd and hau'd fedition^ 
Nor fnuffled treafon nor^^ifion : 
That is, bccBufe you never darft; 
For had you preach 'd and pray*d your worfb, 
Alas ! you were no longer able 116$ 

To raife your poffe of the rabble t- 
One fingle red- coat tentinel 
'Ottt-charra*d the magic of the fpeH';. 
And with his fquirt-fire, could difperft 
sVhok troops, with chapter rais'd, and vtrfe ^ 
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"We know too wel^thofe tricks of yours, 1171 

To leave it ever in your pow'rs ; 

Or truft our fafeties, or undoings. 

To your difpofing of Oui-goings : 

Or to your ordVing providence 1175 

One farthing's worth of confequence. 

For had you powV to undermine. 
Or wit to carry a deHgn, 
Or correfpondence to trepan, 
Inveigle, or betray one man; ' X180 

There's nothing elfe that intervenes. 
And bars your zeal to ufe the means; 
And therefore wondrous like, no doubt. 
To bring in kings, or keep them out : 
Brave undertakers to reftore, li^f 

That could not keep yourfelves in pow'r ; 
T* advance the int^refts of the crown. 
That wanted wit to keep your own.^ 

Tis true, you have (for I'd be loth 
To wrong ye) done your parts in both, 1190 
To keep him out, and bring him in. 
As grace is introduc'd by fin. 
For ^twas your zealous want of fenie. 
And fandtify'd impertinence. 
Your carrying bus *nefs in a huddle, 119J 

That forc'd our rulers to new mode); 
Obliged the ftate to tack about. 
And turn you, root aiid branch, .all out ; 
To rcformado, one and all, 
T* your great Croyfado general. ncO 

Your greedy (lav 'ring to' devour, 
)3efore 'twas in your cIutclKS pow'r> 
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IW ff nuKg'the game you were to £^t, 

Itefore y* bad time to draw the net : 

Yoar fpite to fee the churdi's lands x ao5 

Divided into other's hands^ 

And all yoar facrilegious ventures 

Lwd out in tickets and debentures r 

Your envy to be fprinkled down. 

By under churches in thjs town ; I aio 

^nd no courfe us*d to flop their mouths. 

Nor the Independent's fpteading growths. 

All which confider'd, 'tis moft true 

None bring him in fo much as you; 

Who have prevailed beyond the plots, tus 

The midnight junto's, and ieal*d knots; 

'XlMfct thrive more by your zealous piques. 

Than all their own rafii politics. 

And this way you may claim a (hare 

In carrying (as you brag) th' affair ; I»I9 

£lfe frogs and toads, that croak'd.the Jews 

From Pharaoh, and his brick-kilos, loofe ; 

And flies and mange, that fet them free 

From taik-mafters, and Oavery, 

Were likelier to do the feat, si%S 

In an indifferent man's conceit: 

For who e'er heard of reftoration. 

Until your thorough reformation ? 

That is, the king's and church's lands 

Were fequefbr'd int' other hands ;. za|« 

For only then, and not before. 

Your eyes were open 'd to reflore. . 

And when the work was carrying -on. 

Who crofs'd it, but yourfclves alooe ? 
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Asby a world of hints appeare, i 

All plain and extant, as your ears. 

ButGrfto' th'firft; The lile of Wight 
WiH rife up, if you ihould deny't ; 
Where Henderfon, and th' other Mafles, 
Were Tent to c^p texts, and put cafes ; I 
I'o pafs for deep and learned fcholars, 
Altho' bnt paltry Ob and SolIerS! 
As if th' unfeafonable fools 
Had been a-couifing in the fchools; 
Until th' had prov'd the Devil author i 

O' th' Cav'nant, and the Caufe h!g tjaughter 
For when they charg'd him with the guilt 
'of all the blood that had been fpiit; 
Th' did not mean he wrought ih' efFuHoo 
In petfon like Sir Pride, or Hughfon : . i 
But only tbofe who firfl begun 
The quarrel, were by him fct oa> 
And'who conld thofe be but the Saints, 
Thofe leformation-termagants ? 

But ere this pafs'd, the uife debate I 

Spent {a mtich time, it grew too late ; 
For Oliver had gotten ground, 
T" inclofe him with his warriors rouad: 
Had bi -.ight his providence about. 
And turn 'd th' untimely fophifts out. I 

Nor had the Uxbridge bua'neb k. 
Of nonfenfe in't, or foiiilhnefs ; 
When from a fcoundrel holder-fort! 
The fcum, as well as foo o* th' eartl 
Your mighty fcnators took law. 
At his coitanuod weire fofc'd t' withi 
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Ahi facrificc the pei^ 6*'tb* natioil^ 

To doArine, ufc/ and'applicatidh; 

So when the Scots, your conftant crome^^ 

Th* efpoufcrs of youi* caufe knd momissy ri 70 

Who had fo often, in yovit aitf, 

Sd many ways beeft foaodly paid, 

Came in at laft for better lends, 

To prove themftlvcs your tniffyfrieods; 

YoQ bafcly left them, and the church 1075 

They irain'd you up to, in the lurch. 

Afid fuflFer*d your own tribe'of Chriftrans 

To fall before, as true Phih'ftfcies. 

This ihews what utenfils y * have been. 

To bring the king*8 conccrnmenb in : x a Jo 

Which is fo far from being true, 

Thii none but he can bring in you*; 

And if he take ycfa into truft/ 

Will find you motf exactly juft'; 

Such as will puriftiiaHy repay tt^s 

With double intVefl, and betray. 

I^ot that I think thefe pantomimes, 
Who vary anions with thetime^, 
Are kfs ingeniotrs in their art. 
Than thofe who diilly aft one part ; xx^ 

Or thofe who turn from fide to fide. 
Moire guilty than the wind and tide. 
All countries are a wife man's home. 
And fo are governments to Tome, 
W^ho change them for the fame intrigued ti^s 
That ftatefnipn ufe iri breaking leagues : 
\\*Tiile others in old faiths and troths, 
Lookodd, asout-Qf-fafhion*d cloaths; . 
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AodnaftieriiiLaA.olil 0(^uon» 

Than thofe who never (hift their lioen. i|PO 

For troe and fait^{ol*«ibre to \qjk% 
Which way ^ver jiie g^e goes : 
And whether panics lo^ or w^n» 
Is always nick*d» or elfe hedg*d in. 
While iK>w*r ufurp'd, like j^J'n delight, zjoj 
Is mote bewitcking than the right* 
And when the timps b^gp. to alter* 
None riie fo high as from the halter. 

And {o may we, if w* have bat ^t^k 
To nfe the oecdTary means ; 13 lO 

And not your ufual flrat^ems 
On one another, Uglits ai^d. dreams ; 
To ftand on terms as pofltive » 
As if we did not take, but give : 
Set Mp the Covenant on crutches* 13 ij 

'Gainft thoie who have us in their clutches.* 
And dream of polling cburches dpwo^ 
Before w' are (ure t^ prop our own : 
Your conftant r?^^hod of j;>roqee4iog* 
Without the carpal ipe;^ns of brec^difig : i ^ so 
Who* 'twixt your if^war4 fenfe and outwatd* 
Are worfe than if y* h^d, ■^O''^ accoutj^ed. 

1 grant, all cqurfes.are in vain, 
Unlefs we can get ii^ again ; 
The only w^y tiiat*s left ua now* H^S 

But all the dj^Qulty *s«.how I 
Tis true, w'.have mooey» the only ponv'r 
That all mankind f^Jls down before : 
Money, that,.. like the Cwgrdofkingf* 
Is the laft reafon.ofall tluQgp; 
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And therefore need not doubt our play 
Has all advantages that way : 
At long as men have faith to fell. 
And meet with thofe that can pay well; 
Whofe half-ftarr'd pride and avarice, is$S 

One church and ftate will not fuffice, 

r 

T' cxpofe to faFe, befide the wages 

Of ilonng plagues to after ages. 

Nor is our money lefs oar own, 

Than 'twas before we laid it down ; ij |0 

For 'twill return, and turn t* account. 

If we arc brought in play opon't; 

Or but, by cafting knar es, get in, 

What powV can hinder us to win ? 

We know the arts we us'd before, 1345 

In peace and warj and fomething more ; 

And by th' unfortunate events, 

Can mend our next experiments : 

For when we are taken into truft. 

How eafy are the wifeft chooft ? 1550 

Who fee but th' outfides of our feats. 

And not their fecret fprings and weights : 

And while they're bufy at their eafc. 

Can carry what defigns we pleafe : 

How eafy is 't to ferve for agents, r jjj 

To profecute our old (engagements ? 

To keep the good old Caufe on foot, 

And prefent pow *r irom taking root ; 

InHame them both ^lith faffe alarms 

Of plots, and parties taking arnis ; ZjSt 

To keep the nation's wounds too wide 

Froifi healing up of fide to fide ; 
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Profefs the peffiOaat'A concernsy 
For both their interefb-by turns* 
The only way t* improve onr own» t^6s 

By dealing faithfully with none ; 
(As bowls run true» by being made 
On purpoie falfe, and to be fway'd: 
For if we (hould be tru^ to either 
'Twould tarn us oat of both together ; s 3 70 
And therefore have no other meant 
To ftand upon our own defence. 
But keeping up our ai^tient party 
In vigour, confident and hearty ; 
To reconcile our late dtflenters, ^375 

Our brethren, tho' by other venters ; 
Unite them, and their di^Prent maggots. 
As long and fhort fticks are in faggots: 
And make them join again as clofe. 
As when they firft began t' efpouie ; 1380 

£red them into feparate 
New Jewi/h tnbes, in church and flate; 
To join in marriage and commerce. 
And only *mong themielves converCe, 
And all that are not of their mind, 13S5 

Make enemies to ail mankind ; 
Take all religions ii|, and itickle 
From conclave down to conventicle : 
Agreeing (lill, or difagreeing. 
According to the light in bcin^ X390 

Sometimes for liberty of confci^cc^. 
And fpiritual mifrule in One fenfe : 
Bat in another quite contrary, 
As difpeniatioos tfhanoe to van^^ ; . . 
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And ftaod for, as the tioes will bear it, 1^95 

All contradi^iooiiof the fpirit: 

Pfotedl their emi^Taries* impowV'd 

To preach feditioo and the word : 

And when they're hamper'd by the laws, 

Rdeafe the lab'ters for the Caofe ; 1400 

And turn the periecatioa back 

On thofe that made the firft attack. 

To keep them equally in awe. 

From breaking or maintaining lav ; 

And when they have their fits too iboo, 1405 

Before the fall tides of the moon^ 

Pot off their zeal t' a fitter feafon, 

For fowing faction in, and treaibo ; 

And keep them hooded, and their churches. 

Like hawks from bailing on their perches : 1410 

That when the blefied time fhall come 

Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 

They may be ready to reftore 

Their own ^fth mooardiy once more. 

Mean while foe better arm'd to fence Z415 
Againft revolts of Providence, 

By watching narrowly, and fnapping 

All blind fides of it, as they happen: 

For if fuccefs could make os-.^dnts, 

Our^ruin turn*d us raifcreartts : r4 «> 

A fcandal that would fall too hard 

Upon a few, and unprepar*d, 
Thefe arc the courfes we muft run, 

'Spite of our hearts, or be undone t 

And not to (land 00 terms and fneaks, Z4>5 

before we have iecur'd oar aecks-; 
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But do our vork, as out of light. 
As flars by day, and fans by night : 
All licence of the people own. 
In oppofition to the crown ; 1430 

And for the crown as fiercely iidt, 
The head and body to divide ; 
The end of all we firfl defign*d. 
And all that yet remains behind : 
Be fure to fpare no public rapine^ 14 35 

On all emergencies that happen ; 
For 'tis as eafy to ihpplant 
Authority, as men in want ; 
As fome of us, in trufts, have made 
The one hand with the other trade ; X440 

Galn*d raftly by their joint endeavour. 
The right a thief, the left receiver; 
And what the one, by tricks, foreftalPdy 
The other, by as fly, retail'd. 
For gain has wonderful effeds X445 

T' improvt the faAory of fedls; 
The rule or faith in all profeilions. 
And great Diana of th* Ephefians ; 
Wbence turning of religion's made 
The means to turn and wind a trade. 1450 

And tho' fome change it for the worfe> 
They put themfelves into a courfe ; 
And draw in ftore of cuftomers. 
To thrive the better in commerce : 
For all religions flock together, X455 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather ; 
To nab the itches of their fe^ts, 
Ai jades do one another's necks. 

Ec % 
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Hence 'tis, hypociify as well 
Will ierve t* improve a Church as zeal i^ Z460 
• As execution or promotion. 
Do equally advance devotion* 

Let bos*neis, like ill watches, go 
Sometimes too faft, fometimes too flow; . 
For things in ofder are put out 146s 

So eafy, eafe itfelf will do't ; 
But when the fate's deiign'd and meant. 
What miracle can bar th' event ? 
For 'tis more eafy to betray, 
Than rold ::"" other way. 1470 

All poilible occaftuos ftarf , 
The wcighiieft matters to divert ; 
Obftru<El, perplex, diftta^l, intafigle, 
And lay perpetual trains to wrangle. 
But in'affairs of lefs import, ' 1475 

That neither do us good nor hurt« 
And they receive as little by, 
Out-fawn as much, and oot>coraply; 

And fccm a&fcrupufouOyjuft, • 

To bait our hooks for greater truft; 1480 

But dill be careful to cry down 

All public a^ons, tho' our own; 

The leaft mifcarriage aggravate. 

And charge it all upon the ftate ; 

Exprefs the hoc rid'ft deteflration, 1485 

And pity the diftra^cd nation. 

Tell ftories fcandalous and falft, 

I * th* proper language of cabals. 

Where all a fubtile ftatefman fays. 

Is half in words, aod half in face ; 149^ 
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(As Spaniards tsJk in Hiakifgiftj 

Of heads and fhoulders, nods, addihniggi:) 

lotruft it under folemn tows 

Of mum, and filence* and the role. 

To be retatl'd again in whifpers, 1495 

For th' eafy cr^dalons to diiperie. 

Thus far the fiateiman — When a fhont. 
Heard at a diftance^ put him out; 
And flraight another all aghaft, 
RuOi 'd in with equal fear and hafte; 1500 

Who ftar'd aboat as pale as death, 
And» for a while, as oat of breath; 
Till having gathered up his wits. 
He thus began his tale by fits. 

That beafUy rabble that caipe down ijcj 
From all the garrets — in the town. 
And flails, and /hop-boards, — ^in raft fwarms, 
"With new-chalk'd bills — and mHy arms. 
To cry the Cauie^— up, heretofore. 
And bawl the BiOiops — out of door ; xjza 

Are now drawn up — in greater ihoals. 
To roaft— and broil us on the coals. 
And all the grandees— of our members. 
Are carbonading — on the embers; 

Knights, citizens, and burgefles 2JX$ 

Held forth by rumps — of pigs and geefe. 
That icnre for chara^ers — and badges 
To repreient their perfonages; 
Each bonefire is a fun'ral pile,. 
In which they roaft— and fcorch, and broil. 
And cv'ry repreientative j^%j 

Have vow'djo roaft— and broij alive ; 

£e 3 


SoS HUDIBRAS. f^ut III. 

And 'tis a miracle-we are not 
Already facrific'd incarnate* 
For while we wrangle here, and jar, ^S^S 

AV* are grilly'd all at Temple- Bar; 
Some on the fign-poft of an ale-lioufe 
Hang, in effigie, on the gallows. 
Made np of rags, to peribnate 
Refpeftive officers of date ; -15 30 

That henceforth they may ftaod reputed, 
ProfcribM in law» and executed » 
And while the Work was carrying on. 
Be ready liiled under Duo ; 
That worthy patriot, once the bellows, 1555 
And tinder-box of all bis fellows;. 
The a^iv'f^ member of the five. 
As well as the molt primitive ; 
Who, for his faithful fervice then* 
Id choien for a fifth 'agen ; ms4i> 

(For fince the flate has made ti^auil 
Of generals, he's lifted in't;) 
This worthy, as the world will iay. 
Is paid in fpecie, his own way : 
For, moulded to the life in clouts, 1^545 

Th ' have picli'd from dunghills hereabouts. 
He's mounted on a hazel bavin, 
A cropt malignant baker gave bin : 
And to the largeft bonefire riding. 
They've roafted Cook already, and Pride in. 
On whom, in equipage and date, %ssf 

His fcarc-crow fellow-members wait. 
And march' in order, two and two. 
As at thankfgiviogs th* us'd to do'. 
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Each in a unert lallfmaD.^ 
Like Tcrmine in efligie llain. 

Bat nhat's more dreadful than the rcA, 
Thafe rumpt are bui the tail o' th' beaft. 
Set up by Popifh engioeeia. 
As by the cracken plaioly appears ; 
For HOBO but Jefuita have a miiEon 
Topreacblthe faith with ammunitioR, 
And propagate the church with powder ; 
Their founder was ablowoup foldier. 
Thefe fpiritoal pioneers o ' th ' whorea. 
That have the charge of all her iiores, 
Since5rft they fail 'din their deiigna. 
To take ia Heav'o by fpiinging raineSi 
And with umnfwerable barrels 
Of guD-powder, difpute their quarrels; 
Now take a couffe more priAicable, 
By layiag trains to (ire the rabble. 
And blow aa up in th' open ftresis, 
Difgms'd in rumps, like Sambemtes; 
More like to tuin aod confonnd. 
Than all their do^rines under ground. 

Nor have they chofen lumps anufi. 
For fymbols of Itaie-myltenes ; 
Tho' fome fuppofe 'twas but to (hew- 
How much they fcorn'd the Sainta, th< 
■ Who, 'eaufe they're xirafted to the ftun 
Are teprefented beft by rumps. 
Bnt Jefutts have deeper reaches 
In ail thtir politic far-fetches ; 
And from their Coptic ptieft, Kirchems 
Found out this myftic way to jeer us. 
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For as th' Egyptians «s*d by bees 

T* exprefs their antique Ptolemies ; 

And by their fltogs, the fwerds they wore. 

Held for authority and power : 1590 

Becaufe thefe fubtile animals 

Bear all their intereft in their tails ; 

And when theyVe once impair 'd in that, 

Aie banifh'd their well ordered ftate; 

They thought all governments were beft 1595 

By hieroglyphic rumps expreft. 

^or as in bodies natuial. 
The rump's the fundament of all ; 
So, in a commonwealth, or realm. 
The government is call'd the belm / x^o» 

With which, like veflels under {ail. 
They're turn'd and winded by the tail,. 
The tail which birds and fi/hes fteer 
Their courfes with, thro' iea and air: 
To whom the rudder of the rump is 1605 

The fame thing with the ftern and compafs. 
This (hews how perfe^ly the rump 
And commonwealth in nature jump*. 
For as a fly that goes to bed, 
Refts with his tail above his head ; r^io 

So, in this mungrel ftate of ours, 
The rabble are the fupreme pow'rs. 
That hors'd us on their backs, to (how us 
A jadifh trick at laft, and throw us. 

The learned ELabbins of the Jews 1615 

Write there's a bone, which they call htfz^ 
V th' rump of man, of fuch a virtue. 
No force in nature can do hurt to; 
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And therefore, at the laft gr^at day^ 

All th' other members fhalJ, they fay^ ' j6ao 

Spring out of this, as from a feed . 

All forts of vegetals proceed ; 
-From whfflce the learned fons of art 
^Os factum juftly ftyle that part. 

Then what can better reprefeot, i^a5 

Than this rump4>one» >the Parliajnent^ 

That, after fevVal rgde ejections, 
, And as prodigious refurredHons, 

With new reverfions of nixie lives, 

Starts up, and like a cat, revives ? 16 f^ 

But now, alas ! they're all expir'd, 

And th* houfe, as well as members, fir'd : 

C|>nfum*d tn kennels by the rout. 

With which they Other fires p^t outf; . 

Condemn*d t* ungoverping diftfefs, l6^S 

And paltry, private wretchedaef^ ; • 

Worfethar) the devil, to privation, 

Beyond all hopes of reiloration ; 

And parted like the body and ibul, 

Frorp all dominion and controul. z540 

We, who pould lately with a look 

Ena<ft, eftablifh, or revoke ; 

Whofe arbitrary nods gave law, 

And frowns kept multitudes in awe ; 

Before the bl after of whofe huff, 1645 

All hats, as in a florm, flew oflT; 

Ador'd and bow'd to by the great, 

Down to tiie footman and ^alet : 

Had more bent knees than chapel mats. 

And prayers, than the crowns of hats; 
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Shall DOW ^ fcorn'd as wretchedly. 

For roio*s jaft as low as high ; 

Which might be fafferM, were it all 

The horror that attends our fall ; 

For fome of us have fcores more large 16$ s 

Than heads and qaarters can difcharge ; 

And others, who, by reftlefi fcraping. 

With public frauds, and prtrate rapine. 

Have mighty heaps of wealih amafs^d. 

Would gladly lay a)I down at laft ; i66# 

And to be bat undone, entail 

-Their yeiTels on ptrpttM jail ; 

And blefs the der*I to 'make them farms 

Of forfeit fodls on no worfe terms. 

This faid, a near and louder fhout i66s 

Put ail th* aiTembly to the rout : 
' Who now began t' outrun their fear. 
As horfes do from thofe they bear ; 
But crowded on with fo much hafte. 
Until th' had blocked the paffage fad, i6jo 

And barricado*d it with haunches 
Of outward men, and bulks and paunches. 
And with their (boulders ftrore to fqueeze, 
And rather fave a crippled piece 
Of all their crufh'd and broken members, 1675 
Than have them grilly'd on the embers; 
Still prefHng on with heavy packs 
Of one another on their backs: 
The vanguard could no longer bear 
The charges of the forlorn rear; i6to 

But, born down headlong by the root. 
Were trampled forcly under foot ; 
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Yet nothing proy'd fo formidable. 
As th' horrid cook*ry of the rabble : 
And fear, that keeps all feeling out. 
As leiler pains are by the gout, 
Reliey'd 'em with a frefh fupply 
Of rally'd force, enough to fly. 
And beat a Tufcan running horfe, 
Whofc jockey-riddr is all ipurs. 
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THE AROUMEMT. 


The Knight and Squire** prodigUNis flight 
To quit tn' incbanted bowV b« night : 
He plods to torn his am'roui iHit 
T* a plea in law, and profecute { 
Repairs to connlcl to advife 
*Bont managiogtbe enterprife ; 
But firft refolves to try by letter. 
And one more fair addreis to get her. 
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Mankind creates itfelf, of fears. 
That fpring, like fern, that infedt weed. 
Equivocally, without feed. 
And hare no poffible foundation^ 5 

But merely in th* imagination ! 
And yet can do more dreadful feats 
Than hags, with all her imps and teats ; 
Make more bewitch and haunt them(elv^e$» 
Than all their nurferies of elres. lo 

For Fear does things fo like a witch, 
'Tis hard t' unriddle which is which : 
Sets up communities of fenfes. 
To chop and change intelligences ; 
As Roiicrucian virtuofos 15 

*ee with ears, and hear with nofes ; 
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And when tfacy neither fee nor hear. 

Have moie than both fupply'd by fear; 

That makes them in the dark fee vlfions. 

And hag themielres with apparitions ; so 

And when their eyes difcover leaft, 

Difcem the fubtleft objeds beft : 

Do things, not contrary alone. 

To th' conrfe of nature, but its own; 

The courage of the bravefl: daunt, %$ 

And turn poltroons as valiant ; 

For men as rciolnte appear, 

"With too much as too little fear ; 

And when they're out of hopes of £ying. 

Will run away from death by dying; jo 

Or turn again to (land it out, 

And thofe they fied, like lions, rout. 

This Hudibras had prov'd too true. 
Who, by the Furies left perdue. 
And haunted with detachments, fent fs 

From Marrfial Legion's regiment. 
Was by a fiend, as counterfeit, 
Keliev'd and refcu^d with a cheat; 
When nothiag but himfelf, and fear^ 
Was both the imps and conjurer ; 4/9 

-As, by th' rules o* th* eiriuoC, 
It follows in due form of poef y. 

Difguis'd in all (he mafic of oigtir. 
We left our champion on hisfl.glit, 
At blind-man's buff*, to grope his way* 4f 

In equal fear of night and day; 
Who took his dark and dtfp'rM CQVU^tkp 
He knew no better than his hork } 
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Aad by an uokflova devil ltd* 
(He knew as little whither) f)ed. 50 

He never was 10 greater need. 
Nor le(s capacity of fpeed: 
Dliabled, both in man and beaft. 
To fly and run away hts beft ; 
To keep the enemy, and fear, SS 

From equal falling on his rear. 
And tho' withkicks'and bangs he plyVi 
The further and the nearer fide : 
(As Teamen ride with all their force. 
And tug as if rhey row*d the horfe ; . 60 

And when the hackney fail* moft fwift. 
Believe they lag, or run adrift ;) 
So tho* he polled c-er fo faft. 
His fear was greater than his hafte r 
For fear, tho* fleeter than the wind, 65 

Believes 'tis always left behind. 
But when the mora began t' appear. 
And ihift t* another fcene his fear ; 
He found his new officious fhadc, 
' That came fo timely jto his aid, 7» 

And for c'd him from the foe t* tk^^e. 
Had turn'd itfelf to Ra?pho*s fliape. 
So like in perfon, garb, and pitch, 
Twas hard t' interpret which m^as which. 

For Ralpho had no fooner told 75 

The lady aD be had t * unfold. 
But flie conveyed him out of fight. 
To entertain th' approaching Kotght ; 
And while he gave himfelf drveriion, 
T* accommedate his beaft andperfon, ^ 
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And put his beard into a poilure 
At beft advantage to accoft her } 
She ordered th' antimafquerade 
(For his reception) aforefaid : 
liut when the ceremony was done* 2$ 

The lights put out, and Furies gone ; 
And HudibraSy among the reft. 
Convey 'd away» as Ralpho goeis'J; 
The wretched caitiff all alone 
(As he believ'd) began to moan, 9^ 

And tell his ftory tohimfdf; 
The Knight miftook him for an elf: 
And did fo ftill, till he began 
To fcruple at Ralph's outward man ; 
And thought, becauie they oft agreed 95 

T' appear in one another's ftead» 
And adt the faint's and devil's part^ 
With undiftiBguiihable art. 
They might have done ib now, perhaps, 
And put on one another's (faapes ; xoo 

And therefore, to refolve the doubt. 
He ftar'd upon him, and cry'd oat, 
What art ? my Squire, or that bold fpright 
That took bis place and ihape to«mg^t ? 
Some bufy Independent pug, X05 

Retainer to his fyaagogue ? 
Alas ! quoth he, I'm none of thofe 
Your bofom friends, as you fuppofe; 
But Ralph him(elf, your truily Squire, 
Who has dragg'd your Donibip out 0' th' mire. 
And from th' incliantments of a widow, 
Wh' had turn'd you int' a beafl, have tree' 
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And, tho' a piifoner of war, 
Hare brought you fafe where now you arc ; 
Which you would gratefully rei^ay, tts 

Your conftant Prefbytcriao way. ger: 

Thai's Granger, quoth the Knight, and ftran- 
Who gave thee notice of my danger ? 

Quoth he, Th* infernal conjurer 
Purfu'd aod took me prifoner; i^o 

And knowing yon were hereabout. 
Brought me along to find you our. 
\Vhere I, in hugger-mugger hid. 
Have noted all they faid or diJ. 
And the* they lay %o him ihc pageant, x»j 

I did not fee him, nor his agent; 
Who pJay'd their forceries out of fighr, 
T' avoid a fiercer fecond fight 
But didft then fee no devils then ? 
Not one, quoth he, but carnal men, 13^ 

A little worfe than ^ends in hell. 
And that flie-dev 1 Jezebel ; 
That laugh'd and tee hee*d with derifion, / 
To fee them take your depofition. 

What then, quoth Hudibras, was he XJ5 

That play'd the devil t' examine me? 
A rallv'mg weaver in he town. 
That d:d it in a parfon's gown*: 
Whom all the parilh lakes for gifted, 
But, fcr my part, I ne tr believ'd it : 140 

Xn which you told them all your feats. 
Your confcientious frauds and cheats : 
Deny'd your whipping, andconfefs*d 
The naked truth of all the reft. 
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More plainly tban the xer^roBd vriser, i4j 

That to our dmrcbes ? eiTd hb cutrew 
All which they took is hiadt and white. 
And codgeliM me to nndeivme* 

What made thee, when they aU were gone. 
And oooe hut thoa and I aJooe, is0 

To adl the devil, and forbear 
To rid me of my hcllifb fear ? 

Qaoth he, I knew yoor cooftant rate. 
And frame of fp'rit too obftioate. 
To be by me prerail'd npon, j^f 

With any motives of my own : 
And therefore ftrore to coooterfeit 
The devil a while, to nick your wit : 
The devi, that is yonr conftant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye : 1 60 

Elfe we might fbll have been difputing. 
And they with weighty drubs confuting* 

The Knight, who now began to find 
Th • had left th' enemy behind. 
And faw no further harm remain, 16^ 

But feeble wearinefs and pain: 
Pcrcei?*d, by lofing of their way, 
Th'had gain*d th' advantage of the day; 
And by declining of the road. 
They had, by chance their rear made 9:>od ; 1 70 
He ventar*d to difmifs his fear, 
That's parting's wont to rent andtear. 
And gave the defperat'ft attack 
To danger fbll behind his back. 
For having paus'd to recolIe<5t, 17' 

And on his pafi faccefs reflet, 
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T* esamioe and coDfider why, 

And whence, and how he came to fiy. 

And when no devil had appeared. 

What elfe, it con'd be faid, he fear'd; xSa 

It put him in fo fierce a rage, 

He once relblv'd to re-engage ; 

Tofs'd like a foot-ball back again, 

With fhame, and yengeance, and dildttn. 

Qaoth he. It was thy cowardice it^ 

That made me from this leaguer rife; 
And when I'd half reducM theplace. 
To quit it infarooufly bale. 
Was better covei'd by the mw 
Arriv'd detachment, than I knew : 190 

To flight my new acquefts, and run 
Vidlorioufly from battles won : 
And reckoning all I gain'd or loft. 
To ftll them cheaper than they coft; 
To make me put myfelf to flight, ipj 

And conquVing, run away by night ; 
To drag rac out, which th* haughty foe 
Durft never have prefum*d to do : 
To mount me in the dark by force» 
Upon the bare ridge of my horfe, soo 

Expos *d in querpo to their rage. 
Without my arms and equipage ; 
Left, if they ventur'd to purfue, 
1 might th* unequal fight renew : 
And, to preferve thy outward man,. sej 

AfTum'd my place, and led the van. 

All this, quoth Ralph, I did, 'tis troe,i 
^^ot to prgfcrve myfelf, but you. 
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Youy who were damo'd to bafer drabs 
Than wretches feel in powd'ring tubs, aio 

To mount two* wheel' d carroches, worfe 
Than managing a wooden horfe : 
Diagg^d out thro' ftraiter holes by th' ears» 
Eras'd or coup*d for perjurers. 
%Vho, tho' th* attempt had prov*d in yaby %t§ 
Had had no reafon to complain ; 
But fioce it profper'd, 'us unhandfome 
To blame the hand that paid your ranfom> 
And refcu'd your obnoxious bones 
From unavoidable batoons. %90 

The enemy was reinforced. 
And we difabled and unhorsed, 
Difarm'd, unqualify *d for fight. 
And no way left but haHy flight. 
Which, tho' twas defp'rate in the attempt, %%.j 
Has giv'n you freedom to condemn't. 
But were your bones in fit cQndition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis unfeafonable aud vain. 
To think of falling on again ; 930 

No martial proje<5l to furprifc. 
Can ever be attempted twice ; 
Nor caft defign ferve afterwards, 
As gameilers tear their lofing cards ; 
Befides, our bangs of man and beaft 9ZS 

Are fit for nothing now but reft. 
And for a while will not be able 
To rally and prove ferviceable; 
And therefore I, with reafon, chofe 
This ilratagem, t' amufe our foes, ar' 
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To mfike ao bonoiirabie retreatg 

And wave a iotA fure defeat ; 

For thofc that fly may fight again, 

Which he can never do that's flam. 

Hence timely runniag's no mean part ao 

Of conduft in the martial art : 

B-y whicli fome glorious ieats atchieve. 

As citizens, by breaking, thrive; 

And cannons conquer armies, while 

They fcem to draw off and recoil. sj^ 

' ris held the gallant *ft courfe, and braveft, 

70 great exploits, as well as fafeft. 

That fparcs tli* cxpence of time and pains, 

And dang'rous beaming out of brains; 

And in the end prevails as certain aij 

As thofe that never trufl to fortune ; 

To make their fear do execution 

Beyond the ftouteft refolution : 

As earthquakes kill without a blow, 

And, only trembling, overthrow. a6f 

If th* Ancients crowri*d their braveft men. 

That only fav'd a citizen, 

"What viftory could e'er be won. 

If ev'ry one would fave but one ? 

Or fight endanger'd to be loft, »6j 

Where all refcJve to fave the moft? 

By this means, whert a battle's won, 

The war's as far from being done: 

For thofe that fave themfelves, and fl'y, 

Go halves, at leaft, i'th' viftory; it JO 

And fometime, when the lofs is (mall. 

And danger great, they challenge all : 
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Pfint new additions lo their fww, 

And emendatioiu in guttta: 

And whea, fot furious halle to ruDi S7J 

They dorft aotltay lo fire a gun. 

Have donc't vith boncfires, and at home 

Made fquibt and crackeri averoune : 

To fei the rabble on a flame. 

And kerp their gOTcinors from blamCt 2S* 

Difperfe the news the pulpit lells, 

ConGrm'd wiih ^reworks, and with bells; 

And tho' reduc'd to that extreme, 

They have been forc'd to Gng Tc Dam ,• 

Yet, wiih religions blafphemy, . iSj 

By flatt'ring Heaven witli a lie; 

And /or their beating giving thanks. 

They've rais'd recruiis, and fill 'd (heitbaidis; 

For thofe who run from th' enemy. 

Engage 'hem equally to 9y ; »99 , 

And when the fight becomes a chace, 

Thofewin the day, that win the raC' 

And that which would not pa& in G{ 

Has done the feats with eaTy flights, 

Recover'd many a defp'ratc campaig 

With Bcurdeaux, Burgundy, and Ci 

Rellor'd the fainliog high and might 

With brandywioe and aqua vita ; 

And made 'era ftouily oveiconie 

'Wuhbacrack, boccaniore, andmun 

Whom th' UQConiroU'd decrees of F 

To vi^ory neccffitate ; 

With which, altho' they run or burr 

They unavatdably letijrn ; 
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Or elfe their Sohan popalaees 305 

SciJl ftranglc all their routed faa£ts« 

Quoth Hudibrai 9 I naderdaad 
What fights thou iiiean*ft at iea and laad» 
And who thoCs were that run avaf , 
And yet gave oat th' had won the day : jitf 
Aithough the rabble ibiia*d them for'c» 
O *cr head and ears ia mud asd dirt. 
Tis true, onr oiodem way of war 
Is grows more politic by far. 
But not £a refolttte and bold, sis 

Nor ty'd to honour, aa the okL 
For now they laugh at g^ing battle, 
Holefs it be to herds of cacde; 
Or fighting convoys of provi&oa, 
The whole defiga o' th' eKpeditioo ; $H 

And not with dowmiglbt blows to root 

(Ma 1 

» >ic ciWiiiy, our eat toem iM : 
As fighting tn all beilb of prey. 
And eating are perform 'd one way ; 
To giTc defianoe to thfir teeth, 31$ 

And fight their ftubbora gua lodeath; 
And thofe atchiere the high*ft reoown» 
TbM bring the other's ftomach down. 
There's now no fear of wounds, nor BnimiBg, 
All danger's are reduc'd to faorioe ; 33^ 

And feats of arms, to plot, defign^ 
Surprife, and ftratagem, and mine: 
But have no need nor ufe of courage, 
Uolefs it be for glory, or forage; 
For if tJiey fight, 'tis but by chance^ $15 

vVhen one fide vent'ring to adfance. 
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And come ancHrilly too ncv. 

Are chsurg*d nniBcrcifttlly ? di' icw; 

And forc'd wish lerriUe fc&bnccy 

To keep hereafter at a diflaiKr, S4P 

To pick one gromd t^ cncaoip oport 

Inhere ftore of kvgeft rivers rwi. 

That ferve, isftead of peaocfbl borrieriy 

To part th' cogigesieflu ci ikar warnon ; 

V^here both fron fide to fide may flop 14S 

And only encoonter at bo-pccp: 

For men are foaod the ftosier-hcarted. 

The certainer they're to be parted ; 

And therefore po^ tfaeaifehnes to bctgh 

As th* ancient mioe attacked the fro|^; $30 

And made their mortal enemy » 

The water-rat, their §kr\£t al)y. 

For 'tis not now, wfao^s ftont and bold ? 

Bnty who bears hvof^ htA, and cold ? 

And he*s appror'd the ncA deferring^ $$$ 

Who loogeft can bold out at ftas^tng^ 

And he that roots moft pq^s and cows. 

The formidableft mao at pfowe6» 

So th' fUnperor CaKgi^la, 

That trlampb'd o'er the Briti(b iea^ |<e 

Took ctaba and oifters priioners^ 

And lobfters, 'fiead of ourafiers ; 

Engaged his legions in fierce boftlef » 

With periwinkksy prawns, and mufides: 

And led his troops with forioos gallops* 3^5 

To charge whole regiments of Icallopa: 

Not like their antient way of war» 

To wait on his trioinphal carr; 
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Bat when he went to dine or fop. 

More bravely ate hts captives ap» 370 

And left all war, by h» example, 

Reduc'd to vidl*Kag pf a camp well* 

Qt^oth Ralph, By all that yon have faid. 
And twice as mnch that I coold add, 
*Ti8 plain you cannot now do worfe, $7$ 

Than take this out-of-fafhion'd coarfe ; 
To hope, by ftratagem, to woo her. 
Or waging battle to fobdue her, , 

Tho* fome have done it in romances. 
And bang*d them into amVons fancies; $Zo 
As thofe who win the Amazones, 
By wanton drubbing of their bones ; 
And ftoQt Rinaldo gain*d his bride. 
By coat ting of her back and fide. 
Bat fince thofe times and feats are over, 385 
They are not for a modern lover ; 
When miftrefTes are too crofs-grsuo'd 
By fuch addre^ to be gatn*d ; 
And if they were, would have it out, 
M^'ith many other kind of bout. 390 

Therefore I hold no courfe P infeafible. 
As this of force to win- the Jezebel ; 
To ftorm her heart by th* antic charms 
Of ladies-errant, force of arms ; 
But rather ftrive by law to win her^ 39; 

And try the title you have in her. 
Tour cafe is clear, you have her word. 
And me to witnefs the accord ; 
Be/ides two more of her retinue 
To teftify what pals*d between you ; 400 
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More probable, and like to hold* 

Thao handy or feal, or breaking gold ; 

F«r which fo many, that renoaoc^d 

Their plighted cootra^s, have been tronacVI, 

And bills upon record been fonnd, 40^ 

That fore'd the Jadies to compound ; 

And that» onlefs I mifs the matter, 

H all the bus'nefs you look after ; 

Befides, encounters at the bar 

Are braver now than thofe in war, 410 

In which the law does execution 

l^^ith leis diibrder and confiifion ; 

Has more of honour in't, ^tor hold. 

Not like the new way, but the old;. 

When thoie the pen had drawn together, 415 

Decided quarrels with the feather. 

And winged arrows kiU'd as dead. 

Hay, more than ballets now of lead ; 

So all the combat» now, as then^ 

Are managed chiefly by the pen ; 4M 

That does the feat, with braver vigours. 

In words at l;:ngth, as well as figures; 

Is Judge of all the world performs 

In voluntary feats of arras; 

And whatfoe 'er*s atcfaiev'd in fight, 415 

Determines which is wrong or right : 

For whether you prevail or lofe, 

All mufl be try*d there iff the clofe; 

And therefore 'tis not wife to fhun 

liVhat you muft truft to, ere y* have donCt 4 jo 

The law, that fettles all you do. 
And marries where you did but woo ; 

t Gg 
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Thftt makes the inoll'perfi<fio!is lover 

A lady, that's as falfe, recover : 

And if It judg^npon yoor Edc^ 45J 

IV ill looa extend ker for your bride; 

Afid put her perfoo, goods, or lands. 

Or which yod like beft, int* yoor ' handsT 

For law*s the lvi£lom of all ages. 
And manag*d by the' aUeft fages ; 440 

Who, tho' their busVefs at liie W 
Be but a kind of civil War, 
In which tk* engage with fierCer 'chidgeonsy 
Than e'er the Grecians did, and Trojans; 
They never maiiige tke ^xnteft 445 

T* impair their pubfic invereft-; 
Or by their coDiroverfie^ leiTcn 
llie dignity of their profeffion : 
Not like us brethren, who divide 
Our commonwealcb, the caiule, and fide : 450 
And tho' w' are tfil as near of kindred 
As Yh ' outward man is to the inward, 
W agree in nothiflg, but to wrangle 
About the flighteft fingle-faogle ; 
While lawyers have more fober fenfe, 4SS 

Than t' argue at their own expeoce. 
Bat make their beft advantages 
Of others qoarrels, like the Swiis: 
And out of foreign controverfies, 
By aiding both fides, fill their purfes ; 4^ 

But have no int'reftin the caufe . 
Kor which th' engage, and -wage the laws; 
Nor further profpea than their pay, 
AVhcthcr they lofe or win thcday. 
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^nd though th ' aboucded in ail ages, 465 

Wich fundry learned derkstand fages ; 

T'hough all their buliods. be d'trpute, 

"Which way they canvafi,cyVy fait; 

*rh * ha|e no difpotes aboot their art. 

Nor in pokmics. controvert : 4 70 

While all profef&^ns elfe are fbund 

With nothing but difpotes {'abound : 

Divines of all forts, and phyiicians, 

Philofophers, mathematicians; 

7he CalenifLandBaracelfian, 475 

Condemn the way each other deals in : 

Anatomifb di/Fedl and mangle, 

Tq cut them^ves out work to wrangle ; 

Ailrologers difpute their dreams, 

That in their fleep they talk of fchcmes.; 4^^ 

And heralds flickle who got wha 

So many hundred yeifs ^o. 

But lawyers are too wife a nation, 

T' expofe their trade to dtfputation ; 

Or make the bufy rabble judges 4S5 

Of all their fecret piques and grudges : 

In which whoever wins the day, 

T be whole profefEon's fore to pay. 

Belides, no mouncebanka, no cheats. 

Dare undertake to do their feats ; 490 

When in all other fciences 

,They fwarm like infe^, and increaie* 
For what bigot durft ever draw. 

By inward light, a deed in law I ^ 

Or could hold forth, by revel attoir» 495 

An anfwer to a declaration ? • 

G g % 
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For thoie that meddle with their tools. 
Will cut their fingers, if they're fools. 
And if you £oUow their advice. 
In bills, and anfvers, and replies ; • ^co 

They*U write a love-letter in chancery,^ 
fihall break her upon oath to anfwer ye. 
And (boo reduce her to b"* yoor wife. 
Or make her weary of her life. 

The Knigbt, who os*d with tricks and ihifts 
To edify by Ralptho's gifts, sci 

Bat in appearance cry*d him down. 
To make them beuer ieem his own, 
(All plagiaries' conftaot coarfc 
Of finking, when they take a puife,) 510 

RefoIvM to follow his advice. 
Sut keep it from him by diiguife ; 
JLskd after flubhorn contradiction. 
To counterfeit his own connStion, 
And by tranfition fall opon 5'l 

The refolation.as his own. 

•Quoth he. This gambel thoa advifeft 
Is of all other the unwifeft; 
for if I think by law to gain her, 
There^ nothing fillier nor vainer-: 5^ 

*Tis bat to hazard my pretence* 
Where nothing's certain but th' expence ; 
To wGt againft myfelf, ^nd traverie 
'My fuit and tide to her favoors : 
And if /he fliQuld, which Heav'n forbid, W 
0*erthrow me as the fiddler did; 
What after qsnsfi; have l.totake» 
'Cainft loling4dl I have at^ftakfii 
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He that with ioiary is griev'd. 

And goes to hy( to be reliev'd, 55^ 

Is (illier than a fottKh chowfe, 

"Who, when a thjef has rohb*d his hou(e> 

Af^plies himfelf tp cunning men. 

To help him to his goods agen ; 

"When all he can exped to gain, s$S 

Is but to fquander more in vain* 

And yet I have no other way. 

But is as difficult to plgy. 

For to reduce her by main force. 

Is now in vain; by fair means, wor&: 540 

But word of all to give her over. 

Till (he's as defpVate to recover* 

For bad games are thrown up too foQn, 

Until they're never to be won. 

But fince I have no other courfe 545 

But is as bad t' attempt, or worie ; 

He that complies agaznfl his will. 

Is of his own opinion iiill; 

Which he m* adhere to, yet difown. 

For le-afons to himfelf beft known ; 550 

But 'tis not to b' avoided now> 

For Sidrophel refolvesto fue ; 

Whom I muftanfwer, or begin 

Inevitably firii with him. 

For Tve receiv'd advertiferaent, SSS 

By times, enough of his intent ; 

And knowing, he that firft complains, 

Th' advantage of the bus'nefs gains : 

For courts of juflic? underftand 

The plaintiff to .be eldefl hand ^ f ^ 54o 

G g 3 
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Who what he pleaies may arer. 

The other aothiog till he fwear ; 

Is fredf admitted to all grace» 

And lawlbl fkToor by his •place; 

And for his biingiag coftom ioy j^ 

Has all advantages -to via. 

I, who reA>lve to overfee 

No lacky opportaoity. 

Will go to coooicl .to adviie 

"Which way t* eocoanter oribrprlfes 579 

And after long confiderationy 

Have found oat one to fit th' occafioo^ 

Moft apt for what I have to do; 

As coQoiellor and jnfticetoow 

And truly fo, 00 doubt he waSt 577 

A lawyer fit for foch a cafe. 

An old dull fot, who told the clodc 
Formany yeaia at Bridewell-dock, 
At %Vefi]ninIler and Hicks's hall. 
And Hiccius Delias play*d in all? jSo 

Where in all-govemmenta and times, 
H * Jiad been both friend and foe todioiea» 
And os'd to equal ways -of gaining; 
By hindering juftice or maintainbg: 
To many a whore 'gave privilegs. fls 

And whipp'd for want of-quafteridge? 
Qaft-loads of bawds to prifonieot. 
For b*ing behind a fortnight's rent-; 
And many atrufty pimp and croney 
'To Pttddie-dock for want of moneys 39^ 

Engag'd the conftable to fetze 
WH'-thofe that would net breads the xeace$ 
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Nor give him back hia owb foul words, 

T'ho' foraetimes commoners or lords. 

And kept 'em prifoners'of courfe, S9S 

'For being fober at ill hours. 

That in the morning he mi^t free, 

Or' bind them over for his fee : 

Made monfters fine, and puppet-plays, 

For leave to -pradice in their ways ; '6ce 

>Farm*d out all cheats, and went a (hare 

With th' headborough and Scavenger; 

And made the dirt i' th' ftrcets compound 

For taking up the public ground ; 

The kennel, and the king's highway, 160s 

For being unmolefted, pay; 

Let cut the ilocks, and whipping- poft. 

And cage, to thofe that gave him moft : 

Jmpos'd a tax on bakers' ears. 

And, for falfe weights, on chandelers; i6io 

Made viAaallers aad vintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and conflant friend 

To all that regularly offend: 

As reiidentiary bawds, -Cts 

And "brokers that receive Horn goods ; 

Thatxheat in lawful myfteries. 

And pay church- duties, and his feet: 

But was implacable and aukward, 

To ali'that interlop'd and hawker'd. 4ao 

To this brave man the knight repaics, 
'For counfel in' his law-affairs; 
Anfl found him mounted in his pew, 
^Wixh books -and money. plac'd for fhew« 
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Like ocft-eg8» to roalbe dienls Ujv ^*M 

And for his Ulic opiqion pay: 
Ta whom the knight with comd^ grace* 
Put oS his hat, to pat bis cale : 
Which he as proudly eotertaio'd 
As the other courteQuily ftiaia'd: C^m 

And, to a/Tare iiim 'twas not that 
He iook'd for, bid him put on^s bat. 
Qaoth he. There is one Siidrophel, 
Whom I have cadge1i*d.-— Very well. 
And now he brags t' have beatea me.—— [ 631 
Better and better ftill, quoth he. 
An4 vows to ftck me to a waU, 
Where e'er he meets me, — Bcft of all. 
'Hs true the knave has taken's oath 
That I robb*d him. — Well done, in Uotb. 6a$ 
When h* has confeis'd he fbole my cloaky 
And pick'd my fob, and what be took; 
Which was the cau(e that made me bang bim. 
And take my goods again.— Mary, bang hiiOt 
Now whether I ihoiild beforehand 64f 

Swear he robb*d me I uoderftand. 

Or V^ing my a^ion of converiion 

And trover for my goods. — Ah ! whorefoa. 

Or if 'tis better to indite. 

And bring him to bis trial** — Ri^t. 6p 

Prevent what he defigns to do, 

Ao4 fwear for th' ftate againft him.— Trve, 

Or whether he that is defendant. 

In this cafe has the better end on*ti 

Who putting in a new-crofs.-Ijill, / ^ fjjj 

May traverfe th' aaioa.— JBettci ftilU 
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Then there's a lady too* — Ay, marry* 

That*t eafily prov*d acceflary ; 

A wiAdWf who, by folemn vows 

CoDtrafted to me, for my fpoi^fe* 4io 

Combio*d with him to break her word, 

And has abet-ted ^I. — Good Lord ! 

Sobom'd th* aforefaid Sidrophel, 

To tamper with the dev'l of hell ; 

"Who pnc me int* a horrid fear« 6is 

Fear of my life.— Make that appear. 

Made an aflauk with fiends and men 

Upon my body. — Good agen. 

And kept me in a deadly fright. 

And falie imprifboroent, all night; 

Meanwhile they robb'd me, and my horfe, 

And ftole my faddle. — Worfe and worfe. 

Aod made me mount upon the bare ridge« 

T" avoid a wretcheder mifcarriage. 

Sir, quoth the lawyer, not to flatter ye, Ojj 
You have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wi(h, and need not (hame 
The proudeft man alive to claim* 
For if theyVe us'd you as you iay. 
Marry, quoth I, God give you Joy : 6t^ 

9 would it were my cafe, I'd give 
More than I'll fay, or you^JI believe: 
I would fo trounce her, and her purfe^ 
I'd make her kneel for better or worfe; 
For matrimony .and hanging here» it/ 

Both go by deftiny £o clear. 
That yon as fure may pick and chufe, 
^As.crofi il wiiv, snd pile you loie : 
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And if I darft» Iwoald advance 

As much in ready- roaifitcnance, 690 

As upon any cafe I *ve known. 

But we that praftife dare not own. 

The law ftrvcrcly contrabands 

Our taking bos'nefs off mens "hands; 

'Tis common barratry, that bears 69s 

Point-blank an- a^on 'gainft-our cars. 

And crops them ttH there is not leather^ 

To ftick a pin in, left of either ; 

For which f&mc do ihe fommer- fault, . 

And o'er the bar, iifce tumWers, vault, 7C« 

But you may fvcar at any rate, 

Things not in nature, for the ftate :, 

For inallcourts of juftice here ^ 

A witnefs is not faid to fwear. 

But make bath ; that is-, in plain tetm^, ■ 705 

To for<;e whatever he affirins, 

(I thank you, qupth the Knight, for thaf, 
Becaufe 'tis to my parpofp pat) — 
For Juftice, tho* (lie's painted* blind. 
Is to the weaker fide inclin'd, 7W 

Like charity ; elfe right and wrong 
Could never hohd it out £0 long. 
And, like blind fortune, with a flight. 
Convey men's intereft ^nd right. 
From Sti^es•s pocket into Nokes's 11$ 

M eafily as Hocus Pocus : 
riays fad and loofe, nwikes men obntwdou*, 
And clear again, like Hiccins Doccius, 
Then whether you would take her Hfe; 
Or but recover her for your w?fe^; ?*• 
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Or be content with what (he has. 

And let all nmters pafs, 

The bas^nefs to the law's all one. 

The proof is all it looks upon ; 

And you can want no witoefles ^%$ 

To fwear to aoy thing you pleafe, 

That hardly "get -their mere expeoces 

By th' labour of their confcienoes; ^ 

Or letting out to hire their ears 

To afiidavIt-cuftoQiers, 750 

At inconfiderable vahiesi 

To ferve for jury-men, or tallies^ 

Altho'' retained in the harddfc matters. 

Of truftees and a^mi^iftrators. 

For that, quoth he, let me sAooe ; 755- 

W'haveftoreofftich, and all our own; . 
Bred up, and tutor*d by oar teachers. 
The ableft of confcience-ftretchers. 

That's wdl, quoth he : but I ihould goefi, . 
By weighing all advantages, • 74« 

Your fureft way is firft to jiitch ♦ • ' 

On Bongey, for g water-witch ; 
And when y' have hang'd the conjurer, • 
Y' have time enough to deal with her, 
r th * int'rim, fpare for no trepans 745 

To draw her neck into the bans ; , •; 
Ply her with love-letters, and billets. 
And bait them well, for quirks and quillets. 
With trains to inveigle, and furprife 
Her heedlefs anfwers and replies : 75© 

And if fhe mifs the moufe -trap lines. 
They*!! ferve for other by-defigns; 
And make an artift underftand 
To copy out her feal' and hand } 
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Or find Toid placer in the paper 755 

To fieal la ibmethiog to intrap her : 

Till with her worldly goods aad body. 

Spite of her heart, (ho has eodoVd ye : 

Retain all forts of witiiei{es» 

That ply, i' th' Temples^ under trees ; fS9 

Or walk the rouod, with knights o' th' pofis, 

Aboat the crors-Iegg*d Knightt, their hoib;^ 

Or wait for caftomers between 

The pillar-rows in Lincola's-inn ; 

Where vouchers, forgers, common-batF, 7H 

And affidavit-men ne "er fail 

T expofe to fale all foris of oaths. 

According to their ears and doaths^ 

Their only neceflary tools, 

BeGdes ihe gofpel, and their fours. 770 

And when y'are fiirnifli'd with all purveys r • 

1 (hall be ready at yonr fervice. 

I would not give, quoth Hudibras> 
A ftraw to underfhind a cafe. 
Without the admirable fkiU 775 

To wind and manage it at will ; 
To vere, and tack, and fleer acaufe, 
Againfl the weather-gage of laws; 
And ring the changes upon- cafes. 
As plain as nofes upon faces, 7S9 

As you hare well inflruded me. 
For which youVe earn*d.(here 'tis) your fee;. 
1 long to pra^ife your advice, 
A»d try the fubtile artifice, 
To bait a letter as yon bid; Tftf 

As not long after thus he did: 
For having pump'd up all his wit. 
And humm*d upon it, thus he writ. 


AN HSaotCAL 

EPISTLE 
H U D I B R A S 

T O HI • 

LADY. 

1WHO was once as great as Caefar, 
Am BOW. reduc'd to Nebuchadnezar ; 
And from as fam'd a conqueror 
As ever took degree in war. 
Or did his exercife in battle, 5 

By you turned out to graze with cattle ; 
For fince I am deny'd accefi 
To all my earthly happinefs. 
Am fallen from the paradife 
Of your good graces, and fair eyes; 10 

Loft to the world, and you, I'm fent 
To everlafting banifhment ; 
Where all the hopes I had t' have won 
Your heart, b'lng dafh'd, will break my own. 

Yet if you were not fo fever e is 

To pais your-doom, before you hear. 
You'll find, upon my juft defence, 
fiow much y* have wrong 'd my innocence. 

t Hh 
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That once I made a vow to you» 

AVhich yet is uoperform'd, 'tis true; 

But not becaufe i^ is anpaid^ 

'Tis violated, tho' delay'd : 

Or, if it vere, itis no fault. 

So heinous as you'd have it thought; 

To undergo the lofs ofexrs, ij 

Like Tulgar hackney peijurers : 

For there's a diffVeoce in the cafe. 

Between the noble and the bafe ; 

"Who always are ohferv*d i' have done*t 

Upon as different account ; jo 

The one for great and weighty cauf^ 

To falve, in honour, ugly flaws; 

For none are like to do it fooner 

m 

Than tbofe wbo'ie oicefl of their hopour : 
The other, for bafe gain and pay, iS 

Forfwear and perjure by the day ; 
And make th' expofi'ng and retailing 
Their ibuJs and coafctences, a calling*. 

It is no fcandal, nor afperfioQf 
Upon a great and noble perfon, 40 

To fay he natVally abhorr*d 
Th' old fafhjon'd triek, To keep his wordj 
Tho' 'tis peffidioufbefs and fliame 
In meaner men to do the fame : 
For to be, able to forget, 4f 

Is found more ufeful, to the great. 
Than gout, or deafbefs, or bad eyes« 
JTo make 'em pafs for Avondroas vife. 
But tho' tfie law, on perjurers, 
Infli^ the forfeiture- of ears; . 5« 
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It is not juft that does exempt * 

The guilty, and puni(h th' tDDOCent: 

To make the ears repair the wrong 

Committed by cli' ungovern'd tongue ; 

And when one member is forfworn, 55 

Another to be cropt or torn^ 

And if you (hould, as you defign, 

By courfe oflaw^ recover mine, 

You're like, if you CDnfidet right. 

To gain but little honour by*t ; 60 

For he that for his lady's fake 

Lays down his life or lin^s at fliake. 

Does not fo much deferye her farour. 

As he that pawf» his foul to hav^ her. 

This y' have acknt)wredg*d I have done, C^ 

Altho' you now difdain to own ; 

But fenience what yoa rather ought 

T^efteem goiod (ervice, than a fault. 

" Befides, oaih« are not baund to bear 

^* That litVal fenfe the words infer ; 7^ 

** But, by the praAice ©f the age, 

" Are to be judg'd how far th* engage* 

** And. where the fenfe by cuftom's checked, 

" Are found void, and of none effetfk. 

For no man takes or keeps a vow, 75 

But juft as he fees others do ; 
" Nor are th* obliged to be fo brittle, 
** As not to yield and bow a little ; 
•* For as beft- tempered blades are found, 
" Before they break, to bend quite round; So 
** So trueft oaths are ftill moft tough, 
" And tho* they bow, are breaking proof." 

Hh » 
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Then wherefore fliould they not b' allow 'd 

lo love a greater latitude? 

For as the law of arms approves ts 

All ways to coiiqaeft» fo (hould lovers ; 

And not be ty'd to trae or ialfe, 

Bot make that jafleft that prevails ; 

For how can that which is above 

All empire, high and roigh^y Love, 99 

Submit its great prerogative 

To any other pow 'r alive ? 

Shall Love» that to no crown gives ^aoe» 

Become the fubje^l of a cale; 

The fundaroemal law of nature 95 

Be over-rql'd by thoie made after ? 

Commit the cenflire of its caule 

To any» bat its own great laws ? 

Love, that's the world's prefervative. 

That keeps all Ibuls of things alive ; IQO 

Controls the mighty pow'r of fate» 

And gives mankind a longer date ; 

The life of nature, that reflores. 

As faft as time and death devours; 

To whole free gift the world does owe, xos 

Not only earth, bot heaven too: 

For love's the only trade that's driv'&y 

The intereft of ftate in heaven, 

'Whidi nothing but the foul of man 

Is capable to entertain. ixd 

l^'or what can earth produce, but love. 

To reprefeot the joys above ? 

Or who, but lovers, can converie. 

Like angels, by the eye-difcourie ? 
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Addrefs and oompfinent by vifi«i, 115 

Make love, aad eamt by inoihioB ? 
And born ui an'roos- flames as fierce 
As thofe celeftial mniften ? 
Then how cae aay tfaiBg oflfend. 
In order to io great ao end? 120 

Or Heav'n itfelf a fin reient. 
That for its own fapply was meant f 
That merits, in a kind miftake, 
A pardon for th' offence's fake. 
Or if it did not, bat the caofe ts5 

Were kft to th' iojory of laws. 
What tyranny can difapprove 
There (hould be equity in loTe^ 
For laws that are inanimate. 
And feel no ftuCe of love, or hate, tSO 

That haiTC no paflion of their own. 
Not pity to be wrought upon; 
Af« only proper to inflid 
Revenge on criminals as ftiid^ 
Bat to have power to forgive, 455 

Is empire and prerogative : 
And 'tis in crowns a nobler gero^ 
To grant a pardon than condemn. 
Then iince £a flew do what they ought, 
Tis great t* indulge a well-meaat fauh ; Z40 
For why ihould he who made addrefs^ 
All humble ways, without foccefs^ 
And meet with nothing in return^ 
But infolence, affronts, and (corBy 
Not ftrive by wit to countermine, 
And bravely carry his defign ? 

Hh 3 
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He who was a»*d fo unlike a foJdier, 

Blown up with philtres of lo?e-powdeF; 

And after letting blood» and purging^ 

Condemn 'd t o Toluntary fcourging ; zjtt 

Alarm'd with many a horrid fright. 

And claw'd by goblins in the night ; 

InfuItedoD, revil'd, andjeer'd» 

With rude inrtiion of his beard; 

And when your fcx was foully £candalM» iss 

As foully by the cabbie handled ; ' :^ 

Attack'd by defpicable foes. 

And drubb'd with mean and Tulgar blows ; 

And, after all, to be debari'd 

So much as ftandiog on his guard i i6a 

When hories, being Ipurr'd and prick.*d, - 

Haye lea^e to kick for being kick'd ? 

Or why fhouldyou, whofe mother-wita 
Are furniih'd with ail perquifites ; 
That with your breeding teeth begin». t% 

And nurfing babies,, that lie in; 
V allow*d to put all tricks upoiv 
Our cully fex» and we ufe none I 
We, who have nothing but fcail tows 
Againft your ftratagems t' oppde, tjQ* 

Or oaths more feeble than your own» 
Biy which we are no lefs put down? 
You wound, like Parthians, while you. fly. 
And kill with a retreating eye: 
Retire the moce> the more we pre&, tj^ 

To draw us into ambuflies : . 
As pirates all falie colours. wear« ^ 
T* intcap th' unwary mariner ;. 
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"So wi>men» to Bxrpn(t os, fpread 

The borrowed flag& of white aad red ; s8o 

]>ifplay 'em thicker on their cheeks,. 

Than their old grandmothers* the Cidsf 

And raife more devils with their looks. 

Than conjurers' lefs fubtile bodts^: 

Lay trains of amorous intrigues, i^ 

Intow'rsy aad curb, and perriwigsv 

With greater art and cunning reared. 

Than Philip Nye's ihank%ivmg beard : 

Prepoft'roudy t' entice, and gain 

Thofe to adore *em they difdain ; gfo 

And only draw 'em in, to clog,. 

With idle names, a catalogues 

A lover is, the more lie's brave, 
T' his miilrefs but the more a (hve ; 
And whatibever ihe commands, 99if 

Becomes a favour from her hands*; 
Which he's oblig'd t' obey, and muft» 
Whether it be unjuft, or jufh 
Then when he is compel! *d by her, 
T' adventures^ he would elfe forbear, <aoo 

Who, with his honour, can withftand, 
$ince force is greater than command I 
And when Neceflity's obey'dv 
Nothing can be ui^uft or bad r 
And therefore when-the mighty pow'rs 90$ 
Of love, our great ally, and yours, 
Join'd forces not to be withflood 
By frail enamour'd fiefh and blood ; 
All I have done, unjufl or ill, 
Was in obedience to your Willi 
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And all the bJame that can be duet 
Falls to your cradty and yo«. 

Nor are tho(e fcaadala 1 €onfeis:*)d^ 
Againft my will and inceiefl; 
More than is daily done of coarfe^ atS- 

By all men, whca they're undfcr force : 
Whence fome, upon the rack, confcfs 
What tb' hangman and their prompters plcjift^ . 
But are no fooner ont of paio» 
Than they deny it all ag»n» aaa 

But when the devil turns con&flbrv 
Truth is a crime, he takes no pLeafurt 
To hear, or pardon^ like the founder: 
Of liars, whom they all claim under. 
And therefore,, when f told him none^ ng 

I think it was the wiier done; 
Nop am 1 without precedent^ 
The firft that oa th ' adveotttre went:. . 
All mankind ey^r did of courie. 
And daily does the fftme, or worfe. ftja 

For what romance can ihew a loycr. 
That had a lady to rofiOTcr^ 
And did not fteer a nearer courfe^. • 
To fall aboard in his amours ? 
And what at firft was held a crimen tU 

Has turn'd to honourable in time* 

To what a height did infant Rome*^ 
By ravifhing of women, cpme ! 
When men upon their fppafes feiz'd« 
And freely marry'd where they pleas 'd : j^^o 
They ne'er forfwore themfel7es» nor ly'd. 
Not in the mind they w^re ior^ dy'd ; 
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Nor took the pains t' addrefs and fue» 

Nor ply*d the mafquerade to woo: 

Diidain'd to day for friend's confents, 24$ 

Nor juggled about fettlements : 

Did need no h'cence, nor no priefl. 

Nor firiendsy nor kindred, to a(Ell ; 

Nor lawyers, to join land and money 

In th' holy ftate of matrimony » »50 

Before they fettJed hands and hearts. 

Till aiimony or death them parts : 

Nor would endure to ftay until 

Th* had got the very bride's good-wUl, 

But took a wife and (horter courfe %SS 

To win the ladies, downright force ; 

And juilly made 'em pris'ners then, 

.As they have often (ince, us men ; 

With a^ing plays, and dancing jigs. 

The luckieft of all love's intVigues. a6o 

And when they had them at their pleafure, 

Then talk'd of love and flames at leifure ; 

For after matrimony's over. 

He that holds out but half a lover, 

Deferves for cv'ry minute more %6s 

Than half a year of love b^foic ; • 

For which the dames, in contemplation 

Of that beft way of application, 

Prov'd nobler wives than e'er were known, 

By fuit, or treaty, to be won ; A70 

And fuch as all pofterity 

Cou'd never equals nor come nigh. 

For women firft were made for men, 
Not men for them« — It follows, then,. 
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That meo have right to er'ry one, %7S 

And they no freedom of their own : 

And therefore men hare pow'r to chufe. 

Bat they no charter to refbie ; 

Hence 'tis apparent^ that what courie 

Soever we take to yoar araotirs, 28» 

Tho* by the indiredteft way, 

^s no injuftice nor foul play; 

And that yoa oaght to take that courfe. 

As we take y6u, for better or worfe; 

And gratefully fubmh to thofe %2s 

Who you, before another, chofe. 

For why (hould evVy favage beaft 

Exceed his great lord's intereft ? 

Hare freer pow*r than he, in grace. 

And nature, o'er the creature has ? 990 

Ekcaufe the lints he fince has mada, 

Hare cut off all the pow'r he had; 

Retrench 'd the abfbhite dombion 

That nature gare him over women; 

When all his pow'r will not extend t^S 

One law of nature to fufpend : 

And but to offer to repeal 

The fmalleft claufe, is to rebel. 

This, if men righlly underftood 

Their privilege^ they would make good ; |c6 

And not, like fots, permit their wives 

T' incioach on their prerogatrves j 

For which fin they deferve to be 

Kept, as they are, in Haver y r 

And this fome precious gifted teachers,* 305 

Unrev'rently reputed leachers. 
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And difobey'd in makiDg love. 

Have vow'd to all the world to provc^ 

And make you fuflSer, as you ou^t» 

For that uncharitable fault. 3x0 

But I forget myfclf, and rove. 

Beyond th* inftrudions of nay love. 

Forgive me« fair, and only blame 
Th* extravagancy of my flame. 
Since 'tis too much, at once to Ihew 315 

Excefs of love and temper too. " 
AIL I have faid that's bad, acd truf » 
Was never meant to aim at you; 
Who have fo fov reign a controul 
O'er that poor flave of yours, my (bul, jao 

That rather than to forfeit you. 
Has ventured lois of heaven too ; 
Both with an egual powV po/Tcft, 
To render all that fcrve you bleft ; 
But none like him, who's deilin'd either ^%s 
To have, or lofc yc^, both together. 
And if you'll but this fault releafe, 
(For fo it muft be, fince you pleafe,) 
I'll pay down all that vow, and more. 
Which you commanded, and I fwore, 33^ 

And expiate upon my fkin 
Th' arrears in full of all my fin. ' 
For 'tis but jufl that I fhould pay 
Th' accruing penance for delay. 
Which (hall be done, until it move 335 

Your equal pity, and your love. 

The Knight, perufing this epifUe, 
Belfcv'dhe'd brought her to his whiftle: 
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And read it like a jocund lorer, 

Widi great applanfe t' himfcif, twice over: 340 

Sobfcrib'd his aame, but at a fit 

And humble dtftance, to his wit ; 

And dated it with wond'rous art, 

«* Gir'n from the bottom of my heart ;" 

Then fealM it with his coat of love, 445 

A imoaking faggot, — and above. 

Upon a fcrol!,— ** I bum and weep,* 

And near it, •• For her Ladyilup; 

'* Of all her fex moft excellent, 

•• Thefe to her gentle hand prcfent.'* 35« 

Then gave it to his faithful Squire, 
\^lth leffons how t* obferve and eye her. 

She firft confider^d which was better, 
To fend it back, or bum the letter. 
But gncffing that it mifi^t import, 355 

Tho' nothing elfe, at leaft her fport. 
She open'd it, and read it outi 
With many a fmile and leering floutr 
Refblv'd to anfwer it in kind. 
And dxus performed what fee dcfign'd. 3^* 
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npHAT yoa*reabcaft, andtoroMto grafi. 

Is not ftnage oevs, noreverwas. 
At leaft to me, who once, yon know. 
Did from the pomd replevin yon, 
"When both yoar fword and fyars were won 5 
In combat by an Amazon : 
That fvord that did» like Fate» detennine, 
Th* inevitable death of vermine; 
And never dealt its furions blows. 
But cot the throats of pigs and cows ; xo 

By Trulla was, in fingle fi^, 
Difarm'd, and wrefted frofti its Knight, 

Your heels degraded of your fpurs. 

And ID the flocks clofe prifoners : 

Where ftill they'd hin, in bafe rcftraint, 15 

If I, in pity of your complaint, 

Had not, on lionourable conditions, 

Released 'em from the worft of prifonSj 

And what return that favour met, 

You cannot, tho* you would, forget : %o 

When being free, you ftrove t' evade 

The oaths you had in prifon made ; 

Forfwore yourfelf, and firft dcny*d it. 

But after own'd and juftify'd it : 

t It 
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And when y' bad falfelf broke eoeTOWs %s 

AbibJr*d yoarfelf by breaking two« 
For while yoo fae^fogly fubmity 
And beg for pardon at oar feet, 
Difcoarag^d by yoor^gnilcy fears. 
To hope for quarter for yoor ears : 30 

And doubting 'twas in vain f fue» 
You claim as boldly as your due ; 
Declare that treachery and force. 
To deal with us '^ th' only coorie ; 
%Ve have no title nor pretence sj 

To body, foul, or coofdeace; 
But ought to foil to that man's &are 
That claims us for his.pioper ware- 
Thefe are the motives, which, t' induce 
Or fright us into lore, yoo ufe. - 40 

A pretty new way of galUating, 
Between foKdtingattd laating; 
Like fturdy beggars, that iotreat 
For charity at ence, and threat. 
But Once yoo undertake to prove 45 

Your own propriety in lore, 
As if we were but Uwful prize 
In war, between two enemies ; 
Or forfeitures, which every lover. 
That wouU but foe for, might recover; 50 
It is not hard to uaderftand 
The my'ftry of ibis bold demand ; 
That cannot at our peifons aim. 
Bat fomeihing capable of claim. 

Tis not thefe paltry counterfeit 5^ 

French ftones, which in cur eyes you fct. 
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Bat our bright diamoodi, that iofpire 
Aod fet yoar'am'roas hearts on fire : 
Kar can thoie fa!(e St Martin's beads 
'Which on OQr lips you lay £tn reds, Ao 

And make as wear like Indian' dames. 
Add fewel to your fcorching^flames; 
But thofe trae rabies of the rock. 
Which in our cabinett we lock^ 
*ris not thofe orient pearls, our teethi &s 

That you are fotraoiiwrted with; 
But thofe we wear about our necks. 
Produce thofe '»hijfous effedls* 
Nor is't thofe threads of gold, our hair, . 
The perriwigs you make us wear ; 70 

But thofe bright guineas in our chefis» 
That light the wi)d-firein your breaAs*. 
Theft love-tricks We been yefsVi in fo. 
That all their fly intrigues I know. 
And can unriddle by their tones', 7S 

Their my Hie cabals, and jargons; 
Can tell what paffions, by their founds, 
Pine for the beauties gf my grounds ; 
What raptures food and amoious, 
O' th* charms and graces of my houie ; So 

What ecftafy,,and feorching flame. 
Burns for my money, in my name; 
What from;th' unnatural deG're 
To beafb and cattle takes its fire ; 
What tender (igh, and trickling tear, S5 

Longs for a thoufand pounds a*- year; 
And langui(hing tranfports are fond 
Offtatuiej mortgage^ bill and bond. 

Ii:» 
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The(e are th' attra^s which rooft men fall 
Enamour 'd at firft fight» withal; ^a 

To theie tb' addrefi with ferenades. 
And coart with balls and mafqaerades : 
And yet, for all the yearning pain 
Y* hare fuffer'd for their loves, in Tain ; 
I fear they'll prorc fo nice and coy, ^5 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy; 
That ail yonr oaths and labour loft. 
They 11 ne*er tarn ladies of the poft. 
This is not meant to difapprove 
Your judgment in your choice df love ; xoo 

V^Oiich is {o wile, the greateft part 
ef mankind ftudy't as an art ; 
For love (hoold, like a Deodand, 
Still fall to th' owner of the land; 
And where there's fubftance for its ground, loj 
Cannot but be more firm and found 
Than that which has the (lighter bafis 
Of airy virtue, wit and graces ; 
Which is of fuch thin fubtilty. 
It fteals and aeeps in at the eye, iro 

And, as it can't endure to ftay. 
Steals out again, as nice a way'. 

Bur love, that its extraction owns 
From folid gold and precious ftones, 
Muft, like its ihining parents, prove lU 

As folid, and ks glorious love. 
Hence 'tis, you have no way t' cxprefs 
Our charms and graces, but by theie: 
For what are Hps, and eyes, and teeth. 
Which beauty invades and conquers with, jao 
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Kut rubies, pearls aod diamoods, 

TVith whtcby as philtres, love commands ? 

This is the way all parents prove, 
|n managpag their children 's love ; 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed, z %$ 

As if th* were bar'ing of the dead. 
Caft earth to earth, as in the grave. 
To join in wedlock all they have; 
And when the iettlement's in force. 
Take all the reft, for better or worf? : ifQ 

For money has a pow'r above 
llie ftars and fate, to manage love; 
Whofe arrows, learned poets hold. 
That never raifs, are tip'd with gold.^ 
And tho* fome fay, the parents' daims 135 

To make love in their children's names ; 
Who many times at once provide 
The nurfe, the hufband, and the bride ; 
Fetl darts and charms, attracts, and flames. 
And woo, and contract, in their names: 140 

And as they chriflen, ufe to marry *em. 
And, like their goiHps, anfwer for 'em: 
Is not to give in matiimony. 
But fell and profHtute for moneyr 
'Tis better than their own betrothing, 14^ 

Who often do't for worfe than nothing: 
And when th' are at their own difpofe. 
With greater difadvantage chufe. 
All this is right ; but for the courfe 
Yott take to do't by fraud, or force, rjo 

'Tis £0 ridiculous, as foon 
As toId> 'tis never to be done, 

II* 
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No more than fetters can betray, 
That tell what tricks they are to pla j. 
Afarriage, at beft, is but a row, tss 

Which all men either break or botr: 
Then what wi^l thofe forbear to do, 
"Who perjure when they do but woo? 
Such as beforehand fwear and Ke, 
For earnefl to their treachery : 2611 

Acd rather than a crime confef^, 
Wlh greater ftrire to make it leB ; 
] ike thieves, who, after femence paft. 
Maintain tJicir innocence to th' laft; 
Acd when their crimes were made appear .idSf 
As plain as witnedes can fwear ; 
Yet, when the wretches come to die,^ 
Will take upon their oath a lie. 
Nor arc the virtues yoo confefs'd, 
r' your ghoftly father, as you gqefs'd, 17<» 
So flight as to be juftify 'd\ 
By being as (hamefutly deny*d. 
As if you thought your woid would pafs, 
FoInt> blank on both fides of a caie; 
C^r credit \ifere not to be toil, J 75. 

B* a brave koight-crrant of the poft, 
Tftat eats pcrlidiouflv his word. 
And fwcars his tars thro* a two- inch board : 
Can own the fame thing and difowp, 
And perjure booty l^ro and ton: ito 

Can make the gofptJ ferve its turn, 
J*:nd help him oat to be forfworn ; 
When 'tis laid.hacds upon, and kiis'd. 
To be betray 'd, and' fold like ChriiK 
Thefc are the virtues^ in -whole name ili 

A rjgljt to all the world you clairo>. 
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And boldly challenge a dominion^ 

lo grace and oature, o*er all women ; 

Of whom no lef^ will latisfy> 

Than all the fex» your tyranny, x^ 

Aliho'- youll find it a hard province. 

With all your crafty frauds and covins. 

To govern fuch a num'rous crew. 

Who, one by one, now govern you : 

For if you were all Solomons, 195 

And wife and great as he^was once> 

You*Il find they're able to fubdue 

(As they did him) and baffle you. 

• And if you are impos*d upon, 

'Tis by your own temptation done: aco 

That with your ignorance invixe. 

And teach us how to ufe the flight. 

For when we find y' are ftill more taken 

With falfe attrafts of your own making, 

Swear that*s a rofe, and that's a flone, 20s. 

Like fots, to us that laid it on ; 

And what we did but flightly prime,. 

Moft ignorantly daub in rhyme : 

You force us, in our own defences. 

To copy beams and influences ;. 2XA 

Tb fay perfections on the graces,. 

And draw attra<5ls upon our faces : 

And, in compl^nce to your wit. 

Your own faife jewels counterfeit ; 

For, by the pradice of thofc arts 21^ 

VTe gain a greater fhare of hearts, 

And thofe deferve in reafbn mofF^ 

That greateft pains and fludy cod : 

For great perfeftlons are, like Heav'n, 

Too rich a prefect to be giv'n^ aio 
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Nor are ihofe maftcr ilrokes of beaoty 

To be perfonn*d without hard daty ; 

AVhich» when they're nobly done, and welt 

The fimple na* ural excel. 

How fair and fweet 's the planted rofe, % is 

Beyond the wild in hedges ^rows ? 

For, without art, the nobleft {ccds 

Of flow'rs degen'ratc into weeds. 

How dull and rugged, ere 'tis ground 

And poU(h*d, looks a diamond? 23* 

Tho' Paradifc were e'crfo fair. 

It was not kept £6 without care. 

The whole world, without art and drefi. 

Would be but one great wildemefs ; 

And mankind but a favage herd, %}$- 

For all that nature lias conferr'd. 

This does but rough-hew, and defign. 

Leaves art to poIi(h and refine, 

Tho" women fijfft were nMde for men, 

Yet men were made for them agen : 34<> 

For when (outwitted by bis wife) 

Man firft turnM tenant but for life ; 

If women had not intervene. 

How foon bad 'mankind had an end ! 

And that it is in being yet, %4$ 

To us alone you are in debt. 

And where 's your liberty of choice. 

And our unnatural No-voice ? 

Since all the pr^ilege you boaf?, 

Andfalfe ufurp'd, or vainly loft, ^0 

Is now our right, to who& creation 

You owe your happy reftoration. 

And if we had not weighty cauft- 

To not appear in making Iaws,> 
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M'e could, in fpite of all your tricks, 255 

And (hallow formal politics. 

Force you our managements t' obey. 

As we to yours (in (hew) give way. 

Hence 'tis that while you vainly ftrive 

T' advance your high prerogative, %6o 

You bafely, after all your braves. 

Submit, and own yourfelves our (laves ; 

And 'caufe we do not make it known. 

Nor publicly our iot'refts own. 

Like fots, fuppofe we have no (hares %Ss 

In ord'ring you, and your affairs: 

When all your empire and command. 

You have from us at fecond hand ; 

As if a pilot» that appears 

To (it ftill only while he (leers, 170 

And does not make a noife and dir. 

Like ev'ry common mariner. 

Knew nothing of the card nor ftar. 

And did not guide the man of war ; 

Nor we, becaufe we don't appear »75 

In councils, do not govern there : 

While, like the mi^ty Prefter John, 

Whofe peribn none dares look upon. 

But is preferv'd m clo& dtfguiie 

From b'ing made cheap to vulgar eyes, ado 

W* enjoy as large a power unfeen. 

To govern him, as he does men : 

And in the right of our Pope Joan, 

Make Emp'rors at our feet fall down; 

Or Joan de Pucel's braver name,. iZj 

Our right to arms and cendu^ claims 
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Who, tho* a fpinfter, yet wat able 
To ferre France for a ^.and Conftibie. 

We make aod execute ali lawt, 
Can jadge the jiid0os 'and the Caufe ; 990 

Prefcribe all rules of right or wrongfr 
To th' long roh« and ^h« longer ^ongor; 
*Gainft which the' world has nadefencr. 
But oar more poiwerfsl eloquence.'- 
We manage things of ^gvcateft ntfe^t sstS 

In all your world *d a&irt of ftate^ 
Ave roiniftert^of war avKlipeace^ 
That fway all <i»tiona how wei>leafe. 
We rule allchwches and their £odcri 
Heretical and ortbodoxi 5<^ 

And arc the heav'nly Tefaisles 
C^th' fpiriis, in aH cotttenudcff; 
By us is all conmef ce and trade- 
Improved, andmanag'd, and decay -d: 
For nothing ca» g» offfo -wcU,^ joj 

Nor bears that price, as what we feli» 
We rule in c?'ry public meetings 
And make men do what: we judge fitting ; 
Are magiftceites i* all great towns,: 
Where men do oothtug, bux w«ar gowns^ 3 {6 
We make the msm of War^ftrike fail; 
A«d to o<ir b^airer condua^vetf/ 
And, when he haft chasM hi< enemies. 
Submit to us upon. his' koees. 
Is there an ofiixrer oHI&te; pi 

Untimely rai^'d,' ormagiftrate; 
TKfat's haughty -(^ invperisiis i 
He's but a jOttfneymaoto us: 
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That^s be givei ds cauTe io do't. 
Can keep bim in or turn him oat, jao 

We are yonr, gtaardiaos th« increafe, 
Or walle yoar fortnnes how we pleale ; 
And, M your huinouT is, cao deal 
In all your matren, !lt or well. 

'Til we that can ditpofe alone, 3*^ 

Whether your bdrs fliall be your own. 
To whofe integrity you mull. 
In rpite of aJI your caution, traft; 
And, 'lefs you fly beyond the leas. 
Can Gt you with what hdrs we pleafe; 330 

And force you t' own 'em, tha' begotiea 
By French ralecs, or IriiH footmen. 
Nor can the rigoroufeft courfe 
Prevail, unlefs to make us worfe ; 
Who ftill the harOier we aie ut'd, 33; 

. Are furlber off from being reduc'd ; 
And fccrn t' abate foranyills, 
The lead punftilios of our wills. 
Force does but whet our wits t ' apply 
Arts, boin with us, for remedy ; 340 

Which all your poliiics, as yet. 
Have ne'er been able to defeat: 
For when y' have try'd all ibria of way- 
What fools d' we make of you in pUys 
While all the favours we afford. 
Are bul to gird you wiib the Iword, 
To fight our bittlcs in our fteads. 
And have your brains beat out o' your 1 
Eocouoier, in defp.te of nature. 
And fight at ooce with &ie and waieri 
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With piTUci, todii.jindftoniM, and leas, 
OoT pride and yamty t' appeafe ; 
Killoaeaabther, and cut throatS) 
For our good graces, and beft thoaghn ; 
To do your excrdfe for honour, • 

And ha.n your braioi beat oat the Iboner ; 
Orcrack'd, ulearned^t upon 
Thing! that are never to be known : 
And ftill appear the more indoflrious. 
The more your ptojefti ate prepoft'rons ; 3 
To fquare the circle of the arts. 
And run Hark mad to Ihew yoar parts ; . 
Espound the oracle of laws ; 
And turn ihtni which way we fee caafe ; 
Be our folicitors and agent*. 3 

And 2and tor oi in all engigements. 
And thefc are all the mighty powr'i 

'ainly boaft, to cry down ouri; 

that in real value'* wanting, 

y with vapouring and ranting : j 

fe yourfrlve* ate tenlfy'd, 

loop to on: another't pride t 

e we have as litile wit 
outheftor'd, and fubmii: 

HI example, lofe thatright 3 

itie>, which we gaio'd b fight ; 

crriCy'd into an awe, 

in ourfelves a Saiique law : 

I fome nations ufe, give place, 

ruckle to your mighty race ; ji 

en ururp th' unjiiA dooiinioo, 

licy were the better women. 
THE END. 
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